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To His Excellency The MUnster of the Interior , 
Dr. D. GLILLERMO RAWSON, 

The author of this little work, which he hopes may be of 
service in furthering Your Excellency's patriotic views in re- 
ference to Immigration, begs leave to dedicate this other>>ise 
unpretending pamphlet to Your Excellency, as the only 
tribute he has in his power to offer to the Statesman through 
whose instrumentality the resources of this vast and magni- 
licent country are being developed, its Commercial and Agri- 
cultural interests fostered, and Railroads, Capitals and Immi- 
grants directed to its shores. 



Rosario, April 1864. 
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THE COLONIES OF SANTA F£. 



CHAPTER I, 



Being strongly impressed with the importance of the Co- 
lonies established in this province in the vicinity of the capital^ 
and desirous of ascertaining their history and their progress 
from the commencement^ as well as their actual condition, 
I accepted with satisfaction an offer made me by the Governor 
of the Province, to accompany him to the Capital where ho 
would place every facility at my disposal to enable me to study 
these establishments in order to write a series of articles 
on them, to be publislied in the Ferro-carrU of Rosario. 

The tide of immigration is beginning to flow steadily 
into the province of Santa-F6, and I was anxious that true and 
reliable information in reference to the Colonies in question 
should be furnished by the paper with which I have the honor 
of being connected; more particiUarly as very false impres- 
sions are prevalent in this as well as other countries, about 
the history as well as the present condition of the Colonies of 
Santa-F6. 

It was in the month of November of last year, that I 
started from Rosario in company with the Governor, MrCul- 
leu, who was returning to the Capital after a lengthened of- 
ficial visit to the commercial emporium of the province. 

The first impression that strikes a cosmopolitan traveller 
on finding himself on the waters of the great rivers of this 
country, is the inevitable and grand destiny which awaits, at 



Rome future and i:crhaps not distant day, the shores watered 
tysuch magniUcept stre^^ms. 

I had never before been higher up the Parana than San 
Lorenzo, an interesting littlehamlet fifteen miles above Bo- 
sario; and I was strvick with j^dpiiration at the picturesque 
scenery which I sa>v for the first time, in the vicinity of the 
Diamante, Parana and Santa-F^. The only river in the north 
to which we can compare the Parana is the St. Lawrence in 
Csinada, and to this, the Parana is very superior on account 
of the immense amount of water which it carries to the ocean. 

It is certainly a grand sight to see a river, seven hundred 
miles from the &ea, broad and deep enough to float the fleets 
of Europe! 

To one accustomed to the tame md uninteresting scenery 
of the shores of the Parand up through the provinces of Bue- 
nos Aires and SantarF^ as far as Hosario^ it is very grateful to 
seethe apparently desert plains change into scenery diver- 
sified with wooded land^ and an exhub^rant vegetation. 

Certainly a foreigner would have no idCfi of the beauties 
of this country until he reafCh these latitudes. 

The country to the south of Bosario, and all the Pro- 
vince of Buenos Aires, is a kind of desert; a desert covered 
Avith grass it is true, and of incalculable value, but its mono- 
tony tires the eye. But in these regions, nature has been 
more prodigal. The lands are equally covered with pastures, 
and oi the richest description, and there is besides the 
charm of undulating woodlands, broken grounds, and a ca- 
pricious and luxuriant vegetation which is wanting entirely 
in the level woodless plains further south, where the horizon 
is bounded in all directions by the same monotonous line of 
waving prairee. 

Arriving at the town of Parana the Capital of the Confe- 
deration*,, before the last great change which removed the seat 
of Government to the populous city of Buenos Aires, I took 
a boat and went ashore, not to perambulate the deserted 
streets of the town, whose little port,, a cluster of buildings 
half hidden in a fbrest olorange trees, presents a pretty view 
from the anchorage^ but ta examine the extraordinary geolo- 
gicaf formation of the mountainous banks, which has arrested 
to such an extent, the interest of foreigners. 

We here find, seven or eight hundred miles from the 
ocean, inexhaustible beds of fossil oyster shells of all sizes^ 
intermixed with many of other species of shell-fish. 
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My object however is not to disciuss a gl^ologifeal qUeis-^ 
tion, but merely to take a mercantile Yiew of these deposits in 
a country where stone is as scarce as quartz in a coal-seam. 

I examined with attention the beds of shells, many of 
which by their size induce the belief that they once contained 
pearls^ and also the yeins of lime-stone from which they make 
the lime used in Rosario and Buenos Aires. 

Iremaikedihat nouseis tnade of the shells ill the lime- 
kilns, although any quantity might be obtained at a trifling 
cost* But I suppose they would require too much work to 
cleanse them from the many earthy substances which cling to 
them. 

There are three kinds of lime stone in this formation. Isti 
what is called iosca^ a dirty mixture of lime and earth, some- 
what friable and useless except for walls and dyjtes. 

2ndi A stone called piedra-concha^ which is an aglo- 
meration of shells cemented together by the lime they con- 
tain^ and comparatively free from extraneous matter. This 
is ohen found in large masses and of a pretty hard consis- 
tence. 

3 rd^5 This is a solid calcarious stone which, either by 
pressure or by heat and water, or by all these combined,, has 
lost all appearance of its original formation, and has takeii 
that of a hard homogeneous and brilliant rock. This is the 
stone which the lime burners use in preference to all others, 
as it is cleaner, and being found in large veins is easily work- 
ed. It is very hardi and some specimens I saw had the ap- 
pearance of a line dark colored marbl e. 

As it is the intention of the Municipality of Rosario to' 
commence the paving of the streets of the town> I thought it 
as well to take these notes, as I consider it much more eco- 
nomical fetching the stone from Parana^ whence it can be 
floated « down » to Rosario on flat-boats, than to bring it up 
from the island of Martin Garcia, the only rocky formation 
in the river Plate. • 

The second class of stone might be made useful on the 
streets, but it is rather friable; while the third class would 
make a solid afid excellent street, either put down in blocks 
or broken up, should the macadam system beadoptedi 

In the latter case, there is a material which nobody has 
as yet thought of; that is the shells themselves, these are so 
abundant that boys might be employed at a trifling expense to 
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gather auy quantity of them, and they would make a hand- 
some and durable road. 

I speak from experience on this subject, as I have seen 
many shell roads, and one in particular that runs out of New 
Orleans to Lake Ponchitrain, a distance of two miles, and 
which is or was, usually crowded with carriages. It was 
made from the shells of the oysters consumed in the city, and 
was as level and firm as a road of granite, only -much more elas- 
tic than stone, and easier for the horses' feet. 

As it is not indispensable that the streets of a town be 
paved uniformly, I think it would be well to pave a few squarej^ 
with shells, which certainly would be the cheapest mate- 
rial to be had here. The shells of Parana and Diamante aro 
very well preserved. I have in my possession some which 
weigh four pounds, and form a compact hard mass two inches 
thick, preserving on the inner surface the iridescent colors 
which we admire so much in the pearl oystershell. (I) 

Leaving Parana at eight in the morning we reached the 
town of Santa-Feat one o'clock, having to make great detours 
round the islands on account of the lowness of the river^ 
which is here about six miles broad, and full of islands clothed 
with dense vegetation and on which we remarked the busy 
wood-cutters with their ox-carts, and numerous herds of 
cattle. 

Once across the river, we found ourselves at the mouth 
of the Riachuelo which leads to Santa-Fe, and which is no- 
thing more than one of the innumerable arms of the majestic 
Parana. 

I shall here try to describe in a few words, the topography 
of the Capital of the province of Santa-Fe, as its position!* 
very inaccurately laid down in the maps. 

The river at this point is so full of large islands that the 
streams between these islands, almost all navigable, are termed 
arms of the river. The most important arm on the western 
side is called the Colastine, From this arm a smaller one 



(1 ) I apologize to my readers leading them iotc a sobject foreign to that of "which- 
it is the object of ft is little work to treat; and it may be here necessary to inform the 
foreign readers that the shell formation of the Diamante aadParand acquires its great 
importance from the fact of the total absence of stone in the «Litoral» of the fiiver 
Plate. The formation of our immense and level plains dates only from the diluvial' 
period. There is no appearance of rocks until we reach tbe G6rdoba range of mountains, 
with the unique exception of the island of «Martin Garcia,* at the mouth of the Uru- 
guay. 

For this reason the great deposits of shells and limestone at Parana, not only 
possess aa iuterest for the scientific man, but also for file merchant and' the statessian. 
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Yuns out almost due west for nine or ten miles> and then turns 
down south, receiving in its passage the waters of the Salado, 

Where the little arm makes t^e abrupt turn from west 
to south, is situated the town of Santa-F6, which is about 
nine miles from the junction of the Riachuelo with the Parana, 
or the Colastinfi arm of this river. 

The species of delta formed by the Colastin6 and the 
Biachuelo is called the Rincon de Santa-Fi^ and is famous for 
the great abundance of vegetables and melons, sweet potatoes 
pumpkins etc. which are produced there, and which are sent 
down in large quantities to Rosario and Buenos Aires. 

The navegation of the Riachuelo is somewhat intricate, 
particularly when the river is very low^ but it offers no serious 
difficulties. When we passed over the bar at the mouth, 
there was nine feet of water. The Riachuelo has nine pretty 
sharp curves before reaching Santa -F6. 

The islands on either side appeared so high out of water 
that it seemed impossible for the river to rise up to their level; 
but the water-marks on the trunks of the trees proved that 
most of tliem are overflowed at times. 

The scenery is very beautiful^ indeed it would be difficult 
to exaggerate its principal featurt^s and its loveliness at this 
season of the year. The different kinds of tall grasses; the 
brilliant fowers; theexhuberant parasitical plants; the handsome 
trees of which the Seibo, a species of Bombax, with great clus- 
ters of scarlet flowers, is the most striking; the song of innu- 
merable birds; the picturesque cabins of the islanders, all to- 
gether form a very charming landscape. 

Climbing up to the masthead a more extended view was 
offered me, and such a panorama as I had not seen in my 
travels in South America. If the river of Guayaquil and its 
shores are very beautiful, and the scenery in Central America 
enchanting, they both want the ch »rm of civilizacion andAu- 
manify that we perceive here in the comfortable houses sur- 
rounded with trees and cultivated fields, and the herds of fat 
eattle lazily cropping the rich pastures. 

To the right sti^tches out for many leagues farther than 
the eye can reach, the Guadalupe lake, which extends to near 
the frontier line of the Province of Santiago. The waters of this 
lake are salt, and contain such an incredible quantity offish 
that it is the custom to kill them with sticks. 

When IK strong southerly wind leaves a part of tlie beach 
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I)are, millions arc left high and dry. The description df 
fish is excellent, the greater part without scales, amongst 
Which are nilmeroiis vavieties of skate, some of an enormous 
size. Avery line fish, speckled like the trout and with flesh of 
the same colorand texture, is sometimes to be found from seveti 
to nine feet in length, while for delicacy of appearlince and 
flavor, the fejarej/ or king-fi h, rivals the finest of the 
Canadians rivers. 

The great abundance of oily fish induced sortie men df 
capital to put up an establishment for the manufactufy of oil by 
steam. The oil made is equal to the finest palm; limpid, ino- 
dorous and not liable to congeal in winter. 

When the establishn>ent first commenced working, a small 
price was offered for ail the fish brought to it; the price I 
believe was aibout sixpence the arrobcty (twenty five pounds;) 
but even at this ridieulously low figure, there was more 
brought to the press than could be used up, and the owners 
had to limit the quantity to be delivered, fixing certain days of 
the week for the catching of the fit>h, 

1 believe that five thousand barrels of oil could be made 
here annually without any fear of diminishing very materially 
the number offish in this immense sheet of water. 

On the western shores of this lake rises the mainland, 
studded with country houses, plantations and cattle, and also 
a small colony of wealthy German immigrants from Brazil, just 
arrived, and the precursors of four thousand families who in- 
tend leaving the hot climate of the South Ameriam Empire, to 
settle in this province. 

The feAv pioneer families alluded to preferred purchasing 
TanJs on the lake Guadalupe, afew miles from town, to settlinjj 
on the tracts offered thnm by Government farther away, as they 
Wish to wait for their friends before deciding on their ultimate 
place of settlement. 

I learnt for the first time that the streams and lakes about 
Santa-F6, abound Avith alligators, or caimans. The small lakes 
or pools, Avhich are general in tfee centre of the islands, are 
full of these ugly looking animals, Avhich are called by the 
people of the country by their Indian name, yacarL They are 
timid and inoffensive although of great size. I saw some of 
seven or eight feet in length, but [ am assured that there are 
many that attain the length of twelve and even fifteen feet. 
They usually leave the water in the afternoon and stretcb 
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themselves in the mud of the shores to sleep; and this sleep is 
so profound that the noiseof the steamer scarcely disturbs them . 
When in this state they are lassoed by men on horse-back, and 
dragged away to be despatched with an axe or a knife. The 
onlv use made of the caiman is to take from the carcass a small 
bag of musk which it contains. The fact is not known here 
that the skin of the alligator makes an exceedingly soft and 
handsome leather, which is admirable for boots and shoes in 
dry weather, it being thick and at the same time as soft as kid, 
and beautifully marked. 

That singular amphibious animal the capibare, called here 
carpinchoy is also abundant. Their flesh is esteemed, and there 
is a respectable trade in carpincho skins. 

The rivers and lakes also abound with turtle of a large 
size, and the people of the country are by no means ignorant of 
the value of the eggs as a delicate adjunct to the breakfast table, 

Santa F6. 

Santa-r6 is situated on the right bank of the Riachuelo 
arm, and occupies a large area on account of the extent of the 
gardens aud orange plantations which are common to almost 
every house. 

The town is proverbially dull and its inhabitants of a very 
soporific physique; but the town itself is interesting. It 
is literally embowered in a forest of orange trees of enormous 
growth, and its appearance when \iewed from the azaleas^ or 
housetops, is extremely beautiful. 

The scenery in and about Santa-F6 makes one forget its 
Avantof activity and commercial movement. The fincas^ as tiic 
little possessions about the town are called, are separated by 
live fences of trees and shrubs; the brilliant seibo, the paradise 
tree, the ombu, peach and laurel are all bmft ttp Avith thousands 
of parasitical and creeping plants that form a wall through 
which it is imposible to see. In many places the branches meet 
over-head, forming flowery arches. 

If the Santafecinos indulge a natural pride in Hosario, the 
active and go-ahead commercial metropolis of the proving, 
they may also be proud of their Capital, as a spotwhere nature 
has been prodigal of her good things. 

The town of Santa- F6 may also look forward to an undoubted 
brilliant commercial future. The finest part of the province 
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Hes tathe north, and the forests and finely watered plains of 
the Gran Chaco offer inexhaustible sources of wealth to future 
generations. 

The Colonies already established are giving an important 
movement to the hitherto sleeping town; and when once 
the great contract which the Government has made with the 
commercial house of Werner and Co. be carried into effect, 
Santa-F6 may hope to rival Rosarro. The contract stipulates the 
settlement often thousand families of immigrants on the Salado 
and Parana rivers, five hundred of which are momentarily ex- 
pected. 

It has been unfortunate for the town of Santa-F6 that it 
has always been the seat of Government, and the people have 
accustomed themselves to live on administrative patronage, 
employments and offices^ and on what the North American, in 
his terse language, l^vm^ plunder. The result is that instead of 
the activity and energy created by commercial pursuits, we 
see only the languid apathetic Irstlessness of office holders,, 
who only bestir themselvesy and then in revolutionary cabals, 
when their vested perquisites are threatened by a government 
of more than ordinary patriotism . 

The inhabitants of Santa-F^, in consequence, never think. 
of aiding a good Government to carry out designs of public 
utility. All they require is that the administration be a sort of 
wet-nurse, always ready to furnish pap to open-mouthed appli- 
cants. 

The best method to neutralize this evil is to remove the 
seat of government to Bosario; or at least to alternate between 
the two places. The Santa-F6 people would then accustom 
themselves to active and independent habits, and would soon 
work out their own prosperity. They do not lack the means, 
for as I have said, this region is the garden of the province;: 
and its agricultural capacities are sufficient alone to make the- 
place a flourishing mercantile emporium. 

The most notable object in the Capital is the College of the 
Jesuits . This establishment is an honor to the administration 
of Mr. Cullen, during whose period the design was carried out. 
The buildings though' extensive, will not contain half of the 
applicants from all parts of the country as well as Montevideo, 
and even Brazil. There are now educating in this establish-- 
ment about four hundred boys. The buildings are to be increase 
sedsa^is to contain from eight hundred to a thousand pupil s>v 
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Of Ihe system of studies I can say little, as my stay yvtL% 
too short to enable me to make more than a superficial exami- 
nation. All lean say is that it is the intention to give a liberal 
education, notonly classical and in the Humanities, but also to 
fit the boysfor commercial pursuits. From Avhat Icould observe 
1 consider this College will in a short time, be the first in the 
country. 

The buildings appropriated for the College are old eccle- 
siastic property and well adapted to their present object, the 
immense \aulted cloisters making admirable scho(!lrooms. One 
of the two yards is about two hundred and fifty feet square, 
4md is full of patriarchal orange trees, under whose impenetra- 
ble shade fi\e hundred boys can play. 

There are now eteven masters, all Jesuits, and the number 
I believe is to be increased to twenty. The principalis a vene- 
rable old gentleman who prepossessed me greatly. 

The Government of course takes a paternal interest in this 
•College, as well it may; for it may well be called an honorable 
monument of the administration of Mr Cullen, It is to be hoped 
that the establishment will steer clear of some of the defects 
in the Jesuit system of education; and to have insured this, I 
•should have preferred seeing the College in Rosario; for really 
1:he society of Santa-F^,in religious as well as commercial ideas, 
may be said to be still in the eighteenth century, and with all 
the old Spanish repugnance to ctianges of any kind in antique 
habits, customs and ways of thinking. 

But fortunately the element of immigration, impregnated 
with the civilization of the nineteenth century, has at last inva- 
ded the very hearths of the old sleepy town, and will soon drive 
'Out bigotry, prejudice and idleness. 
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The Governor was good enough to present me one of 
the principal inhabitants of the Colony ctf: La Esperanza, 51, 
Henry, a frenchman, and I certainly had no cause to com- 
plain of the choice Mr. Cullen made <)f' a chaperone, for M. 
Henry proved himself indefatigable. in his attentions ;and the 
<ud he afforded me in my investigalions. • • 

We stai*ted from the town of Santaiff^Qn the eighth of J5fo- 

...•..■AW/.v ; 



vomber under a sun Avhich was by no means agreeable, in one 
of the many four-wheeled vehicles drawn by two horses, 
which are common in the Colonies, 

. The road to the Colony of La Esperanza, which is the most 
, northerly situated of the three^ is level and firm, and remain.^ 
in excellent condition all the year round. The distan.ce is about 
twenty miles, crossing the river Salado about midway betAvcen 
Santa F6 and the Colony. The river we found very low, unu- 
sually so, but it had still three feet of water in the channel. It 
was easily fordable for horses and carriages. Its waters are. 
brackish to an extent which makes them useless for household ^ 
purposes, but the cattle drink tl>om with apparent avidity. 1 < 

The lands between tl;eport and the river are well covered 
with grass and trees, with any number of stumps, the remainsj 
of immense fbrests destroyed by the charcoal-burners, whor 
have from time immemorial supplied the lower towns with thisj 
useful commodity. f 

Thereis a great deal of coarse grass called iii the eountryj 
espartillo tsomisthing like the tufts of grass in our meadow landsri ,.■ ; 
situated near the sea. There are also quantities of nee|dle-grass^ * 4^ 
and a fine teiidei: under-grass, which is the favorite food of th^ ^' p 
cattle. • 13^ 

At this season of the year the fields are bright witK|>^^ 
many descriptions of flowers, amongst which the wild verbena^ *^'^ 
is the most remarkable on account of its brilliant colors ofJ'^j^ 
scarlet, purple and ly lac. (1) 'j^^^ 

The lands, leaving Santa-F6 until we arrive at the ■/:% 
Paesto de los Orabus, are somewhat sandy ;^ but at this point :■ 
• the aspect changes notably. Here we have a large growth of 
Algarrobo, (the Carob tree), and the tree peculiar to the 
pampasof this country, the Ombu. 

/Twenty years ago the frontier line wa& situated here, to 
the north of which tlie. Clmco Indians held* their, uuquestioned 
. sway; ;a(ndlt is noE\niorc than half a dozen years since a 
.j.u'partj.M savage;^. J:tTii^aded this very point and murdered a • 
';/ family,* ( ITbe mwf^^^^^^ we stopped to light our cigars 

< *>. ,\^as entlmt mc^sffjai'*^^ successfully by two men,, who ... - 

dime ojBP the Ind^fls; ^'; ' .- '.- :s 'C 

r'i • At' the present/'pei'iad the tribes- of the Chaco dare not 



'/ 



• ( 1 ) Tne scarlet verbgr^a.is lAbeWund m the fields all over the Arg«iilrae Republic^ 
•Thft pebble of the country GallifV>^" the poetical name of «Sang:re de Crislo,» «The 
tJ.QQd of C^rist.»^ . J^i^V*^ 
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iipproach to within manyleagues of their old camping grounds 
on the rich plains about Santa-F6. 

I remarked many beautiful birds, the wood- dove, the 
\vild-pigeon, the partridge, lyre-bird and the cardinal- bird, 
with its brilliant scarlet hood. Here we find the iguana too^ 
a lizard two feet and a half long, of the same species as those 
considered a delicate food in Central America: 

These campos are not cultivated, but large numbers of 
cattle are pastured on them. 

Passing through this band of woodland^ we arrive at the 
Paso de Miura, on the river Salado, bordered with brilliant 
green pasture grounds, all covered with water when the river 
rises. As yet there is no bridge, the Avant of which is much 
folt. When the river is low it is forded; when high, horses 
and wiggons cross on scows. 

The great floods oftheSalado at this point are caused, 
not by the rise in this river, but by that of the Parana, cau- 
sing a heavy pressure of back-water. It is when the floods of 
the two rivers are simultaneous that the greatest overflow 
lakes place. On these occasions large tracts of land are 
covered with water on either side of the Salado, 

Passing this river the quality of the lauds improve greatly. 
The trees are more numerous notwithstanding the destruc- 
tion caused by the charcoal-burners and the people of the 
Colonies, The principal Ivood is the Algarrobo, of a very 
large growth. Some trees I saw of three feet in diameter> 
and with a boll large enoUgh to cover With its shade fifty head 
of cattle. 

Three or four miles from the river we leave the wood^ 
land and enter into the rich meadow lands in which are situa* 
ted the Colonies. The grass is very luxuriant and covers the 
ground with a thick groSVth not leaving a spot ever so small, 
bare. This grass is not the kind we see farther south, and 
which is called pampa-grass. The latter grows in large tufts 
or heads, and is coarse and spiked, while the former is more 
iike our meadow grass at home; is dense and tender. For 
horned cattle it is just the thing wanted; for sheep it is too rich, 
and the pastures require to be eaten down before putting these 
valuable animals on them. 

The surface soil is a rich black mixture of vegetable 
ilebris, which is from twelve to fifteen inches thick in the 
iowlands, diminishing to seven or eight on the rising grounds^ 
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Under this is a rich reddish loam that would materially im- 
prove the crops, mixing it with the black soil of the surface. 

The lands only want trees to make them perfect, and 
the neplm ultra of the agriculturist. 

. In a few minutes we descried, extending from north to 
south, the first line of concessions of the Colony of La E$- 
peranza. The plan of this Colony is commodious and simple. 
In an extension of six square miles, there are fourteen lines of 
concessions ot eighty acres, all divided by wide roads. 
Through the centre runsaCommon^sixacres broadand six miles 
long. In this Common the colonists pasture their cattle. On 
(»ne side are situated the German immigrants and on the other 
the Swiss, or French* 

The colonists have also the uso-fiuct.o of the public lands 
that surround the Colony; but as these do not belong to them 
we anticipate some difficulty should the Government not make 
them further concessions of pasture lands; for the Common 
will not be sufficient for the cattle of four hundred families^ 
in a year or two more. 

In the Colony of St. Charles, this difficulty has been 
avoided in a manner which we shall in.dicate when treating of 
that establishment* (1) 

As it is my intention to treat tlie subject of the Colonies 
seriously and at some length, showing their actual situation 
without exjiggerating their advantages nor. hiding their de- 
fects, I shall here devote a short chapter to the origin rise and 
progress of the Colony of La Esperanza, and the difficulties 
that beset its first steps^ taking this opportunity of expressing 

(1) We have been told that besides the concession of eighty acres fo each family 
and the luntf of the Conrmion, the Gfovernmeiit compromised itself to give h strip o'r 
pasture ground around the Colony. We do not know bo-w exact (hfe information 
may be; but to perfect this Importan-t colony and enable it to extend its operations 
and consequi'nliy ifs Da^tional val«e, we would advise the Government, wifhoul hesi- 
tation and without loss of time, to measure a band of half a league all round the 
Colony and deliver it to (he Municipality. 

This land "wonid suffice for all the c^ life of the Colonv; and from it the Munici- 
pality might draw a moderate rental which, applied to objects of public utility, parti- 
cularly ediicallon, would be a source of prosperity to the communitv. 

I am sorry lobe obliged to say that generally spegking, the autboritles do not as 
yet appear to understand all the importance or education. They should follow the 
custom adopted fn the Dnlted States, whose political system the Argentine statesmen 
are so fona of introducing, often to the prejuduce of the connfry, while they 
wilfully ignore many admirable socful regulations and laws which might with great 
proprii'ty be introduced amongst us. 

One of the principal of these is, that the Government never makes a sale or cession 
of lands without reserving, fn a central position, a tract which bears the name of 
•School Reserve.* As the population round tbis reserve increases, so does the valu«^ 
cf the school lands, thus enabling the people of the country, af alt times to give tb«ir 
children a good educational little or no cost. 

How simple and. yet how efficacioos a system for new countries I 
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the obligation I am under to Mr. Charles Beck, the intelligent 
overseer of the Colony of San Carlos, who not only gave me 
the most minute details in reference to the Colony under his 
care, but also furnished me with valuable notes and informa- 
tion in reference to La Esperanza and other Colonies, esta- 
blished in the country. The intelligence and experience of 
this gentleman have aided me greatly in arriving at the con- 
clusions and appreciations that will be found consigned in the 
folloAving chapters. 

OHil^PXlCR III. 



It is well known that the first immigration to the Pro- 
vince of Santa-r^ was initiated and carried out by Mr. Aaron 
Castellanos, one of the most ardent promoters of the material 
interests of the country that the Republic can boast of ; and 
the Colony of La Esperanza will always be a monument to his 
credit, although as a personal and commercial speculation it 
turned out a complete failure. 

Mr. Castellanos had to struggle; with opposing elements 
that it would be difficult sufficiently to appreciate. 

The Argentine Republic was at that time unknown to that 
class of people whom, to better their fortunes, leave theirhomcs 
and direct their steps to of hfer lands. The person then, who 
first presented an immigration scheme connected with the 
Argentine Republic had to contend^ first with the igno- 
rance and mistrust of the emigrating class, and secondly with 
the tenacious and even furious opposition of the numerous 
emigration Agents in Europe who monopolise this business; 
and M^ho viewed this South American independent scheme as 
an insidious attack on their vested rights. 

Few have any knowledge of the obstacles., at first sight 
insurmountable, that opposed every step taken by Mr. Cas- 
tellanos; and when, vanquishing these obstacles one by one, 
with a constancy that belongs only to men of great ideas, he 
succeeded in contracting with three hundred families, the 
number which by his contract with the government of Santa- 
Fe he had compromised himself to bring, it is easy to compre- 
hend, that instead of an immigration useful and profitable to 
the country from the first moment of its arrival, it was an 
immigracion composed of ignorant and indigent families whom 
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it was necessary to support and teach to work, before thor 
were of service to themselves or the country. 

It is nevertheless but justice to Mr. Castelhmos to say. 
that he took all the pains possible in the choice of the families 
with whom he contracted. He insisted on the presentation 
ot certificates of good character; but we all know how easy it 
is in Europe as Avell as in other parts of the world, to provide 
oneself with a favorable certificate as to character. Still, -we 
should err did we not bear witness to the general good cha- 
racter of the families brought out by Mr. Castellanos. They 
belonged to the poorer chesses it is true, ignorant most of 
them of agricultural labors, but by no means vicious or badly 
disposed. 

It was fortunate for these families, and for their future 
destinies, that they found on their arrival at Santa-Fe, a 
liberal and intelligent Government disposed t6 do all in its 
power to assist immigration, and also to make any possible 
sacrificefor the immediate benefit of the new-arrivals. The 
Governor, D. Jose M, Cullen, brother to the present first ma- 
gistrate of the province, occupied himself personally with 
the establishment of the colonists, superintending the building 
of their houses, and expending from his private fortune to 
assure their comfort and future welfare. 

But the want of experience and precedents, with limited 
funds and other difficulties arising from the then disturbed 
political state of the country, prevented the Government from 
carrying out entirely its designs, and to insure immediate 
advantages to the colonists; a result, let us confess, that would 
have been equally impossible, under the same circumstances, 
ia any country. 

Both the author of the scheme and the Government may 
be blamed for committing grave errors. 

The fact should not have been lost sight of, that this immi- 
gracionwasan initiative experiment: that the families com- 
posing it belonged to the lower classes of Europe, indigent 
and inexpert in field labors; people in fact that in no part of 
the world would be able to start as independent proprietors 
and left to their OAvn resources, with any hope of immediate 
benefit and success. 

An immigrant in a new country wants something more 
than lands and implements to succeed. He-requires fami- 



liarity with what he has to do; experience iu the labors by 
which he has to Avin a living. 

I consider then, the placing of tAvo or three hundred 
families, strangers to the customs habits and climate of the 
country, on lands distant from centres of population, in a 
desert as it were,as a very grave error. And it does not deduct 
from the magnitude of this error that the lands ceded to the 
colonists are fertile, and offer almost all kinds of advantages 
to the agriculturist. 

These people should have been placed, even had it been 
provisionally, near to the town, and on litHe lots of two or 
three acres. Their proximity to the social movement of a 
town would have inspired them with confidence; the cultiva- 
tion of their little patches of land would have furnished them 
with food, while in the mean time they would have been 
acquiring little by little, the experience necessary and indis- 
pensable for agricultural labors on a larger scale. 

In the mean time the women and children might have 
hired themselves as servants amongst the families in town, 
and by this means would have earned some money and accus- 
tomed themselves to the habits of the country as well as its 
language. 

We will give the projector of this scheme every credit 
for a patriotic desire to advance the interests and the prospe- 
rity of his country; but doing him this justice, we must not 
be blind to the &ct that the scheme was a commercial specu- 
lation as well; and we cannot help saying that the commer- 
cial idea predominated to the prejudice of the welfare of the 
immigrants. 

There had been no thought taken of measures of the first 
importance for the colonists; no houses built, no w ells dug, 
no corrales ready for the cattle w hich were to be delivered by 
the government. No arrangements made for public order, 
uo system of overseering to teach the colonists what they 
ought to do; no church and no hospitals. 

Every thing was carried out precisely as if the colonists 
had been men of capital, experienced laborers and capable of 
taking care of themselves, instead of being the refuse of Swiss 
hamlets and the streets of German towns. 

And let it not be understood that I desire to depreciate 
the character of the inhabitants of the Colony, I am far from 
having such an intention. The gre:itcr part of the colonists 



are excellent citizens in many respects, and their conduct since 
their introduction into the country has been notably charac- 
terized by a love of order and good conduct generally. 

What I wish to indicate is, that in the peculiar circums- 
tances attending this first attempt to bring a forced immigra- 
tion to this country, it was not in the power of the projector^ 
nor even of the authorities in Germany, to pick out an ad- 
vantageous class of colonists. They were oblige'd to accept 
families from the indigent classes; families whose last resour- 
ces had failed them in Europe and to whom emigration had 
become a stern necessity. 

That men of this class should have gained a respectable 
and, comparatively, an independent position, is a fact which 
does them infinite credit; they have done more than the native 
of the country has been able to do in three centuries. 

The consequences of the errors we have mentioned were 
what might have been expected : during the first four years 
of the existence of the Colony it was obliged to struggle against 
adversity and even misery, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
Provincial authorities to ameliorate the sufferings of its mem^ 
bers. 

The Government has spent more in the Colony than the 
terms of the contract obliged it to do; but the distribution 
was badly arranged, many families not having received their 
proportion until it came too late to assist them over their first 
difficulties. The rations of flour were not sufficient to last 
until the first crops were harvested, and the distribution of 
this indispensable article was made at a single epoch, which 
gave rise to many abuses. 

The National Government had at last to come to the as- 
sistance of the colonists and distributed rations of meat to 
them. 

The contract obliged the GovernnwBnt of Santa-Fe, a- 
mongst other things, to deliver to each family seven milch 
cows. Unfortunately this compromise was made over to a 
speculator who, collecting the animals on an estaneia near the 
Colony, left them there for the time sufficient to- familiarize 
them with the place. Then instead of taming them, he drove 
them to the Colony and shut them up in corrals where the 
colonists received, or rather had pointed out, the animals^ 
allotted to them. But when the cows were let out of the 
corral,, instead of allowing their inexperienced owners to drive 
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them quietly horae, started wildly off for their homes, and 
were never more heard of by the poor colonists. This I am 
assured happened to many famihes, who to this day have 
never received one of the cows that the Government was under 
the obligation to deliver them. Very soon the poverty of the 
province prevented the purchase of animals, so that probably 
not more than two thirds of the colonists received their cuota. 

I was told by the colonists that the delivery of seeds 
was also very incomplete. 

But all I have said is insignificant in presence of the more 
serious fact of the ignorance and incapacity of the colonists 
themselves, and the absence of persons who might have taught 
and directed them. 

These observations are important as furnishing evidence 
that the Governments of the provinces should never take upon, 
themselves the responsability of colonizing by means of the 
indigent population of other countries. In the case of the 
Colony of La Esperanza we see that, although animated by 
the heartiest good will: this did not suffice to insure success 
to a Colony composed, with but few exceptions, of the poor 
and ignorant classes of Europe. 

The actual state of the Colony at the present time, as we 
shall presently see, appears to weaken the arguments I have 
used; but let me say once for all, that the present prosperity 
of this Colony is rather owing to the inevitable result of natu- 
ral advantages than the work of the Government which, al- 
though disposed to do all in its power, was not able to neutralize 
the adverse elements that opposed themselves to the establish- 
ment of the first Colony in Santa-Fe. 

This colony however, as we have seen, was not a Go- 
vernment affair from the beginning. It was a private spe- 
culation, and had besides to struggle against the obstacles 
Avhich almost always oppose the carrying out of great ideas, 
put in practice for the first time. 

Disappointed in the hope of making the speculation a 
profitable one, as the colonists, far from being able to pay a 
rental, were scarcely able to support themselves, Mr. Caste- 
llanos made over his concession to the Government, after ha^ 
ving lost many thousands of dollars, besides the years occu- 
pied in carrying out his scheme in the face of so many diffi- 
culties. 

The result however of the cession to government was 
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advantageous to the colonists in one important respect. The 
former at once exhonerated them from the yearly payment 
of the third part of their crops, which by the contract made 
with Mr. CasteUanos, who paid all their expenses out,^they 
were, for the space of five years obliged to make over. 

Placed thus in a position entirely independent and al- 
most free from debt, it would seem that the colonists had 
nothing to do but to work in order to secure an immediate 
and satisfactory return; but they had to struggle, first against 
their own ignorance as 1 have said, and secondly against 
the misfortunes which appear to persecute tiie pioneers of 
colonization; as if the genii of the wild places threatened by 
civilization, banded together to drive back the invader of their 
dominions. Vanquished, as these supernatural beings almost 
always are by man, it is however generally those who follow 
in the steps of the pioneer who reap the fruits without under- 
going the troubles, of their predecessors. 

The poetical fable of the demons who opposed the voyage 
of Vasco da Gama round the Cape of Good Hope, is an al- 
legory of what actually occurs with the initiation of all great 
enterprizes. The terrible beings of the fable may easily be 
transformed into the very mundane enemies with whom the 
first colonists have to strive in all parts of the world. In some 
places against the savage aborigine, always more or less at 
emnity with civilized man; in others against noxious ani- 
mals and insects. 

Again, Nature in her uncultivated and wild domains, 
may be very prolific, yery enchanting, but she is always more 
or less hostile to the immigrants who first invade her \irgin 
territories. 

Nevertheless it is an undoubted fact that climate adapts 
itself to all phases of civilization . In places where there is no 
human life, or where the population is nomad or savage, 
the climate adapts itself more to the wants of vegetable life 
than to those of man; but there is extraordinary evidence that 
the presence of civihzation and the labors and changes that it 
produces, modifies the climate to such an extent as to banish 
or neutralize the elements Avbich were obnoxious to the presence 
of the first settlers. (I) 

(I) It is a singular fact and tends to inspire an undoubted faith in the existence o-f 
a beneficent Providence, that climates change according as the\\rAnts of man req.uiiC' 
Ibeir modification. 
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There was not wanting the concurrence of the evils I 
have spoken of, to combat the efforts of the first colonists of 
the luxuriant plains of Santa F6. 

If it is true that the Indians never dared to attack or 
disturb them, it is also true that they caused alarm, and 
probably weakened many elements which might have been 
conducive to the advancement of the infant Colony* 

The locusts invaded the crops with great pertinacity during 
the first three years^ and droughts and ill-timed rains, with 
equal pertinacity afflicted the immigrants; and although the 
Icittersucceeded the first year in harvesting a respectable crop of 
maize, the following years, up to 1860, were so unfortuuale 
that many families gave up their concessions in disgust, and 
sought a living in town, or by hiring themselves to the native 
esfanriero. 

The existence of large forests at a short distance from 
the Colony was now taken advantage of, and a great many 
of the Germans, leaving their lands untilled, betook themselves 
to the woods and worked in squaring timber, getting out fuel 
or burning charcoal. This class of labor provided a livingfor 
many families, but brought with it certain drawbacks which I 
shall have occasion to mention by and by. 

Such was the situation of the Colony at the end of the 
third year; and certainly its aspect was by no means flattering. 
The colonists, unaccustomed to the labors which their novel 
position exacted, or incapable of making head against the diffi- 
culties which beset them, and which must have appeared mvin- 

In California while the country remained unpopulated, the seasons by no means 
lent themselves to the wants of civilized man. The winters were insufferable on account 
of the continual floods; and the heats of summer, unallayed by a drop of rain, were 
so lasting and intense, that for five months of the year not a blade of grass was to 
bu seen. 

The country became populated, and strange to sav, nature adapted herself to the 
wants and necessi lies of the millions who had sou§^nt their living in those formerly 
inhospitable regions. The winters modified their rigor, and cooling and refreshing 
showers allayed the summer heats: and the immense plsins, that at first dismayed 
the farmer, and generalized the opinion that California would never be an agricultu- 
ral country, were soon seen teeming with harvests unprecedented in any other part 
of the world; and San Francisco sends her shi ps loaded with produce, to all parts of 
the Pacific. 

Here, in the province of Santa F6, we may note the same change operating in this 
region, that in former times was the victim of continued droughts and fearful invasions 
of locusts. 

It is not more than ten years ago, that no one believed in the possibility of pro- 
ducing wheat, potatoes and other cereales in this province. We are now growing 
wheat, corn, barley,potatoes and many other cereals in such abundance that they form 
a very respectable item of exportation. 

There is no doubt that the climate of Santa Fe is adapting itself to the wants of 
its present inhabitants. 
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cible to tbcni, lost heart, and many contracted bad habits, 
such as intemperance and idleness. 

Nevertheless the fertility of the soil and the benignity of 
the climate, accommodating? itself more and more to the wants 
of the people, began to tell in favor of those who remained in 
the Colony. 

Experience soon lent her important aid to thecolonist. With 
a more perfect knowledge of the climate and of the seasons 
came a better and surer system of labor, and we find a decided 
change operating for the better in the Colony. 

Wheat has always commanded a high price in this country ; 
and although, for the reasons I have already stated, the first 
harvests were poor enough, still in no one year did this crop 
fall to bring something to the assistance of the Colony. 

After the third year the locust disappeared and ther 
droughts became les&frequent;whileat the same time the in- 
telligence of the colonists,awakened by experience, taught them 
the means to neutralize to a greater or less extent the effects- 
of the evils. 

The year 1S62 was unfortunate for the wheat crops inr 
all parts of the province, on account of very heavy rains which 
destroyed the grain on the threshing floors. 

The colonists that year suffered great losses, for they had 
sowed upwards of four thousand bushels of wheat. But still,, 
what they did save, which was between thirty and forty thou- 
sand bushels, would have been considered by the Chilian far- 
mer a very fair return, and enabled many families to clear 
themselves from debt. 

Many new families have arrived to replace those who had 
given up or sold their concessions, and amongst these are 
some men of capital, and what is of more importance, with a- 
knowledge of farming, and of the economical implements in 
use at the present day. 

This latter circumstance has had a favorable effect in 
furthering the prosperity of the Colony, because as we have 
said before, the ignorance of the first colonists, without any 
one to instruct them, and thus left entirely to their own limi^ 
ted resources was, without any doubt whatever, one of the 
principal causes that prevented them from turning to account 
the natural advantages by which they were surrounded. 

To this day there are very few families who understand 
the operation of making good butter and cheese, although? 



—25— 

large quantities of both are made in the Colony, and many 
tons exported to Rosario and Buenos Aires. 

But at the same time, it is no le^ the truth, that at the 
present epoch those families who still remain in a precarious 
situation, hare no one to blame but themselves, and their want 
of industry and economy. Those who are industrious, have 
•without an exception, acquired a position of comfort if not of 
competence; and we would her^ note that amongst the fami- 
lies most prosperous in the Colony, there are many that com- 
menced with heavy debts, and others that never received a 
single head of the cattle they were entitled to under the ori- 
ginal contract. 

I shall conclude this limited sketch of the Colony of La 
Esperanza with an observation which will be in itself a sum- 
mary of the past, and a picture of the present: 

Notwithstanding the primery sunerings of the Colony; 
not\vithstanding the exceedingly unfavorable circumstances 
Which attended its formation, such as might have caused 
equally fatal results in any other part of the world; the poverty 
find ignorance of the colonists, and the inquiet political state 
of the country, prejudicial of course to all descriptions of in- 
dustry; notwithstanding all these disadvantages, the only 
circumstance in favor of the colonists being the existence of 
a provincial Government inclined to assist them with its limi- 
ted means, La Esperanza, with its four hundred families, is 
now a flourishing Colony, Its inhabitants prosperous, and its 
products have become an important adjunct to the commerce 
of the country. 



The Colony of Esperanza as we have before stated, is a 
parallelogram containing about thirty two English square 
miles, divided into concessions of seventy five to eighty acres, 
Avith broad roads intersecting them. (The concessions contain 
twenty Spanish cuadras, each of which contains a fraction less 
than four acres.) Through the centre, running north and 
south, is a broad common, and in the centre of this is the site 
for the town. 

In the plaza there are already several edifices; the Ca- 
tholic church, a respectable brick building with portico and a 
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foAver, near to Avhich Avill be constructed the Protestant 
church, for which there are already liberal subscriptious col-- 
lected, and materials ready; an hotel and three or four private 
houses and shops, and tlie offices of the Judge and the Muni- 
cipality. Several other buildings are to be put up as soon as 
the crops shall be harvested. 

The plaza is six hundred feet square, and will, when 
planted with trees, and built round, present a handsome 
appearance and will serve to promote a spirit of union amongst 
the colonists. 

There are at the time of writing these lines, three hun- 
dred and forty five families 

Catholics; German and Swiss. 230 families. 

Protestants; Swiss * 40 da 

do German *. 75 do 

To this number we should perhaps add some fifteen or 
twenty families for members Avho have married and separated 
from the paternal home. To these their parents either give 
a part of their OAvn concession or purchase another for the 
newly married couple. We see consequently tliat some of 
the original lots of eighty acres are already subdivided. 

In 1862 the Colony contc^ined thirteen hundred souls. 
In 1863 there are f if teecn hundred and sixty one, divided iit 
the following manner: 

French or Swiss. . . . 553 adults and 203 children. 

Germans. 567 adults and 238 children. 

It is customary to use the term french, in designating 
those of the Colony who use that language. But there are 
really \ery few French in the Colony. These people are Swiss 
from the Cantons near the frontier^ were the french is the 
language of the country, as it Is to a great extent in Belgium; 
and as the people of the province cannot discriminate in na- 
tionalities,, they credit the french-speaking Swiss to the 
Empire. 

1 was not able to find out with exactitude the number of 
acres under cultivation in 1863. In 1862 I was given 7500 
acres as the quantity of land actually cultivated, and for 1863 
the colonists calculate an augmentation of twenty five per 
cent. I give this datum with a good deal of suspicion. There 
has been great carelessness in the statistics which it is the 
duty of the Juez de Paz to collect and remit to the Geverment. 

I should judge that the figure of 1936 cuadras under 
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cultivation in 18G2, is an exaggeration, as this >vould indicate 
that tAVO hundred concessions, or half the entire Colony was 
cultivated that year; while in November 1863, 1 remarked par- 
ticularly that with very few exceptions, from a third to one 
half, and often more of the concessions ^vas lying fallow. 

I think were 1 to put down eight thousand acres as cultivated 
in the latter year, I shall be pretty near the truth. The greater 
part of Ihis is under wheat of w hich, if faith is to placed in 
the books of the Judge, there is sown 3150 bushls. Of barky 
there is about 250 bushels sown. Of maize, which is an im- 
portant product of the Colony, I was not able to make a calcu- 
lation, because it is the custom here to plant corn on the lands 
after removing the wheat crop, thus getting tAvo crops off the 
same field in the same season; but if we allow tAvo almvdes, 
equivalent to an imperial bushel to be planted by each family, 
we shall have an extent of land sown that would produce, 
even in an unfavorable year, fron thirty to forty thousand 
bushels, which was about the product of last year. 

I would note here that the maize or Indian corn, does not 
give any thing like the return here as in the United States, 
principally on account of the droughts, and also for want of 
proper cultivation. 

Beans and peas are only produced for home consumption. 

The absence of farming knowledge, and perhaps the 
painful privation undergone by the colonists during the first 
years after their arrival, has prevented them from making 
any attempt at embellishing their farms, and even of form- 
ing gardens. They lack many of the products of the most 
common character, and such as are to be found in abundance in 
the kitchen-gardens in Europe, and on the tables of even the 
poorest peasant. 

The potato, the most important of all the roots cultivated 
for the use of man, is not "produced in the Colony, either 
through the ignorance of the colonists or because the first at- 
tempts turned out badly, the plants having been destroyed by 
flies. This inconvenience cannot be chronic. The land and 
climate are admirably adapted for the production of this useful 
article of food. 

We notice in all parts of the Colony the evidences of the 
struggles of the inhabitants during the early years of the 
establishment. But at the same time, numerous proofs are 
palpable that in the struggle the colonists have been victorious, 



—28— 

mi all fear for the future has disappeared; and the men, who 
a short time ago only thought of producing the necessaries of 
life, now occupy themselves in making that life agreeable and 
comfprtable, and laying by a provision for their children. 

The number of animals, property of the colonists, in De- 
cember 1862; was as follows: 

Horses and mares . : 1 569 

Oxen 396 

Cows , 2305 

Calves 3700 

Sheep 500 

Hogs 600 

The number of oxen appears to be disproportioned to the 
number of families; but the colonists do not make as much 
use of these animals as they should. The majority use horses 
in all agricultural labors and cartage, 

I agree that the work done by the horse is more rapid and 
cleaner; but I have already spoken of the quality of the soil in 
this region: a layer of rich black mould of eight to ten inches 
in thickness covering an almost equally as rich reddish loam^ 
which only wants turning up and exposure to the sun and air ta 
make it productive. 

It is clear that under these circumstances, the plowing 
should be deep, in order to bring up as much loam as possible 
to the surface to mix with the black soil; for the latter, exceed- 
ingly fertile it is true, is lighter, and does not offer sufficient 
resistance to the prevalent droughts. 

To cultivate these lands properly, plows of a peculiar 
construccion should be used; probably the English sub-soil 
plow would be just the thing. 

Now for this class of work, the horses of the country will 
not do. They are weak and unused ta the labor. Oxen are 
the right thing; and until the ground be well cultivated, and 
a fertile amalgam made of the superficial soil and sub-stratum 
of loam,, two, three or even fom* yoke of oxen should be put 
to the plow, and the colonists will find that their land will pro- 
duce fifty fold with the same certainty as the twenty to twenty 
five theyget now. By and by, when the above operation 
shall be thoroughly perfected, a single pair of horses will suffice 
for the work. 

After what I have said it is superfluous to add that the 
lands in Esperanza are superficially and badly cultivated;, and 
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the natural consequence is, that the roots of the seeds sown, 
not being able to penetrate perpendkularly in the ground, 
extend \hemsel\cs longitudinaUy, and thus offer but little re- 
sistance to winds, rains and drought. It stands to reason that 
a plant that has a good deep hold of a firm soil by means of 
perpendicular roots, is capable of resisting along spell of dry 
Aveather. 

The result of bad cultivation is apparent in the wheat 
crops of the Colony. Every thing has been id their favor this 
year, and really they present a very flourishing appearance. 
But in lands that should produce, in a year like the present, 
thirty to thirty five, and even forty for one, the average yield 
probably will not be more than twenty to twenty two. 

A yield of forty for one is by no means an hypothesis. In 
the better cultivated lands of San Carlos, that yield has been 
cropped, and there is more than one field that will produce 
that quantity the present year; and yet the temperament and 
soil are precisely the same in San Carlos as in Esperanza. 

CHilLPrER V. 



The want of a good and intelligent administration has 
been much felt in the Colony of Esperanza. It was probably 
out of the power of the Government to furnish a competent 
person; but it certainly might liave chosen a judge, as chief 
authority, whose intelligence and influence might have com- 
pensated to some extent the absence of a more practical 
administration. 

In a community like that of Esperanza, the Juez de Paz^ 
(literally, Justice of Peace), should occupy a kind of patriar- 
chal position in the Colony. He should be a man to whom 
each inhabitant might with confidence apply to arrange his 
disputes with his neighbors, and to give him advice on all suhr 
jects connected with the Colony, He should attend to the 
education of the children, as will as give sound counsels on 
agricultural matters to adults. He should deal justly and pru- 
dently with matters connected with religion, doing all in his 
power to promote harmony between the members of different 
sects, and finally he should look upon himself as being respon- 
sable for the peace, comfort and welfare of the community 
placed in his charge. 
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To a person of this description the Government should 
give a sufficient salary so that no motive shall exist for the 
ipagistrate to eke out an inadequate income by contributions 
from the pockets of the colonists* The only v^ork for which 
he might be permitted to receive fees, is the making out of 
deeds for property, transfers and articles of sale and leases, 
the measurement of lands and settling of limits. 

He should abstain from all kind of business in the Colony, 
and above all, he should not be allo>^ ed to make the smallest 
charge for the trial of causes, or for arranging disputes be- 
tween the colonists. 

In order to obtain such an administration, I do not 
. hesitate to advise the Government to select a man from out - 
side the Colony; an honest intelligent man who shall speak 
the Spanish, French and German languages, and to whom 
should be paid the same salary as the Judges of first Instance 
receive in the other towns of the province, giving him a house 
and land for a garden, not as personal property, but as pro- 
perty belonging to the office. 

The Judge should be in all cases a creation of the Govern- 
ment and not left to be elected by the colonists; he should be 
President of the Municipality, the latter of course composed 
of the inhabitants of the Colony. 

The present Judge is a well intentioned man I have no 
doubt; but he is not competent to accupy a situation that re^* 
quires great tact intelligence and activity. 

He has his own particular affairs to attend to. Belonging 
to the fanatical religious party, it is natural that he should favor 
that party at the expense of the others. He cannot make 
himself respected, and what is still worse, he is not only judge 
but lawyer as well, making the colonists pay for his decisions 
in cases of disputes or law-suits. 

It is consequently easy to understand that instei^d of 
arranging amicably the quarrels of the colonists, it is to his 
interest to augment law-rsuits and disputes; and being 
himself a colonist and known already as a party man, his 
decisions, let them be right or wrong,will always be viewed 
by the disappointed party as the result of favoritism. Were 
the Judge a stranger to the Colony no one would dream of 
doubting his good faith. 

I have heard it said that the Government, cognisant of 
some of the facts I have related, intends to leave the choice. 



of an administrative Jtfdge to the colonists Ihenisclves* 

I take it upon myself to say that the idea is a very im- 
prudent one. 

In the Colony there are three distinct parties that have 
already commenced to disturb the quiet of the place. 

One is composed of the fanatical catholics, headed by the 
Judge and the curate. 

Another is composed of the moderate catholics, a very 
respectable body. 

And the third are the protestattts, also an important ele^ 
ment in the Colony. 

How are we to harmonize these parties so that all shall 
be satisfied with the man elected? Of course it is impossible. 

The Government should be very careful that the con- 
sideration which it desires to have for the wishes of the colo- 
nists, does not lead it into measures which may turn out 
to be imprudent. 

The Colony is an Argentine Colony^ subject to the laws 
of the country. The authorities should not teach the colo- 
nists lessons in a species of liberty that is not accorded to 
Argentine citizens themselves. 

There is nothing imprudent in allowing them to 
elect sectional Justices of the peace, as a kind of Municipal 
officer; but the principal Judge, the highest authority in the 
community, should certainly be named by Government, and 
should certainly not belong to the Colony. 

I have been somewhat prolix on this subject, but I believe 
it of paramount importance for the moral welfare of the inha-^ 
bitantsof Esperanza. 

To the want of an intelligent administration may be tra- 
ced much of the carelessness of the people in reference to the 
embellishment of their homes. There are very few trees 
planted^ and the gardens are wretchedly neglected. 

The great common that divides the German from the Swiss 
population should have been studded with trees, not only to 
beautify the Colony, but also to furnish shade for the animals, 
and attract rains and dews. It is I believe an acknowledged 
fact that plantations of trees in regions where none existed 
before, cause notable changes in the atmosphere. 

The present Justice of the Peace opposed the planting 
of trees giving for a reason that they attracted insects. His 
Intelligence did not enable him deduce the fact that if the treei 
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attract the insects, the lani will be proportionately free from 
them. 

The idea proceeds from ignorance. 

Trees operate to a very important ext^ent in securing the 
crops and plantations from the ravages of insects; 1 st. Be- 
cause they attract, as 1 have said^ large numbers ttiat would 
otherwise have destroyed the plants in the field; and 2nd, 
because they also attract quantities of insectiferons birds, 
who make short work of beetles^ grubs, moths and flies, 

Asa corallary to the last paragraph, I refer to a report 
presented to the French Government about ten years ago,whiclv 
stated that the destruction of small birds caused by sports- 
men and the ignorant prejudices of the peasants and farmers, 
had caused the insect tribe to propagate to such an extent, 
that the crap& were seriously endangered. 

If the almost total absence of trees in the Colony surprises- 
and afflicts one, we are still more surprised at the bare op-' 
pearance of the homes of the colonists,. At the most we find 
a little slip of ground, littered withrublisb, and on which are 
two or three diseased peach-trees and a head or two of cab- 
bage. The difficulty experienced by the colonists atone 
time to gain a subsistence,, has apparently dulled their per^ 
eeptionfor the beautiful, and has made them fix their whole 
attention in their cattle and their wheat crops. 

There are of course honorable exceptions^. I saw three* 
or four concessions where evident signs of good taste prevailed; 
where the gardens were full of trees and flowers; the latter 
belonging to the common but brilliant species so much in fa- 
vor with the peasantry of Europe: poppies, sweet-william, 
pinks, Prince's feather, sun-ftowers, tulips, geraniums etc. 
In one concession I remarked that the owner had planted 
poplars and trees of Paradise on either side of the roads run- 
ning by his grounds; and although the trees are still small, 
it is wonderful what a pretty appearance they give the house^ 
andfarm,. compared with others around them. 

A purchaser would give ten or fifteen per cent more for 
this concession than be would for others, merely for the sake 
of its few trees. 

Every where we turn our eyes in the Colony, we find 
evidences ofthe want of competent knowledge on the part of 
the immigrants and the evil consequences of not having esta- 
blished some sort of Administration that might have give^ the 
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people some lessons in the practical management of theit" 
farms. 

Nevertheless j as I have more than once said, there are 
evidences of an improvement . It is of course im possible that, 
surrounded by natural advantages, any set of men should 
remain long insensible to them^ and ignorant of the means of 
applying them to theii* benefit. On the German side there 
has been established public gardens and grounds that evince 
some taste in laying out. And this year there are many fa- 
milies convinced of the necessity as well as importance of 
planting fruit and other trees. 

Only one Colonist has planted a vineyard, following, in 
its formation^ the German system, also adopted in Mendoza , 
and San Juan. This system consists in allowing the plant to 
grow to the height of six feet, sustained at first, by stakes. 
The grape vines of the two provinces I haVe mentioned, (and 
I believe the same system prevails in Rioja and Catamarca)^ 
notwithstanding their stunted height, are like little trees, 
with trunks sometimes eight and ten inches in diameter. 

When means are discovered to destroy the ants, which 
are the greatest enemies the vine has in the Litoral^ it might 
be advisable to try the Chilian system of vine cultivation. 
This consists in keeping the phmt cut down to the height of 
• twenty inches to two feet, and allow the vines to spread over 
the ground. The advantages of this system are, that the plant 
is protected from the heavy winds, and the exhuberant leaves 
prevent an undue evaporation of the moisture of the ground 
in dry weather* 

We have obtained the consent of the intelligent Ad^ 
ministrator of the Colony of San Carlos to try the experiment 
there. 

The vineyard \ve have spoken of, gives already an abun- 
dance of fruit, and at all events proves the facility of growing 
grapes m the colonies. The owner made last year a small 
quantity of wine* which clumsily made, is still equal to the 
ordinary rhenish wines. 

But laying aside the idea of producing wine for sale, which 
I do not lay much stress upon^ the cultivation of the vine is 
important as affording a delicious and wholesome fruit in a 
region were fruit of all kinds is scarce. 

The success of this first experiment has induced many 
colonists to plant vines; and it is rather strange thaf it is the 
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Swiss and not the Germans who take an intcr6.in the subject. 

The Germans on the whole, have not progr^ed as ra- 
pidly as the French-Swiss. The latter have already lyttj^ty 
one brick houses, while on the German side there areNf^y 
four. This fact may be explained in part by the difereuce inh^ 
character of the two people: the Swiss Avith a good deal ofp^ 
french nature in them, are much more inclined to make thi 
selves comfortable than the stolid and indifferent Gerni 

There is besides another reason^ — In the dark days of ip 
Colony, the Germans, more laborious men than their neighbor* 
started off to the forests, which were not more than tw e^^ 
or fifteen miles from their side of tlie Colony, and set to wF^ 
in sqaring timber, getting outfire-wood, and making charcr^^ 

In this business they made a good deal of money, and sdp^, 
came to took on their concessions with disdain; and instead/ o* 
laying out the money earned in improving their lands, Si^^ 
buildings themselves houses, the most of it was spent in dis- 
sipation. Now that the woods are thinning and do not offer ti>^ 
same advantages as formerly on account of more people being; 
engaged in the business, the Germans find themselves in the^ 
necessity of doing what they should have done at first: atteni^ 
to the cultivation of their farms. For this reason we find tj/^^ 
German concessions very far behind those of the Swiss; th#i*^ 
lands badly tilled and their bouses poor and miserable, ^r 

But these people notwithstanding some petty vife^T are 
honest and industrious. The women in particular arel*^^''^"* 
working, and it is something curious to see young girls rjf ^^"^ 
ten to fifteen years of age, mounted cross-legged on BPi'se- 
back and arreando the herds of cattle with all the dexterit^"^ 
fearlessness of a gaucho, ^^ 

It is all but impossible to induce the Germans to send theij[ 
children to school. The Government has not neglected IhA 
means of education in the Colony, and named a competent^ 
master, conversant with the threelanguages. But the Germans 
and many of the Swiss as well^ under the frivolous and foolish 
pretext that they did not want the Spanish language to be 
taught to their children, would not allow them to attend the 
schools. The Government had made the instruction of the 
Spanish peremptory.. 

The real motive however of the apathy of the people in \ 
reference to the education of their children is to* be sought for ^ 
in the fact, that not being able to procure hired labor^ the seir- j 
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vices of the childreD, even of those of six or seven years of 
age, are found to be of great value to the parents; and they are 
not sufficiently intelligent themselves tobe willing to sacrifice 
this advantage for another they are not able to appreciate. 

There are supposed to be three schools in operation in Es- 
peranza, but in reality >ve may say there are none, as there 
is no attendance of scholars. There is a school for girls where 
J believe there is an attendance of ten or twelve. It may be 
that as soon as the busy summer and harvest time is over the 
colonists will take advantage of the means that the Govern- 
ment affords them of educating their children; and we repeat 
that an energetic Administration is necessary to attend to this 
as well as many other important subjects of paramount inte- 
rest to the future well-being of the Colony. 

I was rather surprised and disgusted at finding stationed at 
the extremity of the Colony a picket of gaucho soldiers. In- 
quiring into such an unnecessary display of military in a place 
entirely free from danger of any kind, I was told by the Go- 
vernor that it was a force of provincial guards under the orders 
of the National Government, and had been placed there for the 
protection of the Colonists; but being persuaded that it was 
entirely useless, besides being prejudicial to the people by their 
horses damaging the crops, he intended requesting the Go- 
vernment either to disband the troop or send them to the 
frontier, farther north. 

The only crimes known in the Colony have been perpe- 
trated by these soldiers, the dregs of Xhegancho population; 
and as for protection, even were there any danger of attacks 
from Indians, who are now driven fifty leagues back into 
the Chaco, the colonists are very well able to protect them- 
selves. If ever the Indians invade again the vicinity of Santa- 
F6, they will be pretty certain to give the Colonies and their 
riflemen a wide berth. 

Theideaof a number of drunken ^awcAo* protecting the 
stalwart Teutons, and the the sharpshooters from Switzerland, 
struck me as being supremely ridiculous. 

Tliere is no want of good agricultural implements in the 
Colony, There are to seen a few of the old-fashioned heavy 
and clumsy plow with big wheels, but the modern French, 
English and American plow is in much more general use. They 
want the English t Sub-soil» however, for reasons which I have 
already stated. 
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An iutelligent North American, Mr. Evans, lately esta* 
Wished in the Colony, has introduced a large number of im- 
plements and machines: and the colonists appear to be anxious 
to possess themselves of all the best and newest inventions. 

Mr. Evans has imported and sold already five reaping and 
four threshing machines; and I understand has orders for 
many more. He hasalso introduced Cultivators, American plows, 
seed-sowing machines, and others to wash clothes and make 
butter and cheese. 

A Mr, Schaffter, a German American, hasalso aided great- 
ly in the impulse given to the prosperity of the Colony du- 
ring the last two years; proving that had there been a few fa- 
mUies of education and with a little capital amongst the first 
colonists, all their sufferings might easily Have been avoided. 

We may safely expect that with the generalization of reap- 
ing and threshing machines, there will be no more wheat lost 
in the open fields, as in 1862. 

There are large numbers of machines for graining corn, 
which is produced in considerable quantities in the Colony, 
notwithstanding the climate, as I have said before, is not as 
favorable for the production of this cereal as for wheat. One 
of the machines alluded to is of sufficient force to grain two 
hundred quintals per day. 

The concessions, with one or two exceptions, are not fen- 
ced in, as although there is no lack of timber, it is situated 
at a distance of fifteen and twenty miles from the Colony, and 
fencing thus becomes rather costly. 

Some colonists are commencing to use wire fences, which 
appear to be the best adapted for this region, were we not ta 
give the preference to live fences of thorn, or of poplar -trees; 
the latter are common in Chile, in Mendozaand in San Juan, 
The advantage of the poplar fence is, that the timber once 
grown, would be very valuable in a place where trees are 
entirely wanting, 

I noticed on a few concessions an attempt to fence the 
gardens with Tuna or prickly ipeav^ {cactus epuntia.) This 
plant makes a secure if not a handsome enclosure; but I ipuch 
prefer the American Aloe, as being cleaner, more durable and 
handsomer. (1) 

(1) The primitive forts which the old Spaniards constructed on the southern fron- 
1)iers, to protect the country against the attacks of. the Indians, -were all fenced in: 
i^ith the «Tuna»; or rather this formed the only defence. The Ijidians, -without fiw- 
^J;m?, found these enclosures impreg;nable.. 
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I have seen in Mexico the Aloe used \ery generally to 
enclose the fields, and the inhabitants procure from the plant 
many valuable articles, and make from its juices a pleasant 
beverage as well as a strong fermented liquor. 

If we cannot say that the Colony of Esperanza has given 
brilliant results, at least we many safely say that they are 
solid, and give security for the future; and if we take into 
consideration the class of immigrants, we cannot but feel a 
satisfaction minj^led with wonder, to see so many substan- 
tial houses, outhouses, well fenced corrales for the cattle, 
herds of cows, fields of from ten to twenty five acres of wheat, 
with crops of corn, barley and peas; and to remember that 
these families in their own country might perhaps never have 
been able to elevate themselves beyond the position of daily 
laborers earning a difficult and precarious subsistence. 

Here they not only possess abundance of the necessaries 
of life, but many are beginning to enrich themselves; and this 
without being obliged to work half as much as dire necessity 
would have obliged them to do in Europe. In fact the colo- 
nists would have been much more advanced had they been 
more industrious in this country. 



From the experience I have been able to acquire I am 
convinced that, as a general principle, forced immigration is 
not an advantage to the country, as it is costly, and difficult, 
and favorable results are very tardy in showing themselves. 
I speak in reference to schemes of immigration carried out by 
Governments of provinces. 

The principal object should be to induce a better class of 
immigrants, men of intelligence and yaXh capitals, to settle in 
the country. With these will come the poorer classes spon- 
taneously, and who, during the first years of their residence 
in the country would work as hired laborers, thus producing 
an immediate benefit to all parties* ♦ 



I have seen many of these unique forts, which for want of care are mostly rn 
ruins at present, and could not help admiring the ingenuilv of the first inhabilanls, 
taking advantage of such a simple, and at the same time such aa efficacious material 
in regions where wood and stone are not to be found* 

Verily the old Spaniards were wiser in their generation than their descendants, 
if they did not enjoy «free institutions* and a Republicaa form ofGoverameut. 
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I became acquainted in the Colony of San Ger6nimo with 
a man who not having any money, had the good sense to leave 
his concession and hired himself as a farm laborer for four 
years. He was economical, saved his wages and lived com- 
fortably, while hundreds of his fellow-colonists in Esperanza 
were in misery. He is now, at the end of six years, owner of 
a handsome farm of eighty acres,with good houses, animals and 
crops, the value of which cannot be less than from five to six 
thousand dollars. There are few of the families of Esperanza 
who are so well off. 

Had half the colonists hired themselves as laborers to the 
other half, I have no doubt, notwithstanding the want of ca- 
pitals, that the Colony would have found itself much more 
advanced, and there would have been little or no suffering. 
Eut each family had to depend entirely upon itself, as no hand& 
were to be had. Thus the labors in the fields had to be ne- 
glected when other necessary work was to be done, and 
vice versa. 

I sawa man, a Swiss, who had left his concession entirely 
uncultivated while he had occupied himself in building a house. 
AVithout being a mason, this man had made and burnt excel- 
lent bricks, and had completed a comfortable, large and even 
handsome house with his own hands. His neighbors volun- 
teered me the information that the industrious fellow had smo- 
ked twenty pipes of tabacco and finished a bottle of whisky for 
every course of bricks he laid! 

As there are no hands to hire, there can be consequently 
no proper repartition of labor; and this explains why the colo- 
nists keep their children at home to work, instead of sending 
them to school. 

One of the wealthiest men of the Colony is M. Henry, 
the person whom the Governor presented to me as my cice^ 
rone. He is a Frenchman, and is not one of the original co- 
lonists. He has lately established himself there, taking with 
him a few thousand dollars. He has two handsome conces- 
sions, which be has nearly fenced with algarrobo; three hun- 
dred head of cattle, a small flock of sheep and a good house 
in the plaza. He tias made money; but were he abje to pro- 
cure hands, he would make a great deal more. 

Mr. Evans and Mr. Schaffter, whom I have already men- 
tioned, both men of education and enterprize, are in the same 
position. Their exertions are more or less paralized by the 
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%vant of hands to assist them in carrying out their plans for the 
advancement of the interests of the Colony. 

There are others whose families are too young to assist 
them, while those who possess three or four grown up children 
have, almost without an exception, prospered. 

The family Grenon is an example. It is true that this 
colonist broughtwith him a few hundred dollars, but his prin- 
cipal wealth consisted in his eight sons. Grenon's farm looks 
more like an old country homestead than any other in the 
Colony. He has a good brick house with dairies under 
ground; strong corrales emA vfiih good gates hung in his enclo- 
sures; kitchen and flower gardens; plantations of fruit trees 
etc. It was here I remarked poplars and other showy trees 
planted ^n either side of the road. 

He has sown this year thirty seven quintales of wheat, 
and has fields of corn, peas, barley and lucerne. His crop 
of wheat will give him this year at least a couple of thousand 
dollars. Of butter alone the family makes and sells to the 
araountof four hundred dollars a year, selling it at ninepence 
sterling a pound. 

This man had no other advantage over his fellows but 
thelabor of his numerous family, if we lay aside that of the petty 
amount of money he brought with him. We must add how- 
ever that the family is noted for its economy and industry. 
Grenon has already respectable sums of money out at interest, 
and will be able to establish all his family in a prosperous po- 
sition. 

It seems to be pretty evident that itis not always advanta- 
geous either to the Government or to the colonist, the gift of 
land in fee simple to the immigration from Europe. It would 
be far better to offer greater inducements to practical farmers, 
who would themselves induce the poorer classes to accompany 
them. 

How many thousands of indigent families there are in 
Europe who would accept with joy the security of being able to 
earn individually fifteen dollars, or seventy five francs per 
month and their food, with the offer besides of a few 
acres in gift at the end of two or fcree years, when experience 
and their savings would enable them to work a farm with ad- 
vantage to themselves! 

And how many farmers and proprietors there are in this 
country who might make fortunes in a few years with the aid 
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of abundance of hired labor, and who nowi for the want 6f it# 
see nine tenths of their property unproductive! 

The class of immigration we want in this country is of 
two sorts: men of intelligence and capital, and hands to hire* 
To fill the country up with pauper proprietors is as foolish as it 
is imprudent for all parties* 

If I might be permitted to suggest a plan I would say that 
something might be made out of the following idea: 

To interest the Governments, Immigration Societies, 
Benevolent Societies, Boards of Health etc- in emigration 
schemes, which should be so arranged that to every twenty 
families of poor people shall be added one or two farmers 
with some capital, with whom the former shall contract to 
serve for two or three years, receiving the same wagfts as are 
paid for equivalent labor in the country. 

Besides these wages, each family should be guaranteed at 
the end of the two or three years from twenty five to eighty 
acres of land, according to the number of members in it. 

For this object, the parties in Europe should arrange 
with the Governments of the provinces here, for the donation 
of a tract of land sufficient to enable the head of the colony to 
make over at the end of a certain term, to each one of his fa- 
milies the lot of land mentioned above, and leaving him from 
one hundred to two hundred cuadras, according to the Capital 
and number of families he may have introduced into the coun* 
try. 

By this means even a pauper immigration might be made 
of immediate value, for their subsistence would be secured 
while their labor would enrich the country; and the capitalist 
would be able to make his property valuable and lay the 
foundation of a fortune, merely by having had command, for 
two or more years, of bands to assist him. 

Tho large landed proprietors of this country might with 
advantage make the same operation; and for Ibis purpose 
we would propose the formation of Immigration Societies in 
this Republic, where propositions of all kinds might be 
received from Governments and individuals, so that on the ar- 
rival of immigrants, there might be every class of occupation 
awaiting their acceptance. This would inspire confidence 
amongst the class in Europe that desires to emigrate. (1) 

(1) After "writing these lines, lam happy to learn that it is the intention of Mr. 
Rawson, Minister of the Interior, to establish in Rosario an Immigration Gommisioa, 
probably , amongst others, with the object indicated in the text. y 
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The cultivation of wheat is assuming in this province a 
great importance,and it is only the want of hands that prevents 
Santa F6 from supplying the whole of the Litoral, with Cor- 
rientes and Paraguay, and also to dispute the market of JBrazil 
with the North Americans* 

There is no wheat-grower but what is able to pay from 
ten to twelve dollars for handstand find employment at the 
J^ame time for the women and children. 

I have said that the crops of the colonies are this year very 
fine* The amount of wheat sown is not greater however than 
last year, about three thousand bushels; and I should say that 
it will produce on an average from twenty three to twenty 
five for one. 

I must here remark however, that this calculation may 
err for one reason: The Colonists of Esperanza have the bad 
hi-^bit of sowing two much grain on their lands. In San Carlos 
the a mount sown to the acre is from thirty to thirty five pounds, 
while in Esperanza double this quantity is put into the 
same ground. Thus while in the former colony an average of 
thirty to thirty five for one is common, in the latter the yield 
varies from eighteen to twenty two, as the quantity of wheat 
taken off the acre in Esperanza is no greater than in San Carlos^ 
notwithstanding a larger quantity of seed having been sown. 

These lands with proper cultivation should never give less 
than thirty for one, and otcgU to give forty five, in favorable 
years like the present. 

We may calculate perhaps the product of the wheat crop 
in Esperanza this year as from forty five to fifty thousand bush- 
els, which at a dollar and a half a bushel will give seventy five 
thousand dollars to the Colony in this one article. 

If we add thirty thousand bushels of corn, six thousand 
bushels of barley, four thousand bushels of legumes, twenty 
tons of butter and fifty tons of cheese, taking only the surplus 
of the Colony, we have products to the value of a hundred and 
fifteen thousand dollars, besides the increase in the cattle. 

If the value of wheat increases, as there are reasons to 
suppose it will, on account of the wars in the United States 
and the neighboring Republic of Uruguay, and the prevalence 
of droughts in Chile and the province of Buenos Aires, a sum 
often or fifteen thousand dollars might be added to the above 
calculation. 

The Colonies suffer a great disadvantage from not having 
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a ready and easily-reached market for their produce. Santa 
Fe has not yet sufficient commercial importance to make it a 
desirable market, and a few fanegas of wheat and corn, and 
a few quintals of butter over and above the wants of the town, 
bring down the price at once, 

What the colonists want is a facile and cheap communica- 
tion to the great markets of Rosario, Buenos Aires and Monte- 
video. With tliis incentive, the Colonies would produce^ 
besides an augmentation in their principal articles, immense 
quantities of cheese, butter, eggs, fowls and vegetables, all 
of which meet with ready sale in the above mentioned towns. 

It is true that there are merchants now in the Colonies 
who purchase wheat, maize, butter and cheese; but as they 
have to pay heavy freight^ they cannot afford to give the 
farmers the value of their produce. Butter which is only 
worth from sij5 pence to sevenpence halfpenny in the Colony, 
is sought for with avididy in Rosario at two shillings and two 
and sixpence ; while in Buenos Aires it is often worth four 
shillings, 

What would aid nuiterially in the development of the 
agricultural wealth of the Colonies, would be the establishment 
of a line of traction cars between them and Santa F6 ; and at 
the latter port, to have a small steamboat to run regularly to 
Rosario and San Fernando at the foot ot the river Parana, 
from which point there is already a railroad to Buenos Aires. 

The level country lends itself admirably to this class of 
transportation, and the cheap rates of freight would stimulate 
the colonists to work on a larger scale, and produce a number 
of articles that now. from the difficulty of sending them to a 
market, are ntglected. 

The butter of the Colony is much songht after in Buenos 
Aires, where it sells at times as high as fiveshillings the pounds 
the general price being from two and sixpence to three shil- 
lings sterling. . And this price is not an indication of the 
quality of the article ^for as a general thing the butter of the 
colonies in wretched stuff; badly worked, badly salted, and 
full of whey, so that it spoils in a very few days. But it has 
a good flavor, is rich, and is produced in very limited quanti- 
ties in other parts of the country. 

Cheese, which by and by will be an important product in 
the Colony, is also manufactured with much ignorance. Thi» 
should not be so. There are excellent elements for the making 
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of the best cheese, and yet what is made is of an extremely 
inferior quality, and which does not command half the price 
of that which we get from Catamarca and Bolivia. 

It woiildbeinthe Literal a sure means of making a fortune, 
the production of good butter and cheese, for the demand 
for both far surpasses the supply. 

Last year Esperanza produced thirty five thousand Lush- 
els of maize, half of which was still unsold when I visited the 
Colony iuNovemler; and I saw corn in grain selling for one 
dollar and a half the fanega, (350 lbs,) while in Rosario it Avas 
worth three dollars. This circumstance proves the necessity 
of cheap means of communication with large markets, for as 
J have said before, the town of Santa-F6 offers a very limited 
one. 

The price paid for carting a fanega of grain to Santa-Fe 
is about one dollar; and thus the speculator purchasing in 
the latter port, has to pay a price which allows him a very 
small margin for profit, while the colonist sells at a price 
Mhich does not give him an adequate return for his labor. 

Were the colonists more active and intelligent it would 
be easy for them, by a unity of action, to combine to protect 
and further their interests. A line of transportation wag- 
gons for instance, established and directed by the colonists 
themselves, to Santa-F6, or better still to the river Salado, 
with a few f latboats, would enable them to put their produce 
alongside of a vessel in the port of Santa-F^ at a quarter or 
fifth of what it costs them at present. 

Unity of action would bring many other advantages to the 
Colony. Societies might be formed , amongst others a Building 
Loan Society which would be of vfist importance to the colo- 
nists. The limits of a little work like this does not allow 
me to do more than mention the value of societies of this na- 
ture which are doing so much to ameliorate the condition of 
the poorer classes in the old world; and which might with 
great advantage be transplanted not only to the colonies, but 
with excellent results, to our centres of commercial popula- 
tion, Buenos Aires, Kosarioand Gualeguaychii. (1) 



(I) Some weeks after the publication of the remarks in the text in the«Ferro- 
carril,* I learnt with great satisfaction that the principal colonists and citizens of 
Esperanza have actnally formed a Society for some of the objects mentioned: amongst 
others, the transportation of produce by the river Salado. By this route there is n© 
necessity to go round by Santa-F6, but float boats directly down to the Parand, and 
then thirty miles farther on to Rosario. 
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A bank, in the shape of a Savings Bank would be preferable^ 
might be established under the patronage of the Government, 
with a directory chosen from the most influencial and intel- 
ligent of the citizens. There are not wanting amongst the last 
arrivals at the Colony, men who understand the working of the 
institutions I have mentioned, as well as their importance. 
But I believe that to carry out the object the Government will 
have to take the initiative, for there is wanting in the colony the 
most important element to ensure success, union. 

The water of the colonies is excellent and plentiful at the 
depth of from forty to fifty feet. Every house has its well, and 
most have two and three. The water is soft, taking soap and 
washing clothes perfectly welK 

There are two windmills and several others moved by horse 
power. Fine flour however is not made except on a very small 
scale, the bread made and in general use being a mixture of 
flour, middlings and shorts, to which is often added the bran 
as well. It is consequently blacky but sweet and wholesome* 

The people live simply but substantially ,although very lit- 
tle meat enters into their food. Breakfast consists of their 
brown bread, milk, butter and sometimes coffee. They dine 
at twelve and sup at six, when to the materials of breakfast are 
added eggs and bacon, and sometimes fresh meat. 

Every family possesses a waggon of four wheels, drawn by 
two horses,and many have two or more of these waggons. The 
horses always go at a trot whatever the load may be, for the 
roads are as smooth and level as an English tm^npU^e. 

The amount of butter produced in the three Colonies we 
may calculate in rough figures to be fifty tons, and the eggs 
from Esperanza alone say a hundred and sixty thousand do- 
zen. Were there an accesible market for the latter there 
would be no difficulty in producing for sale half a million of 
dozen, which at ten cents would amount to the handsome 
sum of fifty thousand dollars! 

A word in reference to the butter trade, which is acqui- 
ring large proportions in the country. Let us see.what might 
easily be produced in Esperanza. There are in the Colony 
two thousand and five cows. We may safely calculate that 

I had the pleasure of conversing vith the Presideut elect of the Society, Mr.Schaff^ 
ter^-who in a visit to Buenos Aires, and aided hy Mr. Rawson, Minister of the Interior^ 
and enthusiastic promoter of every scheme for the advancement of the country, ob- 
tained some very decided advantages for his fellow members and for the Colony in 
general^ 
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on an average each cow should produce two pounds of butter 
per week. This will give as the produceof all thecows in 
one year a fraction less than two thousand four hundred quin-- 
tals, which is the quantity that Esperanza might easily pro- 
duce. Let us deduct from this the half for home consumption, 
or say something over a pound a day for each family, and we 
shall have the same quantity of butter produced in the Colo- 
ny of Esperanza alone, as is now produced by all the three. 
And our calculation of two pounds a week for each cow is very 
low, and might be increased two-fold by a little trouble in the 
feeding of tlie animals, and improving the breed. 

I cannot take leave of the Colony of Esperanza without a 
word or two on rehgious or rather church topics. 

There are as. I have already stated, two hundred and 
thirty catholic families and one hundred and fifteen protes- 
tants. Of the first, one half or probably more, are liberal 
or moderate in their opinions, and disposed to live in harmony 
with their neighbors, whatever may be their creed. The 
rest are fanatics who sooner or later will cause trouble in the 
Colony, 

This is a subject that deserves serious attention; and we 
are sorry to observe that little or no importance has been at- 
tached to it. 

I found installed as catholic curate of the parish an old 
acquaintance of mine, a franciscan monk, a good sort of man 
and upright; but imbued with all the hot fanaticism which so 
particularly characterizes that religious brotherhood. 

With the best of intentions accordmg to his way of think- 
ing, this friar is capable of disorganizing the whole society of 
Esperanza; for it is well known to what lengths the intolerance 
of this body will carry them, even to compromising the pro- 
gress of the age. 

But laying aside general results, there is a subject that 
interests the welfare ofa part cf the inhabitants of the Colony. 
These monks attack morality in their attacks on the most im- 
portant of human institutions, matrimony. 

In the case for example of a mixed marriage celebrated 
by a protestant Minister, these friars not only denounce it as 
unlawful, but do all they can to separate the couple, when they 
allow the ciitholic to marry again, thus laying the stigma of 
illigitimacy on the children of the first marriage. 

There has been already two eases in which the curate has 
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persuaded the Catholic that be did right in leaving his protes- 
tant wife, and has married him to another woman. 

In our conscience we denounce this conduct as criminal 
in the highest degree; an offence against morality and a crime 
against society and the country, as it makes bastards of sub- 
jects of the State; and no Minister 'of whatever church should 
be allowed to exercise such a dangerous power. 

In my opinion such principles,inculcated by the clergy, are 
pernicious in their moral effects. A Catholic priest has a per- 
fect right privately to look on a marriage celebrated by a pro- 
testant Minister as invalid and unlawful; but to permit and 
urge a separation with leave to marry again, is no more nor less 
than inciting to adultery, and is as I have said, a crime against 
the State and against society. 

As we are on the eve of receiving a large immigration, a 
portion of which will of course be protestant, it behooves the 
Government to see that the liberal guarantees which the Cons- 
titution gives to members of all religious sects, be not nullified 
by fanatical monks. Otherwise we may bid adieu to any hopes 
of drawing to the country the very men whom it is our greatest 
interest to induce to come. 

In the mean time I trust that the provincial Government 
will remove the monk and put in his place a good secular 
priest, a step that I understand the Governor intends taking 
soon. 

THE COLONY OF SAN GERONIMO. 



As Esperanza began to fill up with new arrivals, the Go- 
vernment, in order to have lands in readiness for the new- 
comers, laid out between San Carlos and the first Colony, ano- 
ther> equidistant from both, and in the same fertile Savannah, 
giving it the above name. 

Colonized by a spontaneous immigration,SanGer6nimoin 
ray opinion is an improvement on Esperanza. The people are 
superior in many respects to the latter; and although we can- 
not say that they knoAvmuch about agriculture, they are never- 
theless intelligent and industrious. 

The greater part of these colonists are mountaineer Swiss> 
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and ate all devout arid somewhat bigoted catholics. All haVd 
corae with more or less money, from two thousand to twentv 
thousand francs. (1) 

San Gerdnimo is laid out similarly to Esperanza, but 
there are only a hundred and twelve (Concessions measured by 
Government. Of these eighty five are occupied by the same 
number of families, in all four hundred and sixty two souls. 
The rest of the concessions are all engaged by the colonists 
themselves in behalf of their friends and relatives who are still 
in Europe, and desire to come out. In a few months more, the 
lands laid out will be entirely occupied. 

The Colony is rather far off fropa the woods, and the co-» 
lonists consequently loose much time in carting fire-wood and 
stakes for their corrales. Here there is an absolute necessity 
for planting trees, of which the peach is the most advanta^ 
geous,as it grows rapidly, and the yearly pruning would give 
sufficient fire-wood in a country like this, where fire- wood is 
only necessary for cooking purposes. 

The Colony is only two years old, and as yet little has 
been done but putting, up the necessary buildings and cultiva^ 
ting enough ground to insure a subsistence. 

Forty families of the eighty five, are recent arrivals, and 
of course have no crop of wheat this year. Thirty five have 
crops of wheat, and although the land is hastily and superfi- 
cially cultivated and the seed badly sown, the fields promise very 
well, and the returns will be at least equal to those Esperanza. 

There are two hundred and eighty one bushels of wheat 
sown this year and a good deal of barJey. Those families whose 
late arrival has prevented them from sowing wheat, have cul- 
tivated as much land as possible for corn; so that there is no 
dangerof the Colony suffering from scarcity of food. Lands 
sown the first year with corn are much better prepared to re^ 
ceive wheat the next, as they are cleaner and can be plowed 
deeper. 

The people of this Colony are sober and industrious; 

(1) I copy the following from a letter received from a person whose opiDion i 
respect, and whose experience has been great. 

•las well as you, and for the same reasons, have a very favorable opiniou of the 
Colony of San 6er6nimo. Nevertheless it is to be observed that these colonists come 
from the(ierriuin part of the Swiss canton of Valais, which is one of the most relro- 

Srade couolries in ihe world. These people understand very little about farming-, 
ley have few wants, being accustomed to the coarsest and hardest life at home, and 
they have neither idea nor desire of improvement. Therefore I believe the progress 
ot that Colony will be much slower than might be reasonably expected with any 
other people. 
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good catholics, moral and respeciful. Every family without 
exception has subscribed towards the erection of a church, 
which at the time I visited the Colony, was almost completed. 
Each family obliged itself to deliver five thousand bricks, which 
are made of an excellent quality in all the Colonies. The Go- 
vernment contributed with the remission of all the costs of 
the transfers and deeds for the concessions donated to the im- 
migrants. 

Three or four of the colonists have already built them- 
selves brick houses, and a number are preparing to do the same 
as soon as the wheat crop is taken in. We dismounted at a good 
brick house, well built with two large rooms and a corral made 
of algarrobo stakes. The owner of the concession had con- 
tracted with a colonist of Esperanza to put up the house and 
appurtenances for the sum of six hundred bolivian dollars, 
equivalent to one hundred pounds sterling. When we arrived 
the contractor was having the last coat of whitewash put on^ 
previous to delivering up «the keys.» The owner, a great 
stalwart Swiss who had served in the French armies^ and a host 
of sturdy children, were evidently admiring with pride and 
joy their future home. 

The Justice of Peace of this Colony is a good kind of man. 
but ignorant and without influence. I was annoyed here as 
in Esperanza to find this functionary engaged in trade. He has 
SI kind of hotel where I remarked several gaucha soldiers intox- 
icating themselves; for here as well as in the sister Colony^ 
there is a canton of military stationed on the outskirts of the 
concessions. 

The stipend of these Justices of Peace is not sufficient ta 
enable them to live without some other occupation. We sin- 
cerely trust that the Government will change the system en- 
tirely and adopt the indications we have already made in speak- 
ing of the Administration of Esperanza. 

The horned cattle and horses^ in the Colony of San Gerdnima 
are in the proportion of twenty head to each family. There are 
no sheep and very few hogs. There isa large quantity of butter 
and cheese made here; the latter is the best made in the colo- 
nies, and the people come from the others to purchase here. I 
tried this famous cheese but found it very ordinary, and made 
from skimmed milk. Notwithstanding however its comparative 
bad quality, in is bought up eagerly at twelve dollars the cwt,> 

I cannot help having faith in this Colony, where i» to be 
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noted a progress in two years that is relatively very satisfac^ 
tory; and if it is still much behind Esperanza, I am inclined 
to think that it promises even a higher grade of prosperity. 

My reasons for holding this opinion are, that thepeople> 
are more united, being all from the same Canton; they are all 
more or less independent, comparatively speaking; and if not 
intelligent in farming matters, they are at all events accus- 
tomed to hard work. As they all profess the same religion, 
there is no danger of dissensions such as are threatened in 
Esperanza. They are sober and honest, and what is impor- 
tant, entirely satisfied with their situation, as evidenced by 
the anxiety of every family to bring out its relatives from 
Europe. 

There is an individual in this Colony whose only oc- 
cupation is going to and fro between this place and Switzer- 
land to bring out families* The colonists themselves help to 
Eay his expenses, and now and then the Government gives 
im a few ounces. This man makes no profit; he has a kind 
of monomania for getting out colonists; and if the Provincial 
authorities were not so very stingy, it might make him the ins- 
trument of bringing out thousands of immigrants. 

San Geronimo is one of three distinct experiments. Es- 
peranza, a Colony of paupers, sustained and bronght up, if I 
may use the expression, by the Governnfent. 

San Carlos, a priv ite speculation where for a certain num- 
ber of years, the colonist we may say belongs to a commer- 
cial company. 

And San Geronimo, a Colony peopled by a spontaneous 
immigration, that exacts nothing but the donation of land of- 
fered by Government to every colonist. 

I do not hesitate to give the preference to the latter, and 
believe it will present the best results. 



THE COLONY OF SAN CARLOS. 



In my former chapters, I have occupied myself with the 
Colonies whose establishment has been more or less the work 
of the Government. We now arrive at the description of one 
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constituted on entirely different principles; formed sustained 
and directed by a commercial company and by private capitals, 
without the Government interfering in any way after deliver- 
ing the lands conceded to the Society under a formal con- 
tract. 

From many points of view this Colony is an interesting 
subject for study. 

The Government will probably never again burden 
itself with the care of a Colony; neither does the necessity 
exist any longer. 

Immigration has already invaded the province of Santa 
r6 The region is favorably known in Europe. Agents have 
it down on tlieir books; and the Government need take no more 
trouble than that necessary and proper to induce immigrants 
to come, and deliver the lands which the province engages to 
donate to every fjamily that offers to establish itself in the 
country. All the rest will be accomplished by the colonists 
themselves when they are of the better classes, and by private 
capitals when the colonists are too poor to pay their passage 
and commence working on their own account. 

It is interesting then, to study attentively the origin, pro- 
gress and actual situation of a Colony which was the first, 
and is still the only one in the province, established by a so> 
ciety of private individuals; for we must remember that Mr. 
Aaron Castellanos, scheme or speculation proved abortive. 

Interesting to study for another reason as Avell. The 
Government has lately sanctioned a contract with a German 
house for the establishing of ten thousand families in the 
province of Santa-F6, conceding a rich tract of land between 
the Salado and the Paran^i, to the north-west of the present 
Colonies, 

The terms of this contract are somewhat similar to 
those entered into with the company of San Carlos. The latter 
experiment consequently presents a series of valuable data^ 
that may be studied with advantage by persons interested in 
similar undertakings, enabling them to imitate what experi- 
ence has proved to be useful, and avoid all that on the contrary 
has proved useless or pernicious. 

The Colony of San Carlos is situated about eight leagues 
south-west of Santa-F^, six leagues south of Esperanza and 
about five leagues and a half north west of Coronda, a small 
town and port on a navigable arm of the Parana. 
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it is only in epochs of very low water, that the comuni- 
cation between Coronda and the lower ports is obstructed for 
large vessels; while for small craft it is always open. The arm 
of the Parana on which is situated Coronda, may also be con- 
sidered as a continuation of the Saiado, in which hypothesis, 
the mouth of the latter river may be placed very near the town 
of San Lorenzo, fifteen miles above Rosario. 

San Carlos stands in the same great plain which stretches 
out for many leagues to the west and south of Santa-F6, and 
in which are also situated the other Colonies, with which it has 
facile communication by excellent roadS, as also with the port 
of Coronda, where a large part of the produce of the Colony 
is shipped. 

There is another port, as explained to me by the Admi- 
nistrator, that would suit the purposes of the Colony better 
than Coronda. This is at a point called LaEstancia deMaciel^ 
to the north of Coronda, and situated on the same arm of 
the Parand, or prolongation of the Saiado, and is only twelve 
orthirteen miles from the Colony, accessible at all seasons of 
the year; and with navigable facilities equal to those of Co^ 
ronda. 

These observations iire not out of place here, as I consi- 
der that the Colony of San Carlos and perhaps San Gerdnimo 
as well, will have to seek communications with the lower towns 
by a more direct and less costly route than the port of Santa-Fe. 
The direct route to this . port is intercepted by extensive 
swamps on either side of the Saiado, and which in rainy sea- 
sons are almost impassable. 

The Government bad a goodbridge made over the river 
it is true, but the swamps offer just as serious an obstacle as 
the river. It is true in dry weather the route, though long, 
is practicable, skirting the swamps; and for a man on horse- 
back a very straight road may be taken by the ford of San 
Tom6, audit is at this point where the bridge ought to have 
been built; the reason for uot doing so being that it would 
have obliged the further expenditure of some thousands of 
dollars for a caus?-way over the treacherous ground that lines 
river. The making of this road however is all important for 
the Capital, as by it the business of the Colony of San Carlos 
might be secured for the port of Santa F6, 

To profit by the bridge already constructed, the San Car- 
lists have to take a great round of six miles; but in rainy wea- 
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ther, the route is so difficult that they prefer to go all the way 
round by Esperanza and cross the river at the ford of Miura, 
But in great floods the ford of Muira is rendered almost 
impassable, and then there is no help for it, for all the peo- 
ple must use the bridge, getting through the swamps in the 
best way they can, A little scow at Miura is some help but 
not much, and the government and the colonists are so con- 
vinced of the necessity of remedying the evil that it will not 
be long before abridge be built across the Salado in a spot 
where no difficulties like the present ones shall exist. And 
really there should be no time lost, for the produce of the 
Colonies is becoming very important, and the trafic on the 
roads greater every day. It behooves the town of Santa -Fe 
to bestir itself, for the future of that port as a commercial 
emporium, depends entirely on the Colonies. 

The best measure that could be adopted in the absence 
of a railroad, would be a few steam traction cars, as I think 
I have already mentioned. The ground is admirably suited 
to this system of locomotion, level and firm, and the only 
serious expense would be a bridge and causeway at the river. 
I am not conversant with these traction cars, as they 
have only been lately perfected in Europe, I can only say 
that my knowledge extends to being aware of the fact that on 
common roads loaded waggons may be propelled by steam, 
lessening considerably the expense incurred by the use of horse 
power. , 

I can also give an idea of the probable amount of annual 
tonnage between Santa-F6 and the Colonies^ so as to enable 
persons who know more about the matter than I do, and those 
who might take a practical interest in it, to form their calcu- 
lations on certain data. 

Wheat 56000 cwt. 

Maize 1 5000 « 

Barley.... 5000 « 

Legumes. 2000 « 

Butter apO « 

Eggs... 1000 « 

Cheese.... 2000 c 

Various... 5000 c 



86800 cwt. 
I base these figures on the actual production of the 
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Colonies at the present time, when a healthy action is only 
commencing to give an impulse to agriculture. We may 
safely calculate on these figures duplicating within two or 
three years. I adduce the following facts to support the latter 
assertion. 

1st. Once the colonists of San Carlos shall be emanci- 
pated from the obligation of giving up the third of their crops 
to the Administration, I have no doubt they will produce 
much more than they do now. (I) 

2nd. Once extirpated the^ insect that has as yet pre- 
vented the cultivation of potatoes, this valuable article of food 
will be produced in immense quantities in the Colonies. 

3rd. The day is not far distant when we shall see the 
fertile plains around the Colonies covered with flocks of sheep, 
the wool of which will have to be transported to the port. 
The southern part of Santa-F6 is filling up already with 
sheep, and land-speculators are moving up north. 

To the above calculation we must add the amount of 
freight from the port to the Colonies, and it is out of my power 
to give any certain information as*to its probable figure. In 
the one article of implements of agriculture the freight would 
be considerable, for all the colonists are providing themselves 
with the newest inventions, or desirous of doing so. Then there 
is lumber for building purposes, and lime from Parang; and to 
these we must add the merchandise of every kind consumed 
in the Colonies. 

I think that these data will suffice to prove that the busi- 
ness would be a paying one; and I have only to add tp them, 
that the cost of preparing a road would be a trifle, the bridge 
over the Salado being the only pecuniary difficulty, and that 
excellent fuel is abundant and cheap. 



CHAPTER i:S.. 



The Colony of San Carlos was founded by the commer- 
cial house of Messrs. Beck and Herzog of Basle, assisted by a 
company who by the purchase of shares facilitated all the capi- 
tal necessary. 

(1) Mr. Beck does not agree -with me in this assertion. He bases his opinion on 
the knowledge he possesses of the character of his people. Perhaps he is right. I 
base mine on a knowledge of human nature, and perhaps I am right. 



—54— 

The Government of this province acted with great libera* 
lity with this company, making it not only concessions of land 
for the immigrants, but others of great value in the vicinity of 
the Colony for the benefit of the society. 

This Colony is the only one in the country in which every 
thing was prepare(L with careful prevision for the reception 
of the colonists, ana to insure a satisfactory result to the un- 
dertaking. For these objects there was no lack of capital nor 
of intelligence nor of activity. Every thingthat might conduce 
to the comfort of the immigrants and the welfare of the Colony 
was furnished with a liberality that verged on prodigality. 
Abundance of seeds, animals, implements, food and advances 
in money were lavished on the undertaking. An Agricultural 
Superintendent of experience was engaged, and has ever since 
been an important adjunct to the Colony. 

We shall see by and by that this prodigality was prejudi- 
cial to the profits of the association, although favorable in most 
cases to the colonists themselves^ 

The Society of Beck and Herzog, with its extensive rela- 
tions in Germany, did not of course meet with the serious 
obstacles which opposed the scheme of Mr. Castellanos, the first 
man who had offered to the consideration of the proletarian 
population of the old world, the virgin wilds of the Argentine* 
Republic as a favorable field for immigration. 

The people had already acquired some information re- 
garding the country, either from reading accounts published 
in the newspapers, or by letters from the families established 
in the Colonies of Esperanza in Santa-^F6, and San Jos6 in 
Entre-Rios; and if these letters did not paint the position of 
the colonists in very brilliant colors, still it is impossible that 
they did not give some fluttering ideas of the grandeur of Na- 
ture in these regions, and the physical advantages of the 
country. 

Being natives themselves of the country in which emi- 
grants were to be sought, the company and the shareholders 
of San Carlos possessed advantages that were naturally denied 
to a foreigner and a stranger, against whose efforts were op- 
posed the ignorance of the people, national prejudices and above 
all, the fierce emnity of the Emigration Agents, who thought 
they saw in the first conimissioner from the Argentine Repub- 
lic, a competitor in their business. 

JfeverthelesSjthe Basle Company did not succeed in g:etting^ 



together the number of families required Avithout a good of 
difficulty and resistence, on account of the prejudices against 
these, to them, unknown regions. 

The company spent a great deal of money, and after all 
was far from succeeding in procuring a class of emigrants whom 
by their intelligence, working habits or capitals, might have 
assured an advantageous result and a speedy prosperity to the 
company and the colonists, while a,t the same time the country 
would have been immediately benefited. 

The families that first propled San Carlos belonged, with 
but few exceptions, to the same class whence was procured 
the immigration to Esperanza. And to the bad quality of this 
immigration is owing its comparative slowness in the road to 
comfort and affluence. 

The contract entered into between the family emigrating 
and the company, I think it is well to publish here. It runs as 
followsi 

Art. 1.^ The family emigrating shall oblige itself to 
take with it the following objects: (In the event however of the 
family btjing too poor to procure these articles, the Adminis- 
tration advanced the necessary funds, as also passage money, 
and advances on arriving at the Colony of the means of subsis- 
tence until the first crops should be secured;) 

One waggon, and harness for a pair of horses; one plow, 
one harrow, fifty feet of chains, twenty five pounds of cord- 
age, eight or ten hoes and pickaxes. 

Two scythes, two forks and several reaping sickles, and 
a number of smaller articles, as also clothing, fire-arms and 
kitchen utensils. 

Art. 2.® The Administration of the Society obliges itself 
to deliver to each family on its arrival at the Colony {a) a farm 
of twenty cuadras, (Equivalent to about eighty English acres, 
ninety three %s^i^^journeanx^ or thirty four hedares, French 
measurement. 

(bj The materials necessary for the construction of a ran- 
cho or house. 

(c) Two yoke of oxen, well broken in; two horses, four 
milch cows with their calves, and immediately after the first 
harvest, two hogs. 

(d) The necessary provisions, up to the value of sixty 
dollars, (three hundred francs), for each adult, to be distri- 
buted weekly; •counting as half an adult boys under twelve, 
and girls under fourteen years of age. 
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(e) The seeds and plants that may be required for all 
the land cultivated. 

Art. 3. ^The colonists oblige themselves to the following 
conditions, under the penalty of losing all their acquired 
rights. 

(a) To cultivate their lands with diligence and perse- 
verance, obeying the instructions of the superintendent in refe- 
rence to the style of cultivation and way of planting and sowing. 
In the first year each family shall cultivate at least from sixteen 
to twenty acres; the second year at least thirty two acres; and 
the third year at least forty six acres, or forty ^owmcattor or 
poses Swiss. 

(b) To deliver faithfully to the Administration, ready for 
exportation, the third part of all their harvested crops during 
five years counting from the first of June following the arrival 
of the family in the Colony. 

(c) To deliver at the end of the five years as above stated, 
first the half of the product of the four cows and their calves 
delivered to the family by the Administration according to 
Art: 2. (c) and second, to deliver two of the four calves received 
at that time. 

(d) To divide with the Administration during the five 
years above mentioned, the product of the hogs. 

(e) To submit themselves to the established authorities 
and scrupulously observe all the Rules and regulations that 
shall be introduced for the benefit and well-being of the Colony. 

Art. 4 ® In the event, (altogether improbable) that the 
third part of the crops delivered to the Administration ;(apprais- 
ed at the average market value immediately after each harvest), 
be not sufficient at the end of the five years to cover the 
expenses incurred in supplyng the families with the objects 
designated in Art. 2 (b), (c), (d) and (e) and interest at the rate 
of six per cent per annum, the family will remain responsable, 
and shall pay the balance within as short a period as possible, 
engaging to pay from the period of the expiration of the five 
years, the current rate of interest of the country. 

Art. 5? On the expiration of the five years and having 
discharged all its liabilities, the family will remain absolute 
owner of: 

(a) A farm of eighty acres. 

(b) Every thing in the shape of improvements that may be 
on it. 
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(c) Andairthe animals, less those which, by the estipii- 
iations in Art. 3. (c) and (d)^ are to be given up to the Admi- 
nistration. 

Art. 6. ^ Each family shall c6de gratis and in equal 
parts, land necessary for public roads, whose width shall be 
determined by the Administration. 

Art 7 P On its arrival each family will be lodged by the 
Administration; but it must proceed without delay to establish 
itself on its concession. This delay in no case shall exceed six 
weeks. 

The first impression we esperience on reading this con- 
tract is that it is equally advantageous to both parties; for if 
We concede that the colonist compromisi^s himself to a kind of 
feudal service during five years, the company we must re- 
member on the other hand, at a heavy cost, has removed the 
families from a position of positive or prospective penury, and 
has placed them in a situation in which it only requires mode- 
rate industry not only to gain a subsistence but a comparative 
affluence. 

Thrre is very little difference in reality between the class 
of immigrants that colonized Esperanza and that brought by 
Messrs Bex^k and Herzog, All belonged to a class of peasants 
that in their own country would have risen with difficulty above 
the sphere of indigence. 

The greater part had to receive pecuniary assistance from 
the company from the first day of signing the contract. Very 
few were able to pay their passage, and still fewer who were 
able to establish themselves on their concessions without; con- 
tracting a debt with the Administration* 

But if we meditate a little on this contract we mil find 
that it possesses defective points. 

The sentiment of actual benefit and advantage offered to 
the colonist, in removing him from penury and placing him 
in an almost independent position, and on the high road to 
competency, is soon lost sight of by the recipient of these ad- 
vantages, to ponder on the fact that for a concession that the 
Government gives for nothing to any immigrant, hi^ has tode- 
livelr over during five years the third of the produce of his toil. 
And in ratio with ihe passage of time, the first feeling of satis- 
faction, or perhaps in some cases gratitude disappears, while 
the latter feeling of discontent becomes more intense. 

This is a weakness in human nature which the company 
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should have counted on, or at all cYents should not have ig- 
nored . 

A negociation or a compromise entered into by a man ta 
better his fortune is- seen and judged from a very different 
point of view when the person has succeeded; even when there 
.ire no means of denying that he owes his fortune to that nego- 
ciation. 

The fact of being obliged to give up every year a third 
part of what they make has in many instances disheartened the 
colonists; while in some cases it has excited bad feelings and 
has even induced the worst disposed amongst them to act with 
bad faith towards the Administration. 

The obligation accepted by the colonists to look up to 
the Administration as their superior, and to obey the orders 
emanating from it in all things having reference to agricul- 
tural labors, and the government of the Colony, although un- 
doubtedly it has had an excellent effect in teaching and res- 
training an ignorant population, has been the origin never- 
theless of bad feeling and serious misunderstandings between 
some of the colonists and the Administration, notwithstanding 
the efforts oJ the latter to remain on friendly terms with all 
its people. 

I have spoken of a certain: amount of imprudence which 
characterized the first Administration. I will explain. 

The capital of the company was raised by means of shares. 
The shareholders undoubtedly the greater part of them, were 
entirely ignorant of the kind of business they were entering 
into, and alloAved themselves to be dazzled and carried away 
by the idea of the great and immediate profits which the con- 
ditions of the contracts made with the families appeared to 
assure. 

The first Directory, not taking into consideration the 
premature expectations of the shareholders, and probably la- 
boring under the same hallucination itself, was muchioo la- 
vish with its money, advancing too much to the emigrants, 
and not paying sufficient attention to the character of the fa- 
milies, and their capacity and willingness to reemburse these 
advances when able. 

With aknowledge of the circumstances, there is no diffi^ 
culty in saying that the result was perfectly logical. The com- 
pany has not received the profits it counted on, and the share-- 
lioldersare disappointed and disgusted with their speculation. 
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But a very few Avords will suffice to prove that, although 
errors Avere perhaps committed, occasioned by the assumed cer- 
t<iinty of great success, the shareholders not only have no right 
to complain, but they have no motive. 

In this kind of business it is absurd to look for imme- 
diate remuneration. The great sonrce of profit is to be found 
in the increasing value of the lands that remain in possession 
of the company; and had the Administration, instead of ex- 
acting a third of the production of the Colony, adopted the 
principle of an annual rental in money, increasing from the 
firstyearand ending in the fifth; and had depended on the 
sale of their lands for their principal profit, I cannot help 
thinking the undertaking would have turned out more satis- 
factory for all parties. 

The shareholders did not calculate on the difficulties that 
surround new enterprizes of this class; and after spending 
large suras in the transportation of the emigrants to their place 
of destination; giving them animals, assisting them in building 
their habitations and advancing them provisions, the company 
was unreasonably astounded to see that its third share of the ^ 
crops did not amount to sufficient to pay the interest on the 
outlay. 

The shareholders consequently became disheartened, and 
this brought on further losses; for when the aspect changed 
for the better, and slight sacrifices would have perhaps set 
things to rights, they refused to make them, to the great pre- 
judice of the Administration and the interests of the society. 
In the meantime, the fact is that with a little patience 
and abnegation the affairs of the company will turn out to be 
highly satisfactory; and a Colony will have been established 
that, with all its primary bad elements and the want of agri- 
cultural knowledge on the part of the immigrants, Avill be an 
honor to the country and to its projectors, besides being a 
nucleus to attract thousands of the suffering classes of the old 
world. 

My readers will comprehend this better when I describe 
the admirable manner in which the Colony is laid out, on a 
plan that is equally advantageous to the company and to the 
colonist. 

The space set apart for the Colony is divided into three 
hundred and thirty lots of twenty cvndras or eighty acres 
^ach. One hundred and sixty five of these are intended for 
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the families and the rest remain the property of the company. 
By the side of a concession occupied by a colonist is a 
vacant one belonging to the administration, but the uso fructa 
belongs to the colonist for five years, free of expense, for pas-* 
turing his cattle; so that by this simple method he is actual 
owner for the five years, of one hundred and sixty acres, and 
may cultivate the whole of his own farm, secure of another 
alongside of it for his cattle- 

During all this time the vacant farms are acquiring va- 
]ye, and it is only at the end of five years that tlie Adminis- 
tration can offer them for sale, when the preference of pur- 
chase is in all cases to be offered to the colonist alongside. 
The sale will also be made on favorable terms of credit. 

The advantages which this system presents are very clear 
and tangible for both parties. There will be very few fami- 
lies who at the end of five years will not be able to purchase 
at its market value, the lot adjoining their farms; while at the 
same time the value of these lands will have increased so 
much that the profits derived from their sale> will amply repay 
the original outlay and probably leave a handsome margin 
' for profits. 

This system of distributing the concessions is very judi- 
cious, and gives advantages to the colonists of San Carlos that 
are not possessed by those of San Geronimo and Esperanza, 
Avho, when the greater part of their concessions shall be under 
cultivation, will have no land on which to pasture their cattle. 
Besides the lands mentioned, the Government ceded ta 
the company large tracts lying around the Colony, from which 
handsome returns will be got. I am not aware if these latter 
belong to the San Carlos Colonization Society, or to the firm 
alone of Beck and Herzog, But in any case, there is very little 
doubt of the shareholders getting back their money with 
interest Avhen, at the end of five years, the Administration 
shall liquidate the business.. 

I repeat that inconsequence of the poverty of the majo- 
rity of the families that colonized San Carlos, the Adminis- 
tration was obliged to disburse a great deal of money; and 
\n many cases it is not only probable but certain, that some 
of these disbursements were made with an imprudence that 
^n exact knowledge of the nature of the •speculation entered^ 
i^to would have enabled the Administration to have avoided.. 
Amongst such a heterogeneous immigration it was imr^ 
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possible that there should not be found some men ^hose 
ideas of honesty are not \ery strict; rogues in fact. And as 
is very natural, these are precisely the men who sought for 
and obtained the most from the Administration, and who noAV 
resist the payment of their debts. 

In justice hoAvever to the colonists not only of San Car- 
los but of all the three, tlieir honesty and integrity does honor 
to their nationality, and offers an example that iliay be bene- 
ficial to the natives of the country, who are not overscrupulous 
in their, dealings. 

I shall now dedicate a chapter to giving a sketch of a few 
of the families, their position on their arrival, their character, 
and the progress each has made. 

I ask the indulgence of my readers should they find these 
details a little dry. But when we consider that thousands of 
emigrants are preparing to leave their native lands to trans- 
late themselves to these shores, and that wealthy companies 
are being formed to foment an extensive system of immigra- 
tion, I consider it as being exceedingly important, not only 
to those in the old world who desire to emigrate, but also to 
those individuals who are about to risk their capitals,— to 
have placed before their eyes the actual experience of the 
colonists who may be called the pioneers in this great southern 
world; and by this means be anabled to avoid their errors and 
misfortunes while they take advantage of every step and 
expedient that have been crowned with success. 

Amongst the errors are, the not choosing a proper class 
of families for colonization purposes; the system of exacting a 
share of the crops, instead of a fixed rental in money. And 
on the part of the colonist, it is a great error to suppose that 
less labor, less honesty and less perseverance is required in 
this country than in their own. 

To all future companies I would suggest that the plan of 
dividing the lands adopted in San Carlos, should be followed 
when possible; as it is always an object for the successful far- 
mer to be able to purchase lands contiguous to his own. 

As I believe the'best way 16 arrive at a thorougli under- 
standing of the situation of the colonists, is to give a slight 
biography of a few families taken indescriminately from those 
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who have prospered and also from those who are still behind- 
hand, I shall devote this chapter, as I said in my last, to this 
object. 

And I take this opportunity of again acknowledging 
my obligation to the intelligent superintendent of the colony, 
Mr. Charles Beck, who not only made my short stay in San 
Carlos very agreeable, but placed at my disposition all the 
information and data that I required with the greatest frank- 
ness and willingness; and personally took me round the colony, 
pointing out every thing that was worth seeing. 

I will commence my sketches with a family recognized as 
the most respectable in the Colony, and the head of which has 
been honored by the Government with the appointment of 
Justice of Peace, 

Ooetsclii JPamily. 

Goetschi is a Swiss, and was in his own country a culti- 
vator in a small way, and consequently enjoyed a certain ad- 
vantage over the greater part of his fellow colonists. 

He arrived in the Colony in May 1859, and of course was 
not able to sow any wheat that year. His family was compo- 
sed of his wife and four sons. His funds sufficed to pay his 
passage out, but on arriving at the Colony he had nothing left, 
and was obliged to get advances to the amount of five hun- 
dred dollars, besides the articles which by the terms of the 
contract, the Adininistration was obliged to deliver him. 

In July 1861 his debt to the Administration was paid up 
entirely, and he had faithfully delivered over the third of his 
crops, according to contract, as he has also that corresponding 
to the year 1862 and 1863; only one year remaining to free 
himself from all obligations to the Administration. 

The actqal position of the family at this date, (Novem- 
ber 1863) is as follows: It is proprietor of, 

A farm of eighty j^cres. 

63 horned cattle (having sold 9..). 

10 horses. 

5 Hogs with their litters. 

An excellent house with outhouses and corrales; a hand- 
some garden and a flourishing plantation of sixteen hundred 
peach-trees. 

Goetschi has a very fine fiqld of wheat sown, consisting. 



—63— 

of forty |?0555 or about thirty eight acres; and as eachposdis 
sown with about thirty three pounds of grain, and the yield 
Will not be less than thirty for one, his field' of wheat should 
produce about one hundred fauegas of 375 lbs each, or six 
hundred and twenty five bushels of sixty pounds. This 
quantity valued at ten dollars the fanega, gives the handsome 
Slim of one thousand dollars. (1) 

Besides wheat the family has under ciiltivation two acres 
of peas, one of patatas or sweet potato, one of alfalfa or lucerne, 
and about nineteen of maize or Indian corn. 

Goetschi has the whole of his concession under cultiva- 
tion, pasturing his cattle on that alongside of it belonging to 
the company; and all this without the aid of any person out- 
side of his own family. He has also paid the expenses from 
Europe of some relatives, and supported them in the Colony. 

AH the members of this family are sober and industrious. 
They are never seen in public places except on holidays. The 
father does not understand either French, English or Spanish, 
but his children speak the language of the country^ as do al- 
most all the young people of the Colony. 

This family might increase its income considerably by the 
sale of butter and cheese, of Avhich however it only makes suf- 
ficient for domestic use; probably for want of females in the 
house. 

Here then is a pregnant instance of the brilliant results of 
industry and honesty in the Colony. Only one other cir- 
cumstance was in favor of Goetschi — his four sons; for as I have 
stated, he commenced working his farm under the weight of 
a considerable debt, all of which is paid up, and a capital 
amassed whose value we certainly cannot put down as less 
than five thousand dollars. 

Reutem^n F^amily. 

Arrived iii May 1859. Like the preceding this family was 
able to pay its own expenses as far as the Colony, but this ex- 
hausted completely .its funds, and the Administration had to 
make advances amounting to six hundred dollars to Keuteman 
before he could place himself in an independent position. 

His family was composed of his wife, a brother in lawj 

(I) I have learnt siace that the actual yield of this field was niaety five fanegas; 
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tvho died shortly after, and six children^ the eldest being theii 
only twelve years of age, 

Renteraan has paid off upwards of four hundred dollars 
of his debt. He might with ease hare paid all off^ but he has 
preferred to expend most of his earnings in improving his 
property, which is certainly the handsomest in the Colony. Of 
animals he has: 

62 head of horned cattle. 
9 Horses, and 
6 Hogs with litters. 
He has sown, 

4 1 acres of wheat, 
14 do corn, 
and half an acre each of peas and potatoes, and another half acref 
laid down in lucerne for the hogs. 

He has a large gairden with imtoense quantities of flo- 
wers, and a plantation of three thousand peach-trees in bearing 
condition, with a number of other fruit-trees, A good house is 
on the concession, and every thing wears an appearance of 
comfort and good management. 

Reuteman is young, industrious and sober. He lives well 
in his house, in which I noticed a good kitchen-range and 
QtJier signs of a certain well-being. The family makes and sells 
a quantity of butter and Cheese. 

Here we have another example of what may be done iit 
the Colony when there is a will to do one's best. And I may re- 
mark en passant^Xhsit San Carlos in its first years,had to strug- 
gle against the same evils that persecuted Esperanza— the em- 
nity of the seasons, locusts, and want of experience, 

HTamnierly family. 

Arrived* in Ofetober 1859, after having received advances 
in Europe from the Administration to the amount of three 
hundred and fifty dollars. To establish himself in the Colo- 
ny, Hammerly was obliged to incur a further debt of a hun- 
dred and twenty dollars, making in all four hundred and se- 
tenty dollars. 

Hammerly was by profession a cooper, but had alsoculti- 
tated a little patch of land in his own country. The family was- 
composed of himself, his wife, three sons and two daughters,- 
all adults.- 
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In March 1 862 he had paid np his debttothe Administrii- 
tion, and has at the present time of writing, 
43 Head of horned cattle. 
12 Horses and 
6 Hogs with litters. 

He has under cultivation thirty acres of wheat; ten of 
Indian corn, half an acre each of pease and sweet-potatoes, and 
one acre under lucerne; 

He has a garden and orchard with one thousand peach 
trees in handsome condition. Two years more will set him 
free from the obligation of paying a third of his product to the 
Administration. 

For some time after the arrival of the family in the Colo- 
ny, two of the sons hired themselves out and made some money 
in this way; and one of the daughters got married. The wife 
died not long after her arrival in the country; 

This family is industrious, but Hammerly himself is some- 
what addicted to too free a use of spirituous liquors; a fault 
that has prejudiced to some extent his advancement. He caBL 
neither read nor write^ but all his children are more or less 
educated. 

Sigel JPamily. 

Arrived in September 1859, having received advances in 
Europe to the amount of two hundred and seventy five dol« 
iarsv and a further advance of one hundred and seventy five 
dollars in the Colony, 

In February 1862, Sigel had paid up every thing. He 
had built a good sun-dried-brick house and is about to put 
up another of burnt brick. 

His family is Composed of his wife and five children, 
three of whom were old enough to work when they arrived. 
Sigel is an industrious and sober man, and has received some 
education. He is a carpenter by trade and makes money by 
it in the Colony. He sends his children to school, arid we may 
safely say that he is on the high road to making a decent com- 
petence. 

His property consists of his farm, houses, and a plantation 
of two thousand peach trees; 

43 Head of hdrned cattle^ and 
18 Horses. 
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He has under cultivation thirty six acres of wheat, fifteen 
of Indian corn, two of barley^ and half an acre each of pease 
sweet potatos and lucerne. 

We may safely calculate at a value of three thousand dol- 
lors the property of this family, free from all debt and incum- 
brance. And nevertheless Sigel had to get the Company to 
advance his passage money, and had not funds to purchase food 
when he arrived. 

These instances are certainly valuable as demonstrating 
that notwithstanding the many difficulties attending the esta- 
blishment of a pioneer immigration, the advantages that this 
country presents to the European emigrant are by no means 
insignificant. 

filanck Family. 

In this family we have a contrast to the preceding* Blanci 
is German and by occupation a mason. He not only bad suf- 
ficient to pay his expenses out, but a surplus was left him on 
his arrival at the Colony of about two hundred and fifty dollars. 

The family consists of seven members; the father and mo- 
ther and five children, the former having some education. 

Still, with these advantages, superior to those of the fa-- 
milies already mentioned, Blanck is as yet in a precarious po- 
sition. The fact requires no further explanation than saying, 
that he is addicted to liquor, and idle. Either one of these vices 
will suffice to clog a man's progress in this, as well as in any 
other country; but when we find them united in the same per- 
son, the result is almost inevitable— -ruin! 

Blanck has made no effort to pay his debt to the Admi- 
nistration, which amounts to six hundred dollars. He possess- 
es only, 

21 horned cattle., and 
5 horses. 

And the only thing he has in the ground are eighteen' 
acres of wheat. 

Besides what be owes to the Administration, he has va- 
rious other debts. He has changed his farm once in order to 
avoid the trouble of cultivating it, getting in exchange one 
partly worked, paying of course the difference. 

He does not educate his children, nor does he appear to 
interest himself in their future; and his house and lands, dila- 
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is only fit for a kind of vagabond life in large towns. 

Guinaiicl Family. 

Guinand is Swiss and his occupation was that of watch- 
maker. This man has a character still more unfortunate than 
Blanck, for he is not only indolent and fond of liquor, but is 
headstrong and quarrelsome. But after all, itwould be un- 
just to expect that a man just removed from the sedentaiy 
bench of a watchmaker should make a successful farmer! 

The family is composed of Guinand, his wife and nine 
children, the eldest girls marriageable. These children would 
be of themselves a fortune in this country were they proper- 
ly brought up in habits of industry. 

They arrived in August of 1859, having received advances 
in Europe amounting to one hundred and fifty dollars, and 
at the present time they owe the Administration one thou- 
sand and forty five dollars, having made no effort to pay any 
thing on account. The farm is neglected; there is no gar- 
den, no plantation of trees and not even a corral for the 
cattle. 

Guinand has on his concession, 

24 head of horned cattle, 
5 Horses, and 
4 Hogs with litters; 
and has twenty three acres of wheat growing. 

The wife is an excellent woman, but she has no influ- 
ence over her indolent and good-for-nothing husband; al- 
though we cannot doubt that it is through her exertions that 
the little that is done, is accomplished, and that the family is 
not in misery. 

It is only very lately that the Administration has been 
able to persuade Guinand to send some of his children to 
school. 

Stetiler Family. 

Stettler was born in Svntzerland and is accustomed to 
agricultural labors. This family should be one of the most 
prosperous in the Colony, notwithstanding that the Administra- 
tion had to pay the expenses attending its transportation to 
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this country; but Stettler has lost his advantages by his babits 
of indolence and by forfeiting a character for honesty and good 
faith. 

He brought with him his wife and eight children, four of 
whom were already grown up. He also brought over two 
pfien-servants, who however sopn abandoned him, probably 
because he copld not pay them the wages that they could earu 
elsewhere. 

His children are industrious and behave themselves well; 
but someway or other the character of the father impedes the 
success of the family. 

Stettler's debt on his arriving in the Colony was eight 
^lundred and fifty dollars; and as there appears to have beeu 
little order and less economy^ this debt soon amounted to 
eighteen hundred dollars; a sum which it strikes me indicates, 
not only bad management on the part of the family but also 
want of prudence on the part of the Administration. 

It is to be supposed that he has sold a good many animals, 
for at this date he only possesses, 

12 head of horned cattle, 
7 Horses, and 
1 Hog, 

He has however one of the finest fields of wheat I saw in 
the Colony, of thirty two acres. He has also five and a half 
(icres of Indian corn, twa of pease, and half an acre of sweet 
potatoes; a handsome garden full of flowers, and a conside- 
rable numbei;* of peach-trees. 

His wheat crop will probably amount to the value of a 
thousand doHars this year. He has suffered no losses, and 
should have been able to pay his debt aiid be in possession of 
more property than he really has. 

He is either secretly in the possession of money,, or the 
ifamily haa squ^anderedt much more than it should have done. 

Grroettei* IPamils^. 

This fiimily is composed of Groetter and his wife, a mar-. 
ried son and his wife, and four younger children. 

They arrived in June 1859 and appear not to have advanced 
(jit all, although they have harvested crops and have enjoyed; 
^he same advantages as many others in the Colony. 

This family is exceedingly i^tnorant and incjapable^ 
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and very stubborn to learn. Its lands are badly cultivated, 
and there are neither gardens nor plantations of trees. 

Groetter had received advances in Europe for his pas- 
sage etc, of five hundred dollars; and this sum has been aug- 
mented to sixteen hundred in the colony, by further advan- 
ces. He has, 

31 Head of horned cattle, 
4 Horses and 

2 Hogs. 

The work on the farm consists of twenty four acres of 
. wheat sown, five acres and a half of corn, one of pease, and 
half an acre under lucerne or sweet clover. 

We naturally compare this family with that of Hammer* 
ly for instance, who with about the same family, and with an 
equal amount of primitive debt, has in three years made himself 
independent, while Groetter is overburdened with a debt that 
he should never have incurred, and with twenty seven ani- 
mals less than his neighbor, and sixteen acres less of wheat 
gown, 

Bernardi Family. 

This is one of the best famiUes in the Colony, Bernardi 
comes from Lombardy in Italy, where agriculture is in a state 
of comparative perfection, and was consequently well acquain- 
ted with his business. 

On arriving at the Colony he was indebted to the Admi- 
nistration to the amount of one hundred and thirty dollars, 
and before he was able to get any thing off his land he had got 
a further advance of two hundred dollars. Of this debt he 
has paid up one hundred and fifty dollars, and pays interest 
on the rest in order to make use of it as a small capital. 

He arrived in the Colony in January 1860, bringing with 
him his wife, two brothers or brothers-in-law and five chil- 
dren, the eldest only ten years of age, 

Bernardi is industrious, honest and intelligent, but has 
no education. His lands are admirably cultivated, and he has 
bad already his whole concession under the plow. 

In July of 1863 he was in possession of 
38 Homed cattle 

3 Horses and 
3 Hogs. 
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I believe he plows altogether with oxen, a supposition 
which is made certain by the- fact of his having so few horses. 

Without assistance of hired labor he has sown this year 
(1863), fifty two acres of wheat, ten of corn, four of barley, 
two of pease,and half an acre each of sweet potatoes and sweet 
clover; and it is probable he will plant twelve or fifteen acres 
more of corn on the land now occupied by wheat as soon as 
this is taken off, thus getting two crops in the same year off 
the same land. 

He has a plantation of five hundred peach-trees, excellent 
kitchen and ornamental gardens, abundance of fowls, and , 
makes a good deal of butter and cheese. 

The progress that this family has made in two years and 
a half demonstrates clearly the advantages that await the im- 
migrant is this country, and the almost certain favorable result 
if the colonist possesses intelligence and is moderately indus- 
trious. 

I should like to call the attention of my readers particu- 
larly to the note I have written of this family of Bernardi, be- 
cause it is one of the very few belonging to the class that we 
require in this country: small farmers. And these are the very 
men who are most anxious to emigratp from their own coun- 
tries, on account of the difficulty of procuring lands; and it 
is certain that when once it becomes known that the Argentine 
Republic offers great advantages to this class of immigration, 
we shall see it pouring in from all parts of Europe. 

It is certainly not too much to say that any family, in 
which there may be two or three men possessing a knowledge 
of farming, might establish itself urlder the same circumstan- 
ces as those of Bernardi, and reap the same success. 

This family in ten years will undoubtedly be the owner 
of large property, great herds of cattle, and a xlecent capital. 
In fact it will be a wealthy family. And, as we have seen, Ber- 
nardi had no advantages beyond his knowledge of farming and 
his industry. He had not even enough money to pay his pas- 
sage; and he can neither read nor write, as I have been told. 

His children, who will be a mine of gold to him in a few 
year more, are all too young to assist him at present. He 
and his two brothers have alone cultivated each year upwards 
of eighty acres of land. 

The situation of this family is certainly to be envied by 
the greater part of the small farmers of England and the Conti^ 
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iient, be they proprietors or tenants; and I do not hesitate to 
declare that this situation is preferable to that of any farmer 
in Australia, Canada and the United States, with a farm of 
two hundred acres and with no other capital. 

Now it is an undoubted fact that in England, in Ger^ 
many and in Lombardy^ there are thousands^ ay^ hundreds of 
thousands of families who possess the advantages, (limited 
enough, goodness knows!) of Bernardi, and like him unable in 
their own country to do more than earn a precarious subsis- 
tence on the small patches of land they either own or rent. 

To these I think we many safely assure similar results to 
those that have crowned the simple labors of Bernardi; who 
with no better luck than his fellows so far as regards the un- 
certainties of the seasons, has placed himself, in less than 
three years, in a position which enables him to lay by at least 
a thousand dollars a year, surrounding himself at the same time 
With comforts that in all probability he lacked in his own coun^ 
try* 

Chatel Famil^^ 

Chatel is a Savoyard, and by trade a vine*dresser. My 
attention was directed to him by hearing him speak in lauda- 
tory t^rms of the Colony, and as being very much pleased 
with his own situation in it. 

Chatel had saved a little money in his own country. He 
paid his own passage and did not require any advance from 
the Administration to enable him to establish himself on his 
concession; and even had a few hundred francs left. He has 
a wife and four children, three of them grownup. The family 
arrived in May 18G0* 

Chatel has no educatiotij but he is intelligent, industrious 
and economical, and enjoys an excellent reputation in the 
Colony. 

The family has a handsome garden and an extensive plan- 
tation of fruit-trees, aiid has planted a regular vineyard, the 
only one in the Colony, although many others have a few vines, 
and in the gardens of the Administration there are a good 
many« 

Chatel has already, 

46 Head of homed cattle, 
4 Horses and 
6 Hogs with litterst 
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He has sown forty seven acr6s of wheat, eight of corn, 
two of barley and half an acre each of pease and sweet potatoes^ 

I was very much pleased with this farm. Every thing 
bears a thrifty appearance, and the concession promises to be 
one of the handsomest in the Colony. 

From these examples, not selected, but taken indiscrimi- 
natfely from a list of the hundred families in San Carlos,the rea- 
der may form a judgement on the actual condition of this Co- 
lony. I would however remark, that the families I have 
mentioned as having made little or no progress, are not the 
type of a numerous class. There are few families in the po- 
sition of Blanck and Stettler, while there are many in that of 
Reutemann, Sigel and Hammerly. 



CHil^PHTEIR ULt. 



The Colony of San Carlos is situated to the south of that 
of San Gerdnimo, and at the same distance that the latter is 
from Esperanza. The meadow land that surrounds it is aj? 
lovely as lands can be that are not embellished with trees and 
running water. The grass is tender and dense, presenting 
more of the appearance of the cultivated meadow-lands of 
England or North America than the wild pampa which they 
really are. The hay, of an excellent quality, which might 
be taken off four times a year, would supply the demand of a 
continent, and yet it grows and decays without there being 
animals enough on it to leave a visible track! 

In the centre of the Colony are the houses and buildings 
of the Administration, and a good church, all of sun-dried 
hrick or adobe, but well bdilt and commodious. Here also 
is the model farm, and gardens and fruit-tree plantations be- 
longing to the Administration. The model farm was esta- 
blished to teach the colonists the best systems of agriculture. 

All this is under the charge of an intelligent agricultural 
Superintendent, Mr. VoUenweider, whose duties do not cease 
here^ but extend to making visits to every family, personally 
showing them the best method of working, and giving them va- 
luable advice. The good effects of this procedure are evident 
in the appearance of the fields, which are far better cultivated 
than the farnis of Esperanza. 



Although in the first year or two of the existence of the 
Colony it was found necessary for the object of guaranteeing 
the interests of the Company, that the Administration should 
exercise considerable interference in the concerns of the co* 
lonists, who, as I have so often repeated, were ignorant and 
inexperienced, still it is satisfactory to observe that this au* 
Ihority never degenerated into arbitrariness or tyranny. The 
colonists notwithstanding the stringent terms of their contract, 
have always enjoyed the utmost liberty, the Administration 
only seeking to instruct them in their labors, and protect its 
own interests. It has long left off the business of commisary, 
and has nocommercial dealings with the colonists; on the con- 
trary, it strives to inoculate a commercial spirit into the peo^ 
pie, and above all, its efforts are always directed towards the 
establishment of harmony and good feeling amongst the fa-* 
milies. To aid this praiseworthy object the Administration 
has initiated target practising and a Singing Society, On Sun^ 
days the shooting-matches are very well attended. 

There are few brick houses in the Colony as yet, while 
in Esperanza they are quite common. The reason is simple. 
The houses in San Carlos from the first were good substan^ 
tial adobe buildings, far superior to the ranchos pul up in a 
hurry by the Government for the immigrants in the first Colo- 
ny. There has consequently not existed the same necessity 
for rebuilding in the one as in the other Colony. There are 
however many families whose increase requires more room, 
and there aredn consequence preparations being made for the 
erection of several good burnt-brick houses in San Carlos. 

As we have had occasion to remark, either on account of 
a salutary influence on the part of the Administration, or the 
result of a difference in character, the colonists of San Carlos 
display far more taste in the beautifying of their concessions 
than their neighbors. In Esperanza there is scarcely any thing 
done in this sense, while in San Carlos on the contrary, there 
are few farms that have no plantations of trees, and no gar- 
dens. Some families have done a great deal, having planted 
three and four thousand peach and other trees. 

There is no lack of farming implements in the Colony. 
The Administration has been profuse even to waste in supply- 
ing plows, harrows, cultivators, reaping and other machines. 
Every family has from one to three two-horse waggons. 

Education is promoted as much as possible by the Admi- 



— n— 

lustration* There are several schools, and although the pa- 
rents do not evince as much interest as they should in thi^ 
subject, so all-important to the future welfare of their children, 
still I remarked a great superiority over Esperanza. I also 
observed that the Protestants of San Carlos interest them - 
selves more in the education of their children, than the Catho- 
lics. Of the seventy five boys and girls that attend the schools, 
two thirds are sent by protestaut parents. (1) 

Attached to the Administration is an apothecary's shop 
and a good medical practitioner. 

The population of San Carlos in July 1 863 amounted to 
five hundred and fifty six souls, composing just one hundred 
families. 

Men '. 219 

Women 155 

Children.-..* 182 

Nearly half of the colonists are protestants. 
At the same date the statistics of theaaiount of stock ia 
the Colony give the following result: 

Horned cattle 2531 

Horses 619 

Hogs - 265 

Since July there has been a considerable increase in the 
stock, amounting perhaps to thirty three per cent. 

Only the Administration as yet possesses sheep. It has a 
flock of a couple of thousand half breeds. Up to the present 
time the colonists have not shown a predilection in favor of the 
rearing of sheep; and it. really strikes one that the vegetation 
of the fields is as yet too rank and luxuriant for them; much 
better adapted for horned cattle. These magnificent meadows 
require either to be mown close, an Herculean labor, or to b6 
covered with herds of cattle, to be eaten down. Then springs 
up the short crisp grass that sheep love and thrive upon. (2) 

(1) The same obstacle exists here, pfobably on a smallfer scale on account of the bet- 
ter condition of the colonists of San Carlos,— as in Esperanza, to prevent the ge- 
neralization of education amongst the children of the immigrants. And this obstacle 
-will continue to exist as loug as the scarcity of hired labor obliges the colonist to keep 
his children at home in order to assist him on the farm, where there is always pro- 
lltable occupation for boys and girls of even seven and eight years of age. 

(2) After the foregoing observations were in print I received a letter from Mr. Beck 
from which I make tue following extract: 

«lu reference to what you state in your fourteenth article about the rearing of 
sheep, I mav say that we have no reason to complain of the result hitherto obtained 
%'Uh our sheep. "We* ordered eight hundred from Buenos Aires in 1860; after their" 
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The climate of these regions is exceedingly healthy. 
Epidemics are unknown, that is as far as the experience of 
the colonists go. The town of Santa-Fe is renowned for the 
number of octogenarians, nonagenarians and even centenarians 
it contains. 

From July 1862 to the same date in 1863 there were 
nine deaths in the Colony, five adults and four infants. Two 
of the formeur were in bad health when they arrived, and two 
died from the effects of accidents. During the same year 
there where thirty two births. 

The morality .of the colonists of San Carlos we may 
place above that of Esperanza* The only vice is drunkenness, 
and this is by no means general. 

In all the Colony they have sown this year (1863) about 
two thousand five hundred poses, or Swiss acres of wheat; (two 
thousand one hundred and fifty English acres, or a little over 
five hundred madras,) 

The yield we many safely set down at two fanegas and 
a half the jpo5(?, making allowance for some crops iadly sown 
and others injured by worms; for if we calculate a yield of 
from twenty five to twenty eight for one in common years, 
we are safe to calculate that of the present year at thirty to 
thirty six. 

This calculation will give a crop of six thousand fanegas, 
equivalent to about thirty seven thousand English bushels, 
or twenty two thousand quintals. (1) 

The crops of maize, barley, pease and beans we may 
moderately calculate ^nll amount to eight thousand quintals 
more, But wheat is the principal product of the Colony, and 
this article is being produced in increasing quantities every 
year. 

And to demonstrate the facility with which a crop of 
wheat is attained, I will instance the case of a colonist who 
arrived alone in January of the present year, (1863). He 



arrival xve lost nearly two hundred, and nevertheless in July 1863, after a little less 
than three years we nad more thau twice the original number. I believe this is con- 
sidered as a good average yield. Our pasture ground requires only to be grazied 
three or four years by ordinary cattle in order to become suitable for sheep. 



(I) Mr. Beck has had the goodness to send me the exact amount of the crop of 

wheat. Our calculations are very near the mark in reference to the general yield, 

but it appears that there is a greater loss by bad cultivation and worms than we had 

anticipated. . There were one hundred an'd twelve «poses» lost, and the net yieW 

j^SLS been five thousand seven hundred and twenty five fanegas. 
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took possession of his concession and the animals given by the 
company, and set to work single-handed; and ten months after 
turning the first sod of his virgin soil, I found a magnificent 
field of thirty seven or thirty eight acres of some of the finest 
looking wheat in the Colony, that will in all probability 
yield the industrious owner at least six hundred bushels; 
which at one dollar and a half, the lowest present price, ma- 
kes the comfortable sum of nine hundred dollars! 

I will close this chapter with a few words in reference to 
the products best adapted to these regions, and which I hope 
may not only be of service to the families-in Europe who have 
made up their minds to emigrate, but also to those who have 
already established themselves in this country. 

I think we should certainly head the list with horned 
cattle; not that they are more profitable than the produce of 
agricultural labor, but because they offer a more certain re- 
turn. A colonist with fifty head of cattle is secured against 
the suffering caused by an unfortunate agricultural year; 
for it would be useless to disguise the fact^ that if the farmer 
gets more for bis produce and with lesslabor,herethan inEurope 
or even North America, he runs more risk here than in those 
countries from drought and insects. The latter will disap- 
pear in time, but although as I have said in another chapter, 
the climate becomes modified by the cultivation of the wild 
wastes of a new country, still it will be always impossible to 
guard against occasional, droughts and at times, too great an 
abundance ofwater. 

Cattle run no risk. With a certainly of an increase of thirty 
or forty per cent, they may be left all the year round on the 
ever luxuriant pastures, and always form a safeguard against 
agricultural vicissitudes. 

It is useless here to mention the article of wheat. This 
will probably always be the greatest and surest farming pro- 
duct of the Colony; but as no sensible farmer should venture 
all his years labor on one crop, I will mention what may be 
with advantage be planted and sown besides wheat. 

Indian corn is not very well adapted to this region, for 
it requires a good deal of moisture and warm dewey nights. 
But it is very useful to purge the lands before sowing wheat,^ 
and also to take off two crops in the year, planting it on the 
stubble of the latter. 

The farmers here are satisfied with a yield of thirty five ta 
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forty for one of corn. In the United States it gives five hun- 
dred and more. Corn notwithstanding, is an important pro- 
duct in the Colonies. In San Geronimo the colonists use it 
entirely in the place of -wheat flour, and a large quantity is 
sold for exportation. 

It is probable that with a better system of cultivation, it 
Avill be found that corn can be produced in the Colonies with 
greater advantage than at present, and that it may acquire 
importance for the fattening of hogs. 

Barley grows very well in this province. It is common to 
find from thirty to eighty stalks preceding from a single grain. 
So prodigious is its fecundity that it would seem more pru- 
dent to plant the grain in drills by hand than to sow it. The 
colonists calculate a yield of from forty to fifty for one, but it 
should never give less than a hundred, if properly planted. 

For this grain however, there is not much demand as 
yet, because the people, from its general scarcity, have not 
learnt to prefer it to maize as aliment for horses. They will 
know better and by, and the barley trade will become im- 
portant. 

Oats and rye do not succeed. These grains are offsprings 
of colders climates than ours. The same thing may be said of 
pease, which are only worth cultivating for domestic use. (I) 
Beans require to be irrigated in this country to be pro- 
ductive. We may place them in the same category with pease. 
An article that we may say is superior to all these, 
and perhaps on a par with wheat, is the potato, that is now 
produced only in very small quantities in the Colonies. The 
climate and the soil are admirably suited for the cultivation of 
potatoes, which should produce from thirty to forty for one 
here, with good culture; the principal trouble being that they 
require a good deal of work. 

But up to the present time there has existed a serious 
obstacle to the production of potatoes, and which I think I 
have already mentioned. I refer to the millions of a fly of the 

(1) Europeans or North Americans all are familiar "with the lovely appearance 
of a field of oats. I have seen some fields of oats growing here^ and certainly nothing 
could be more promising to the eye. But here, when we examine the ears we find no 
grain. 

I remark that there is a general opinion that wheat degenerates into a kind of 
wild oats in bad years, and I certainly have seen what appears to corroborate the 
opinionra wheat field with more wild oats than wheat. But I think we can account 
for the fact in another way. The wheat as yet is badly cleaned in this country, and 
contains many other seeds; and in the case I have mentioned, it is probable the wheat 
50wn was mostly lost, while the grains of oats it contained all came up. 



species eanlharis visicatoria that attacks the plant as soon as it 
appears above ground. 

I cannot doubt that in time this plague will be extirpated, 
>vhen the cultivation of the potato will become probably th^ 
most lucrative business of the Colony, 

The cotton plant is also attacked by this coleopter, as like- 
wise the sweet potato and other analogous plants. 

The Administration has introduced the culture of cotton 
in the Colony, and has now growing some four or five thou^ 
sands plants, At the present prices of this material there is 
no doubt of cotton-planting paying; but I think it will be to 
the advantage of the colonists to let cotton alone, as it does not 
offer them any thing like the certain returns of wheat and 
cattle. As an ornament along the edges of tlie concessions, or 
in the gardens it is well enough; and the production of a few 
pounds might even be advantageous as furnishing a material 
which the women might work up into coarse fabrics in the 
Jong nights of the winter season, 

The cultivation of tobacco will undoubtedly become, at 
a no very distant day, general in this province; and I am in- 
(jlined to believe it will be produced in large quantities in the 
Colonies. Eyery physical peculiarity of climate and soil about 
Santa-F6is favorable to the production of tobacco, for which 
at one time the province was famous, as growing a quality fully 
equal to the best Paraguayo. 

Up to the present time the colonists have not laid out their 
labor on the production of many articles that might be advan- 
tageous to them, because all their energy has been directed to 
the establishment of their families, and the production of the 
primary necessaries of life. But once independent, and the 
greater part of the colonists are certainly nearing that point, 
they can afford to make experiments, when I have no doubt 
that the cultivation of tobacco will bepome general in that re- 
gion. 

I saw a plant in some of the boundary ditches which 
should be fostered and planted in abundance. It is a species of 
wild sugar cane,which is known in Europe by its Chinese name 
of Kaolien. It is a reed very like the sugar-cane, but is har- 
der and less juicy. This plant grows rapidly in this climate, and 
presents the following advantages: 

The leaves form an excellent aliment for horses and ceit-«^ 
tie, and ^so to thatch temporary structures for shadie. 



froxtS, the juice may be distilled an agreeable beveragej 
^nd from it can also be made a wholesome syrup. 

From the dried stalk an excellent fuel may be procured^ 
which would be very acceptable where fire-wood is so scarce; 

And planting the boundary ditches with this cane, would 
be making serviceable otherwise tvaste ground, and add nota- 
bly to the beauty of the farms. 

The cultivation oi alfalfa^ or lucerne, has riot at the present 
time much importance, for there is as yet great abundance of 
rich and tender pasture. But by and by, when the cattle shall 
increase and the vacant concessions of the Company shall be 
disposed of, it will then be necessary to make artificial pas- 
tures that, with the advantage of taking tip less space, will ena- 
ble the farmers to make iflore butter and cheese. 

Even at the present time many colonists have found it to 
their advantage to plant one or two cuadras with lucerne foi? 
their milch cows and their pigs. 

The cacahuate or mani, (arachys hypogea, the pea or 
ground-nut,) yields very well in the Colonies; and all the fami- 
lies plant a little, not to sell, but for domestic use. 

It may be probable that the cultivation of this plant on a 
larger scale might be advantageous. Its present price in the 
Colony is four dollars the fanega of probably a hundred and 
fifty prounds. Produced in larger quantities itwoiild meet 
with ready sale; and an excellent use might be made of it to 
give a rich flavor to the flesh of the hogs. Besides, from the 
mani an oil fit for the table can be extracted. 

It yields from twenty to twenty five fanegas for every one 
sown, a yield that bv good cultivation could easily be dou- 
bled/ 

On the cultivation of the grape! have already spoken. 
There is no reason to doubt that this fruit will succeed in the 
Colonies, In Santa-Fe and Rosario it produces very well, I 
qjiestion if the grape in this province Will ever acquire im- 
portance for the wine that may be made from it; but as a fruit 
at is very fine and very acceptable. 

In the llanos in which are situated the three Colonies of 
Santa-F6, where for leagues not a tree is to be seen^ nor even a 
plant that raises it head above the level of the waving grass, it 
is of the greatest importance that the colonists should sur- 
round themselves as soon as possible with what nature has de-. 
tiied to these regions, shade and fruit-tres* 
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The only thing which causes a disheartening effect on the 
mind of the new-comer on arriving to establish himself in the 
Colonies, is this total absence of trees and consequently of 
shade for himself and cattle. 

Thus, I have no hesitation in declaring that the planting 
in abundance of trees, such as poplars, orabues, trees of para- 
dise, willows, for fuel and shade; and vineyards, the olive, 
orange, peach, fig, pear and apple-trees for their appearance 
and their fruit, is of a more urgent necessity than even the 
construction of houses. Only in this manner can we do away 
w ith the disheartening aspect of plains bounded by the horizon 
only, Avithout a tree or shrub to arrest the tired sight. 

The fertility of the soil and other advantages for the far- 
mer, the deliciousness of the climate, the ever-green fields, 
are all forgotten in the mournful aspect of our monotonous 
pampas, (1) 

The description or sketch of the Colonies of Santa-F6 ends 
with this chapter. The fortune of these three Colonies is now 
decided — they are flourishing and prosperous; and their inha- 
bitants have exchanged a life of precarious labor in the old 
world for one of ease and plenty in the Argentine Republic. 
The pioneers have suffered as all pioneers do; but they have 
triumphed over most of the difficulties; and we may say that 
the Colonies of Santa-F6 are now established on a base of 
undoubted prosperity, offering an example as well as a beacon 
to the thousands of immigrants that are now pouring into the 
country. 

I shall dedicate the next and last chapter to a few obser- 
vations, which I hope will have an interest for those families 
in Europe who are fixing their eyes on this interesting part 
of the world as a point for emigration. 



CONCLUSION, 

The fertility of the soil and the salubrity of climate of 
the extensive region bathed by thejiganticPtoaand its great 

(I) It must be remembered I am only speaklug of a certain part of the province 
of Santa-F6. A little farther north the aspect of the country is entirely different, being 
diversified with fine ffrowlhs of timber of excellent quality. Many of the colonists of 
Hsperanza, leaving their farms to their children, are moving farther north, wher©^ 
the 6ovenimcnt gives them lands on the Salado or the Parand. 
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tributaries, are sufficiently well known at the prissent time iri 
Europe. I shall consequently not detain my readers witH 
laudatory descriptions of the country. On the contrary ; I 
would rather caution the emigrant from Europe not to allow 
himself to be dazzled by accounts of orange-trees of the size 
of our oaks; of fig-trees which give two crops of fruit in the 
year; of islands full of oranges and peach-trees growing wild, 
and the property of the first who cares to gather the fruit. 

There is nothing exaggerated in all this it is true; but the 
colohist may be very sure he will find nothing of the kind oil 
his concession, or on the lands which he may choose to occu- 
py; So far from it that if he directs his steps to thci Colonies 
already established, he will perhaps be disheartened by the 
monotonous and dreary scenery; and if he goes farther north 
towards the Chaco, the forests of under-brush and algaroho 
will not remind him of orange and fig-trees, but will require 
resolution and labor e'er the wildness of nature be replaced by 
smiling fields of corn and by orchards. 

The soil is fertile, luxuriantly so; but as I have observed 
before, there are many difficulties which impede the progress 
of the husbandman, and which only make themselves known 
when it is necessary to vanquish them; and as it is not my wish 
that the emigrants, many of whom may be my own country- 
men, shall be deceived, I have spoken freely of them. They 
are the drought; the wet; the locusts and other noxious in- 
sects; the Indians and the political convulsions which seem to 
ding to the systems of Government in South America. 

Buton the other hand the soil well cultivated, gives brilliant 
returns; and if one crop be lost, another one may be sown on 
the same land in the same season. Experience will enable the 
husbandman to guard against the effects of drought and too 
much water. The locust is disappearing and noxious insects 
will eventually be destroyed by the repeated working of the 
soil. The Indians are becoming every year less and less of a 
bugbear; and they have never, even when their toldo$ or en- 
campments were much nearer Santa-F6 than they are now, 
dared to molest the colonies of foreigners. 

The political aspect of this country presents nothing ter- 
rifying to the immigrant. There is every reasoli to suppose 
that anarchy has disappeared for ever; and even in the event of 
revolutions, the colonists are never disturbed, and are even 
enabled to profit by the circumstance to get better prices for 
their produce^ 
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t Would remark here that the emigrant to the Argentine^ 
Ke^ublic enjoys an advantage superior to any conceded to 
the emigrant to Australia, Canada, the United States or New 
Zealand, tn all these places he receives lands on the outskirts 
of civilization, sometimes a thousand miles from the sea. The 
lands in the vecinity of the ocean and the great rivers are all 
already occupied; 

Here it is all the contrary. The lands offered to the 
immigrant Are precisely the rich pasture and agricultural tracts 
lying on the sea-board, from Patagonia up to near Buenos 
Aires, and from that province on either side of the great Pa- 
rand, in the provinces of Santa-F6 and Entre^Iiios, up to the 
jterritories of the Indians, in latitude 27» 

And behind these magnificent regions, already in active 
comunicationwith Europe, instead of vnld wastes, we have an 
immense territory, peopled for three hundred years back, 
and sprinkled with large commercial towns, and industrious 
population, miich more so in fact than that of the Litoralj and 
a commerce with Europe and Chile to the amount of ten mil- 
lions of dollars per annum, besides that which we many term 
local, and which amounts to as much more. 

The colonists who establish themselves for example, on 
the northern frontiers of Santa^F6 will have, it is true^ the 
Indian tribes of the (J ran Chaco for neighbors to the north} 
iut they will also have behind them the rich lind populous 
provinces of Cordobii, Santiago and Tucuman, the latter cal- 
led the gai'den of South America. And with all these provin- 
ces the Parand will soon be united by railroads and traction 
locomotives, the companies for which are already formed and 
the capital ready. 

It requires no effort of the imagination to see the advan^ 
tageous position which theimmigrantpossesseshere, in the most 
favored region of the Republic, between two civilizations with 
the advantage of the sea^ and the rivers on one side, and a 
growing nation on the other. 

Another advantage attending the cultivation of the soil in 
this country is that the husbandman can sow and plant all the 
year round. He is thus in a niianner independent of the results 
of a bad harvest. If his crop of wheat be destroyed by 
drought or locusts" what has never yet occurred to the colo- 
nists except in a partial manner, he can always be sure of get- 
ling a good crop of maize off the same land; and as the des* 
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truction of one kind of crop causes the price of others to rise, it 
often happens that what is termed a bad year is more profitable 
to the farmer than a good one. 

As a general rule a season that is unfortunate to one crop 
is beneficent to another; so that the true secret of success is 
perseverence — never to loose heart — to work all the year 
round; in this manner all difficulties will \auisb« 

1 cannot insist too much on the fact that as yet we have 
not received the class of immigrants most wanted in this coun- 
try. In corroboration of this I will transcribe the words of a 
person whose experience gives great weight to his opinion. 
He writes me: 

«In your conclusions I would suggest the propriety of 
insisting upon the most important consideration, that hither- 
to the right sort of people has not yet come. Even our best and 
choicest colonists have not done nearly one half of what might 
have been aehieyed in the same space of time by really active,, 
industrious and clever people^ such as we are accustomed to 
meet with among what we call good and first-rate farmers at 
home. Our better eolonists|are not much more than negative- 
ly^good; I mean to say that they distinguish themselves rather 
by their being free from the grosser defects of the greater 
number, than by their possession of any very decided good 
qualities.)) 

These observations strengthen what I have repeatedly 
said : had there been amongst the first colonists even ever so 
small a proportion of industrious and intelligent farmers, the 
Colonies would undoubtedly have prospered from the first day 
of their establishment. 

A good farmer, in the first place, would not have allowed 
himself to be led astray by unfounded hopes. With a know- 
ledge of all the hazards attending his profession, he would 
have found himself capable of avoiding them; or at least, 
they would not have daunted him; while his industry, applied 
to labor in an intelligent manner,^ would very soon have en- 
abled him to conquer all difficulties, and even make the sea- 
sons subservient to his necessities. 

But the class of immigration that we have received, and 
particularly that which first colonized Esperanza, without 
agricultural knowledge, dazzled by unfounded hopes, only 
entertainable by the ignorant, perhaps expecting that the Go- 
vernment would not only establish them in their concessioins. 
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these people naturally lost heart and courage in presence of 
the first bad luck. 

Amongst the families that arrived at a later period at the 
Colony of Esperanza, there are however some good farmers, 
and intelligent men; but of the last there are still very few. 

I say without hesitation, that any family, even amongst 
the poorer classes, that unites a knowledge of agricultural la- 
Wswith a moderate degree of intelligence and industry, is 
<;ertain to attain in this country an independeut position. 

P(ow, tbqre ar€ in Germany, England and France, thoun 
sands of families with these qualifications, who have to strug- 
gle continually to earn sufficient bread to support life; and 
these struggles are becoming more and more severe as the area 
of land becomes more disproportio^ed to the increasing po^ 
pulation. 

We will divide into three classes the population of Europe 
t^hat will be obliged, sooner or later, to expatriate itself to im- 
prove its fortune or seek the means of subsistence, 

1st. Those families accustomed to forming, who work 
their own small patches of land, or rent from others; and who,, 
earning a subsistence, are still a,lways at the self-same point 
^tthe end of each year; with enough food and raiment, but 
with no hopes of advancement, and whose children will be still 
more pre<?ariously siti^ated than the parents. 

2nd. Eamilies accustomed to farming labors, but who 
from the difficulty of getting land, or from having many chil- 
dren, or from misfortunes, have reached a point when the 
adquisition of the commo!;i necessaries of life becomes a painful 
uncertainty. 

3rd. And lastly, the absolutely poor, who live on the 
charity of the public, or on the precarious product of occasional 
jobs, and who know nothing of farming labors; the paupers, in 
other words, of the great towns. 

The members of the first class are in a position to emigrate 
freely, paying their own passage and establishing themselves on 
the lands conceded by the Government, or accepting the con- 
ditions of the Immigration Companies already formed. 

To this class of persons I would say: come without hesita- 
tion or fear to the Argentine Republic. Here you will find 
rich lands in the very best portions of the country, situated 
<?n or near its great; rivers,, to be had either gratis from thQ 
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Governments, or to be purchased for a trifle from private in- 
dividuals. Here your small capitals, your industry, your intel- 
ligence will not only insure you a competence, but will enable 
you to acquire a social position that is debarred you in the 
old country. 

I will go farther; to this class of immigration, the Argen- 
tine Kepublic offers greater advantages that the United Stages, 
Canada or Australia. 

I w ouJd advise these Emigrants to come out in groups of 
fifteen to twenty families, having previously arranged with 
the Government of the province to which they desire to go, 
either through the Government Agents in Europe, or through 
the Immigration Societies established in Buenos Aires and Ro- 
sario de Santa F6, 

The province of Buenos Aires is full of immigrants of 
the class referred to; not agriculturists but sheep farmers;and 
these people form already the most respectable and wealthy 
population of the campaha. 

We have had occasion to remark on the enviable posi- 
tion of the few residents in the Colonies whom we may place in 
the same category. Without exception they are all doing well. 
The great advantage which au intelligent farmer, par- 
ticularly should he have a little capital possesses, may be 
understood when I explain that the people of the Litoral have 
ever been a pastoral people; and consequently averse to the 
labors of a farm, which requires much greater exercise of in- 
dustry than the simple tending of cattle. 

With large demands for grain and farm produce of all 
kinds, it has only been since the advent of a foreign population 
that agriculture has been attended to in this province. Before 
that period, or say five years ago, all the flour consumed in 
the Litoral either came from Mendoza, eight hundred miles 
inland, or from the United States. Now, the province of Santa 
Fe produces three hundred thousand bushels of wheat, and 
will soon drive all foreign competition out of the country. 

The social condition of our society also enables the Eu- 
ropean colonist to acquire a position that, as I have said, is 
denied him in his own country, where he not only has to 
struggle againstthe competition of labor, but also against that 
of birth, capital and aristocratic prejudices, which all tend to 
prevent the advancement of the humbler class of tillers of 
the soil. 
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For the second class the same advantages are at their dis-« 
position; only as their funds are more limited, they will have 
to make greater sacrifices to acquire a position on terms of 
equality with those whose funds enable them to establish them-^ 
selves independently. 

From this second class the great Immigration Societies, 
will naturally get their supplies of colonists; societies like that 
of San Carlos and that of Werner and Company, which has 
just entered into an agreep^nt with the Provincial Govern- 
ment for the intifoduction of tei^ thousand families, to be loca^ 
ted on the §alado and Par^n^ Rivers, to the north of the present 
Colonies. 

In reference to the relations between this class of immi-. 
gration and the lairge Emigration Commercial Companies, I take 
pleasure in copying some obseryalions furnished me by Mr. 
Charles Beck of the Colony of San Carlos. 

«To insure,)) says this gentleman,! a happy result to un- 
dertakings of this nature, (speaking ef the Emigration Compa- 
nies,) it is only necessary to avoid some errors which the pio-. 
neer Companies have fallen into. The base& of the contract 
with the colonist should be as follows: 

1 St . To exercise the greatest care and judgment in the 
selection of industrious and intelligent families; whose character 
for honesty shall be sufficiently proved; who shall belong to no 
secret societies, and shall be independeut each of the other. 

2 nd. The Company should not advance the passage mo- 
ney, as this would be a debt hanging over the colonist that in 
epochs of ill-ltick will dishearten him, and tempt him to throw 
up his concession, or neglect his duty to the extent of obliging 
the Company to turn him out of it. 

3 rd . The Company should limit its advances to what the 
colonist requires subsequent to his arrival in theColony;that is to 
say, the materials for his dwellingJiouse,two yoke of well-bro - 
ken-in oxen, two horses, seeds, and a sufficiency of food until 
the first crops be harvested, delivered to the family in weekly 
rations; stipulating carefully the manner and terms of reem- 
bursement of these adyances, for which a moderate interest 
may be exacted. 

4 tb. The lands of the Colony should be laid out in such a 
manner as to be favorable to the rearing of cattle; and the 
Company might deliver to each family, ^e first year, twelve^ 
milch cows with their calves, and in the second year, fifty shee^ 
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tor a term of ye^rs on shares; taking care that the time aild tbi& 
manner of division shall be clearly set down^ to obviate all fear 
of future dispute. 

5 th. The company shpuld not stipulate for the annual 
delivery of a certain proportion of the crops, but rather fix an 
equitable amount to be paid in money, for a certain number of 
years; at the end of which period the colonist shall have pos* 
session of his concession in fee simple, free from incumbrance 
of any kind, after having of course paid up his compromises 
with the Company. 

6 th. The organization of a firm and intelligent admi-^ 
nistration whose object will be to direct the colonists ill the 
best modes of working their lands; care for their social condi- 
tion; superintend educational estabiishtilents, and look after the 
general inll^rests of the community.* 

These Conditions appear to me to be equally just and fa- 
vorable to both parties; to the contracting parties with our 
Governments^ and to the immigrants who make sub-contracts 
with them. 

To deal with the third class that I have mentioned, is a 
much more difficult task; and to say the truth I am of the opi- 
nion that the Governments in this country should not make 
any great sacrifices to induce an immigration of families for 
whom it will be necessary to make large and continued dis- 
bursements; while the experience already acquired has prbVed 
that for private Companies this class of immigration is still 
more unprofitable; 

But we must not forget that the class referred to is a nu- 
inerous one in Europe^ where it is a burden to the Govern- 
ments and to society; 

Now as communities and Governments are obliged to 
make annual disbursements to an enormous amount for the 
support of these families^ it would seem rational to suppose 
that it would be more profitable, viewing the question as a 
material one, to disburse at once the amount necessary to send 
these poor families out, and establish them on the lands con- 
ceded by our Governments; and in this manner, not only dis- 
embarrassing themselves of a weighty and annual charge, bnt 
placing this unfortunate qlass in a position where its members 
might acquire an independence, and reipay with usury the first 
outlay in becoming consumers on a larger scale of the pro= 
dncts of their native country^ 
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This arrangement might easily be made by the Govern- 
ments in the Old World, by Parochial bodies and Benevolent 
Emigration Societies, contracting for areas of land in this coun- 
try, and sending out groups of tvrenty five to fifty families ia 
charge of a Superintendent. 

Only in this manner would an immigration of the class re- 
ferred tOy be advantageous to this country; for I consider it the 
greatest imprudence in any of the Argentine Governments to 
augment^ by donationsof lands to paupers ignorant of ther 
manner of working them, the already too numerous class of 
indigent proprietors. 

The National Government is at the present moment busy 
with measures to attract immigration to our shores. Commis* 
sions are to be formedin Buenos Aires and Rosario, and with 
funds at their disposition. These commissions will place 
themselves in communication with the Authorities and capita- 
lists in this country as well as with the Governments of Euro- 
pe, Emigration Societies, Consuls, and the Agents that the Ar- 
gentine Government intends to have in the principal emigra- 
tion points of the old country. 

With an arrangement and organization of this nature, an 
immigration of indigent families will have nothing alarming in 
it; on the contrary, we may welcome it to our vacant plains. 

It would be the duty of the persons who charge themselves 
with the emigration of these families from Europe, to place 
them in a position in this country that will enab!e them to earn 
their own living after the firstyear; and it will be the duty of 
the Commissions here to receive them, care for their sick, and 
aid in transmitting them to their future homes. 

Many thousands of these immigrants might perfer to en- 
gage themselves at wages. 

This country is very rich in its capacity for production 
and very poor in hands to develope its riches. These half do- 
zen words explain the situation and the future of the Argen- 
tine Bepublic. 

The branches of industry are numerous, and in all there 
is a great necessity of hands to labor. 

Buenos Aires and Rosario alone would absorb five thou- 
sand men women and children in house-service. 

The sheep-farmers require hands, and many thousands 
of families might find employment on the farms of Buenos Ai-- 
pes, Santa F6 and Entre-Rios as well as in. the Colonies, where 
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there are seven hundred proprietors who now only half cultivate 
their farms for want of hired labor. 

For men capable of working in mines^ those of San Juan^ 
Mendoza, Bioja^ Gatamarca and Cordoba, that are acquiring 
more importance every day, offer employment to any num- 
ber of laborers. 

In Tucumau the Sugar-^houses and Distilleries employ^ 
some of them as many as three hundred hands all the year 
round. 

The National Government is authorized to expend imme-^ 
diately one million of dollars in the construction of roads and 
bridges. 

And lastly there is now under contract five hundred 
miles of railroad, and the establishment of traction engines on 
all the principal roads of the country. 

This simple and limited exposition proves sufficiently 
that the indigent immigrant need not fear a scarcity of work, 
but we must exact from the Governments and S6cieties of Eu- 
rope that they shall not place our Governments in the necessity 
of taking charge of a pauper immigration — ^^The commissions 
win do all they can, but it will be some time before the finan- 
cial situation of the country will authorize any large expen^- 
diture in favor of immigration. 

Those colonists who come out with the intention of esta- 
blishing themselves on farms, would do well to bring with them 
the following articles. 

A waggon and two sets of harness^ 

Two plows, one strong and heavy and the other lighter. 

One harrow, with iron teeth. 

An assortment of scythes, cradles^ sickles, spades, axes, 
picks, chains and cordage, with some of the ordinary carpin- 
ters tools. All these things can be bought here; but they 
are to be bought much cheaper in Europe, and the Govern- 
ment here wiU not exact the payment of any duty on them. 

A saddle and bridle, 

A fowling-piece and a carabine or rifle* 

All the necessary kitchen utensils. 

Strong boots and shoes and any quantity of clothing; and 
it must be remembered that although we never have snow 
here, the winters are nevertheless very raw and cold, 

I would not advise much expenditure in agricultural ma- 
chineSy until experience shall indicate what is most necessary j 
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|)Dt those colonists who shall have the money to spare, would 
do well to bring with them afanning-mill, a churn, a clothes-, 
washing machine and a corn-sheller. 

The reaping machines act admirably in these fiat lands, 
where there is not a stone or stump to obstruct their progress, 
jput if the immigrant shall establish himself farther north, 
amongst the algarrobqi forests of the Gran Chaco, these machines 
might possibly be useless. 

Emigrants should not forget lo bring a few books with 
them in their native language; for although they might be 
procured here with some trouble, they are very dear, and 
would be out of reach of th^ generality of the colonists. School-, 
books should by all means be brought for the home education 
of the children. 

A. last i^vord* 

As the last sheet of this pamphlet is going to press, the 
news has arrived that Mr. Wheelwright's project of the Great 
Central Railway to Cordoba, starting from Rosario and run- 
ning through a rich section of this province, has been received 
with eclat in London, and the shares all taken up. 

This important enterprize^ which the country owes to the 
perseverance of William Wheelwright Esq. and the energy of 
Dr. Rawson, the Argentine Minister for the Interior, will 
enhance the prosperity of this and the other provinces west of 
the Parana, to an extent which it is hardly possible to exag- 
gerate. 

The proylnce of Santa-J^ will becond^ the recipient of the 
commerce of ten others, whose population amounts to nearly 
a million of souls. Its territory will become the centre of the 
activity of the whole na,tion, s^nd its fertile plains will be the 
garden of the Republic, 

Oi^e of the most important features in the enterprize a-, 
bove mentioned, is the fact that the company enjoys a con- 
cession, on either side of their line, of upwards of eight hun- 
dred square mile's of land; and large capitals are ready to fo- 
ment a system of immigration on a very extensive scale on 
these lands. 

The Great southern Railroad in the province of Buenos. 
Aires is also being actively carried on, and the lands adjacent 
to it offer great inducements to immigrants. 
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of the Argentine 



In fact the whole sea and river board 
Bepublic, under a liberal and enlightened Government, is en 
taring into a new life of activity and enterprize, and summons 
to its shores the surplus of the crowded states of Europe, of- 
fering it, with open arms, a hom<5 surrounded with plenty, 
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CAMXULO I. 



Aniniado por el deseo de conocer a fcmdo la historia y 
la situacion actual de las tresGolonias establecidas en estaPro- 
\incia, cerca de la Capital: receloso tambien de los muchos 
cucntos publicados en relacion a ellas, exajerados por la igno- 
rancia 6 por la mala fe por un lado, y los verdaderos hechas 
rcbajadosy desfiguradospor el otro, acept6 con satisfaccion las 
facilidades puestas a mi disposicion por el sefior Gobernador, 
D. Patricio GuUen, para examinar detenidamente las Golonias 
de La Esperanza, San Geronimo y San Garlos- 

Fue en el mes de Novierabre del aflo pr6ximo pasado 
(1863), que emprendi es6 viaje, saliendo del Rosario junto 
conlacomitivadel Gobernador que regresabaa la Capital des- 
pues de una prolongada visita a la metropoli comercial de la 
Provincia. 

La primera impresion que hiere la imaginacion de un 
hombre cosmopolita, es la inevitable y grandiosa suerte que 
cspera, mas o menos tarde, las playas bailadas por rios 
tan magcsluosos como lo son los do este pais. 
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Yo que nuuca habia vistoelrio mas arribade San Lorenzo, 
me qued^ enajenado al aspecto de encantadores paisajes que, 
porprimera vez^ seofrecian d mi vista, en la vecindad del Dia- 
mante, Parand y Santa-F6. El tinico rio en Norte America 
que puede compararse a este, es el San Lorenzo en el Canada; 
J el Parana es muy superior d aquel por el inmenso caudal 
de las aguas que lleva al oc^ano. 

Es ciertamente grandioso ver a un rio, a doscientas leguas 
del mar, bastante ancho y de bastante profundidad para poder 
tener a flote los na\ios de guerra de todas las potencias de Eu- 
ropa! 

Mas, para el que esta acostumbrado & las costas peladas del 
rio Parana ea su curso por las provincias de Buenos Aires y San- 
ta-F6hasta el Rosario, es unacosa muy grata vercambiaresa 
aparente esterilidad en lindos bosques, brillantesislasy espesa 
vcgetacion de una frondosidad admirable. 

Ciertamente un estrangero no sabria lo que tenemosde bella 
en el puis hasta llegar a estas alturas. 

Los campos en la parte Sur de esta Provincia, y toda la 
de Buenos Aires, son una especie de desierto, cubierto de pas- 
tos es verdad, y de incalculable valor; pero que no ofreee a 
primer vista, nada que deslumbre al inmigrante, porque su 
monotonia es cansadora. 

Pero en estas regiones la naturaleza ha sido mas prodiga. 
Los campos sou igualmente frondosos y pastosos como al Sur; 
mas la conformacion de los terrenos, los bosques, la vejetacion 
caprichosa y abundante, dan un aspecto risuefio al paisaje, de 
que carecen completamcnte los campos al Sur. 

Llegando al Puerto del Parana me baj6 a tierra; 
no para visitar al Pueblo, cuyo puertecito, casi escondido en- 
tre naranjos, presenta una vista preciosa desde el Vapor; sino 
para examinar la formacion geolojica de las barrancas, lo que 
ha Uamado tanto la atencion de los naturalistas estranjeros. 

No voy apresentar d los Icctores un discurso cientifico so- 
bre la formacion estraordinaria de . esta costa; formacion que 
prueba claramente que el mar cubria, un tiempoestarejion, 

Quiero hablar de ello solamente en elsentido de su impor- 
tancia material para el pais. Con ese objeto examine con 
grande cuidado las vetas de concha de ostras, de un tamafio es- 
traordinario, y las vetas de piedra calcdrea de que se hace la 
cal que surtelas ciudades del Rosario y Buenos Aires. 

NoW que no es de las conchas de que se produce la cal. 



Estas parecentio tener destioo ninguno; pcro volvcremos u ha- 
blar sobre ellas. 

Hay tres esp6cies de piedra en esta costa: 

1 . ® La tosca, que esia tierra calcarea esperiraentando la 
primeramodificacioi]. Esta so encuentra tan mezclada con are- 
na y tierra, que es inutil para hacer cal como paraemplearla en 
edificios. 

2. ® La piedra concha^ que esuna aglomeracion de con- 
chas amalgamadas por la misma cal queeontienen y forma, a 
\eces, una piedra muy tirme y solida. 

3. ® La piedra calcarea, que^ 6 por el efectode la prc- 
sion, 6 de la agua, 6 de ambas cosas a la vez. se encuentra ya 
perfecta y compacta, pueslos materiales calcareos de que esti'i 
formada, ban perdido su naturaleza primitiva para componer 
una masa dura, homog^nea y pesada. 

Esta es la piedra que se busca con preferencia para los 
hornos de cal> pues rinde mas, es mucho mas limpia, y encon- 
trandose en grnesas vetas, es de mas facil estraccion. He visto 
algunas de esas piedras que ya tenian toda la apariencia dc 
un mdrmol oscuro. 

Como se trata dc empedrar las calles del Bosario, creia 
muy oportuno tomar estos datos, pues creoque conviene mu- 
cho mas sacar la piedra para la obra, de aguas arriba^ quede 
agttas mhajo. La razon essencilla. Con la ayuda deun pe- 
queiio Vapor, se puede llevar chatas 6 balsas hasta el punto de 
embarcacion. Estas se llenan y se dejan descender el rio por 
la corriente hasta el Rosario, para volver a ser remolcadas 
aguas arriba por medio del vaporcito. 

Bien; de la tercera clase de la piedra se puede hacer un 
€mpedrado inmejorable; superior al que se hace con la piedra 
de «Martin Garcia» que, seria tambien muy costoso sacar y 
trasportar. 

La segunda clase tambien servird, pero es mas susceptible 
de descomposicion. 

En el caso que se adopte el sistema de empedrar llamado 
de Macadam^ que es piedra qucbrajeada, la que pronto se so- 
lidifica por el trafico, esta clase ultimamente mencionada seria 
muy dprop<Ssito, pues el trabajo de quebrarla no seria tan 
dificil como con la piedra stilida; y los elementos que la com- 
ponen son admirablemente adaptables para el objeto. 

Pero hay un material en que no hemes pensado toda via; 
y es, el de las conchas. 
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El material de conchas es abundantisima, hasta cl punfa 
dc que se puede ucopiar con poquisimo costo^ y por medio de 
inuchachos, la cantidad que se qaiera. £1 serviria para nn 
camiiio macculam her mosoy duradero. 

Hablamos a ciencia cietta, pues conocefDosuQcamino con- 
curridisimo entrc Nueva Orleans y la la;gUDaPoBcbitrain , dc do» 
raillas, que cs una mara\illa, y couocido de todos los Estados* 
Es como cl pisode un salon ^ no lastinm los pies de los eaballos, 
y es solido como un camino de granito. Esti fofmado ente- 
ramente de conchas de ostras coosumidas por la gente de la 
ciudad; y un pascapor el camino de concha de Nueva Orleans 
cs tan apreeiado como uno por et Bouievavdde» lialieus en Paris* 

Como no hay necesidad de bacer uniforme el empedrado 
de una ciudad, creo que no debe dejarse de bacer algunas cua- 
dras de empedradade concha^ que ciertamente seriacl mate- 
rial mas barato que conocemos- lias conchas del Parana y 
del Diamante soci solidas y bien conservadas. Algwnas mues- 
trus que Itevo^ son uaa masa eompaeta de dos pul^radas dc- 
grueso, que no ban perdido toda^fia su brillantez y los colo-- 
»esdcl iris que distinguen la condia deperla- (f) 

Salimos del Puerto del Paran4y llegamos a Santa-F<i d lar 
una de la tarde, teniendo que dar grandes Yueltas a causa de 
k bajadelrk). 

La ancburadelParanJien este punto^e» enorm«,yestd llena 
de islas cubiertas^ de una i^jetacion frondosa, y dondiese \^» 
Jos trabajadores de lena con sus carretas de bueyes, y donde- 
pastorean graades tropas de animales.^ 

Llegando al lado Oeste del rio. entramos en el Riaohuela 
que pasa por Santa -F6V 

Procurar6 describir 1» posicion topografica de la Ca- 
pital de Santa-Ftvque esdifiailconocer, pues^enningunmapa 
la tenemos delineada. 

El Colastin6 es un braao del Parana, parecido al brazo dc 
Mini en el Delta^ y entra en d Parana al Sur de Santd-F6. 

ElRiachnelo, (creo- que no tiene otfro nombrc), es un* 
brazo del Cblastin^^, y principia en elparaje denominado Rin- 

(1) Sehace necesarto que dipramos para los lectores del exterior, que lodo eV 
hitoral de estas rejiones carece loluImeiUe dc piedra, sleodo evidenleineute siis ter- 
w>nos formados d6 los sedlraenlos liuviales deposilados por lasiuundaciones de mi- 
IJares de afios. Uasta llegar 4 las sierras de Cordoba no se v6 forraacion alsrunui 
Ijiedregosa. Por esta razon los inmensosdeposilos de couclia-oslra en el ParanJi, no- 
stilo lienen un iuter6s para el hombre cicnlifieo, sino (ambien para el conier4.'ianle' 
y i^wui el. estadJsla- 
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condeSaata-Fe; (1) pasa por la Capital, que esta situada^ 
tres leguas de la boca, da una vuelta por dos lados de la ciu- 
dad, recibe las aguas del Salado, y las Ueva al Parana como de- 
cimos, algunas leguas al Sur del Pueblo. 

Lanavegacion del Riachuelo es algo intrincada, parlicd- 
larmente cuando el rio es tan bajo como ahora, pero no ofr^- 
*ce dificultades; la boca tenia cuando nosotros pasamos, nueve 
pi6s. Hay nueve curvas antes de-Uegardla ciudad, algunas 
tie ellas muy cortas. Las islas & cado lado, en esta estacion son 
muy altas, y parece imposible que puedan anegarse; sin em- 
bargo, las seftalesdel agua en los troncos de losarboles prueban 
tjue k voces se cubren completamente. 

Elpaisage es verdaderamente eilcantador. No sepuedd 
exajerar la belleza deestas regiones. Son una especie de pa- 
raiso terrestre en esta estacion. Los ceibos estanenflor; el 
pasto es de un hermoso verde y entremezclado con flores bri- 
IJantes de todos colores. Muchas clases de pajaros dan sus 
•conciertos gratis en los espesos bosques, y los peces parecen 
^envidiar d los pdjaros, pues 6stan saltando continuamente d6 
ia cristalina agua al aire; pero por falta de las alas de los habi- 
tantes del monte, tienen que contentarse con su elemento 
liquido y Mo. 

Subi al mastii del Vapor, y se ofrecid & mi vista un pano- 
rama que hasta entdnces no habia visto en Sud America; pues 
si el rio Guayaquil y sus marjenes son hermosas, y los paisajes 
de Centro America encantadores, faltan 6 estos el elemento de 
Civilizacion y de humdnidadj que se ve aqui en las poblacio- 
nes c6modas de los habitantes, las manadas de aninlales gordos 
xjomo un aldermdn deLondres, y los campos cultivados y car- 
gados con sus mioses, 

Al lado derecho se estiende mucho mas alia del alcance 
de la vista, la laguna de Guadalupe, donde esta situado el 
lestablecimiento para la manufactura del ac^ite de pescado. 

En esta laguna el pescado es tan abundante, que sole 
mata d palos. Es una cosa asombrosa. Cuando un fuerte 
ventarron empuja las aguas hacia un lado de la costa, descu- 
briendo unas cuantas cuadras del lecho de la laguna, quedan 
len seco millares de peces. Parece que, por grande y profun- 
da que sea la laguna, no caben en ella, tan numerosos son; 

. (1) El fltncou de Santa-F6 es c^lebre por sus huerlas que surten los mercadosdel 
l^osario y Buenos Aires con loda clase de legumbres y verduras, como tambien enor- 
ines cantidades de sandias, meiones y zapallos. 
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y alguuos de m\ taaiafio estraordinario, pucs se huu tomudo 
varios de tres varus de largo. 

Sia exajeraciou niaguua, se puede decir que las aguas por 
ac^ hierveii cou la asombrosa cantidad depeces que contienea* 
Parece imposible que cupieran en los rios y lagunas, pues se 
puede ver centenares y millares saltando f uera del agua. • 

La estraordiaaria abundaucia de pcscado motivo el esta- 
blecimiento de un ingenio para estraer aceite, y grandes canti- 
dades de una calidad muy superior, ban sido ya manufactura- 
das y entregadas al comercio. 

Al priucipiar el negocio, los propietarios ofrccieronuu 
tanto por quintal de pescado, cntrcgado ai ingeuio, a uu pre- 
ciomuy ridicule por su pequefiez; cre6mos era una cosa de 
dos 6 tres reales quintal. Pero aun a ese iulimo precio^ tal 
eran las cantidades que lesfuerou entregadas que, no podian 
beneficiar la cuarta parte, y tuvieron al fin que cambiarde sis- 
tema, y estraer con redes los peces segun la cantidad que po- 
dian beneficiar. 

Esta laguna se cstiende hacia los confines de Santiago del 
Estero, y es de agua salada. 

Por el lado Occidental de esta laguna en tierra firme, se 
\en esparcidas las casas confortables de los duefios de fincas, 
cada una rodeada de arboledas, huertas y sembrados. 

A laizquierda las islas presentan como be dicho, un aspec- 
to encantador. En las mas altas hay habitaciones^ y muchos 
animales los masgordosque hevistoenla Repiiblica. 

Not6 una circunstancia que ignoraba hasta entonces : la 
cxistencia de rauchisimos Caimanes en el rio, y en las laguni- 
tas en el interior de las islas. La gente de por acd les dan el 
nombre guarani, deYacare. Estos animales son inofensi\'OS. 
Crecen hasta un tamaiio muy grande. He \isto dos que to- 
nian unos siete pies de largo, y me aseguran que hay hasta de 
doce y aun de quince, lo que me parece exajerado. 

Salen de las lagunitas d la orilla para dormir a las dos y 
tres de la tarde; y su suefto es tan pesado que, se les agarra 
con un lazo y les arrastran con un caballo d tierra firme El 
unico provecho que se saca de ellos es quitarles unas bolsas 
de almiscleqiie tienen. La gente del pais no sabe que del ouero 
de este monstruo se hace un cordoban tan suave y hcrmoso' 
como la cabritilla, y que para calzado es inmcjorable. 

Los carpinchos son muy abundantes, ylacaza.de estos^ 
aaimales anfibios es muj general por el \alor de sus pieles^ 
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Estos rios estan llcnos tatnbien de tortugas de un larnailo 
niuy grande. Los muchachos recojen los huevos, que son 
apetecidos por ser un manjar delicado. 

Santa-F6 csta situado sobreel lado derccho del Riachuelo 
y ocupa bastante terreno. 

El pueblo es proverbialmente triste, pero no puede ne- 
garsele la \entaja de una lindisima posicion. Es un pueblo 
emboscado en naranjales; y su aspeclo, desde la alturade una 
azotea, es hermosfsimo. 

Sus alrededores hacenolvidarsu falta de raovimiento co- 
mcrcial. Nada puede ser mas encantador. Las fincas al re- 
dedor del pueblo estan separadas por cercos de arboles vivos 
de toda especie; el Ceibo con sus brillantes y encarnadas flo- 
res; el Paraiso, el Ombu, el Durazno, elLaurel y centenares de 
enredaderas. Se camina bajo una boveda de \erdura., No 
puede haber una cosa mas Leila. 

Si Santa-Fe debe tener orguUp del Rosario como su uie- 
tropoli comercial, esta debe enorgullecerse de la Capital 
de la Provincia como un punto donde la naturaleza ha derra- 
mado bellezas sin cuento, con raano prodiga. 

Pero Santa-F6 tiene ademasun porvenir seguro de pros- 
peridad comercial. La mas bella parte de la Provincia es 
indudablemante del Norte. El Chaco va a ser una fuente ina- 
gotable de riqueza que hasta ahora no se ha esplotado. 

Las Colonias estan dando yd una importancia roarcada & 
esta ciudad; y una vez que los colonos contratados con la casa 
de Werner y C. ^ Ueguen aqui, el comercio de Santa-Fe 
talvez rivalizara con el del Rosario. 

Ahora mismo los productos de las tres Colonias, 
Esperanza, San Carlos y San Geronimo, son un elemento muy 
importante en el comercio de este pueblo. 

Pero es una desgracia para 8anta-F6, que hayasido siempre 

cl asiento de Gobierno. La gente se ha acostumbrado a vivir 

de empleos, protcjida por los Gobiernos: de ncgocios suminis- 

^ trados por las administraciones, y de franquicias arrancadas 

h estas. 

El resultado inevitable de esto, ha sido el haber hecho del 
pueblo Santafecino, una sociedad holgazana y floja, sin energia, 
sin aficion al trabajo y pronta & declararse enemiga de cual- 
quier Gobierno que trate de quitarles los privilejios de que ha 
gozado por tanto tiempo. ( 1 ) 

( 1 J La rnaaid dc los cniplcos habia Uegadc a bcr'taii airaigada, que las rcYoluciones 
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No hay espiritu publico en este piieblo; los habitantes 
iio ayudan^ los esf uerzos deunGobieiiio'que quierellevar 
a cabo grandes empresas para el bien general de la Provincia. 
Quiere que el Gobierno sea una especie de nodriza que, con 
una cuchara de alimento, est6 siempre lista para yaciarla en 
sus abiertas bocas^ sin que ellos tengan el trabajode mover los 
brazos. 

La manera mas segura de cortar de raiz este mal, es la de 
llevar el asiento del Gobierno al Rosario ; 6 a lo menos esta- 
blecerlo alii durante seis meses del ano. Los Santafecinos 
entonces s^prenderan a vivir por si mismos y trabajar por su 
propio engrandecimiento; pues no les falta elementos, como 
hemes dicho ya. Esta region es el jardin de la provincia, y 
su capacidad agricola basta para adelantar en grande es- 
Qala el pueblo; ahora mas bien es un panteon embellecido por 
la frondosa vejetacion,que una ciudad, tal es la apatia 6 indo- 
lencia de sus hijos. 

La cosa mas notable de la ciudad de Santa-F6, es el 
Colegio de los Padres Jesuitas. Este establecimiento hace un 
verdadero honor d la Administracion actual y al pueblo; y 
aunque grande no basta ya para la afluencia de alumnos^ El 
Gobierno ha mandado agregar nuevos <?uerpos al ediiicio, 
cuya conclusion esperan muchas personas en Montevideo y 
Buenos Aires para colocar sus hijos en clase de internes. 
Hay de tres ii cuatro cientos alumn,os, mas de ^uarenta in- 
ternes y muchos medio-pupilos. 

Del sistema de los estudios y de la economia interna de 
este Colejio, no he tenido el tiempo suficiente sine para 
examinarlo muy superficialmente; pero. todolo quehevisto 
me ha dado una alta opinion de 61, y no lardard en ser el 
primer establecimiento de educacion en la Repiiblica. 

Los ^dificios son antiguos pero bieii adaptados para el 
objeto; hay dos enormes patios, uno de ellos, con un bosque 
de seculares naranjos, que cubren el suelo con su sombra. 
impenetrable. Bajo esos drboles pueden divertirse con an- 
chura 500, nifios pues tiene d lo menos cien varas en cuadro, ' 

4e Santa F6 casi no reconocen otro origen que el deseo de colacacion en los em- 
plcos. V de tal manera eslaba en la conclencia de los santafesinos que los «empleos 
eran para el hombre, y no el hombre para los empleoSj que en la constitucion pro- 
Tincial anterior, se estatuia que lodos loscmpleados debian sernombrados cada afio; 
con elfin deque todos los Santafecinos tubieran parte en la niopina. De modo quiv 
t;l principioconslilucional de laNarion, que reclania solo In i(loneidad, quodababur- 
Tpdo poroi de la provincia on funza de la coslunibro. 
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Once son los Padres que se ocupan ahora del Colegicpcni 
creo que el numero debe aumentarse considerablemeDte. 

El gobierno toraa un inter6s paternal en cste Colegio de 
€u propia creacion, y deveras ya a ser un timbre de gloria 
para la administracion del Sr. Ciillen, pues es preciso ver 
para creer los inconvenientes y dificultades que se encuentran 
a cada paso, en la apatia y pesadez de Ja jente de la CapitaU 
Iratando de mejoras, 

Esta, apesar de ser situada en la parte mas bella de la Pro- 
■vincia, es preciso confesar, no ha seguido muy de cerca al 
carro de la civilizacion del siglo XIX. No ban recibido 
todavia sus Tiejas costumbres coloniales, las sacudidas por 
el contacto del estranjero, como los pueblos despejados de 
Buenos Aires, Montevideo y Rosario. 

La resistencia & todo lo nuevo que tanto distingue el an- 
tiguo caracter espafiol, y del cual solo ahora, comienza a 
despejarse, el espafiol de la 6poca, es todavia notable y carac- 
teristico en Santa F6, que a treinta leguas del Rosario, ciudad 
moderna, activa y emprendedora, ha llevado y lleva una exis- 
tencia que pertenece al siglo XVJII. 



CAPITULO II. 

LASCOLONIAS. 



El seflor Gobernador me presentd un sujeto, residente de 
la Colonia de la Esperanza, M. Henry, francos, a quienme 
habria recomendado como huesped; y ciertamente no tuve ra- 
zon de quejarme de la eleccion que hizo el sefior Cullen. M, 
Henry fu6 infatigable en fa(;ilitarme cuanto pudo, mis in- 
^estigaciones 6 indagaciones. 

Salimos de Santa-F6 el 8 de Noviembre,dia deun excesiTO 
calor, en uno de los muchisimos carros de cuatro ruedas, 
tirade por dos caballos, que usan los Colonos. 

El camino a la Colonia dela Esperanza, que estd situada 
mas al Norte,es piano y excelente en todas las 6pocas del afio. 
La distancia es de echo leguas escasas, y el camino esta atra^ 
vezado d cuatro leguas de la Ciudad por el Rio Sal ado que, 
mas bajo hoy que lo que se le ha conocido por mucho tiempo, 
Jicne sin embargo una vara de profundidqd. En su estado 
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actual se le vadea con facilidad en carruaje y & caballo. Sus 
aguas son bastante s^lobres, pero los animales las hehen con 
avidez. 

liOS llanos entre la Ciudad y el rio por el camino que 
tomamos, son de pastoreo y con bastante monte; resto de in- 
mensos bosque que ban quedado destruidos por los carbone- 
ros. Hay mucho pasto grueso que se llama espartillo; otro 
de aguja, y ademas un pasto fino y corto que es el que mas 
apetecen los animales. En esta 6poca del ailo, todos los cam- 
pos estan cubiertos de varias f lores, de las cuales la ver- 
bena silvestre es la mas resaltante por sus hermosos colores de 
encarnado,^urpureo, azul y lila. (1) 

Hasta llegar al Puesto de los Ombiies, tres leguas de 1% 
ciudad, los terrenos son algo arenosos; pero alii principia ui^ 
paisage hermoso, un bosque real men te de ombiies y algar- 
robos. 

Veinte aftos hi, existiaalli la linea de cantODes y una zanja 
para defender el pueblo de las inyasiones de los indios, que te- 
niansus campamentos & unos pasos mas al Norte; y no hace mas 
que cuatro afios que vinieron y mataron toda una familia en ese 
mismo punto. La casita donde nos bajamos para prender un 
cigarro, fu6 entonces defendida conbuen 6xito^ pordoshom- 
bres que se metieron adentro. 

En este llano hay muchisimas aves, la paloma, la perdiz 
y otras de muy brillante plumaje; cl cardenal y el p^jaro tije- 
ras 6 tijerillas. Hay tambien lagartos de dos pies de largo, Aqui 
no se v6 campos cultivados, pero si mucho ganado y muy 
gordo. 

Pasando esta hermosa faja de bosques Uegaraos al Salado, 
bordeado por praderas de un verde vivisimo que son todas 
anegadas cuando crece el rio, Todavia no hay puente, que 
es una necesidad muy apremiante. Cuando el rio esta bajo se 
pasa como hemes dicho k vado; cuando esta crecido, por medio 
de chatas. 

Las crecientes mas altas del Salad o son causadas general- 
mente por las del Parand, que empujan las aguas del Salado 
contra corriente comosucede en el mar en su reflujo; pero cuan- 
do los dos rios Uegan d crecer simultaneamente, entonces hay 
grande estencion de tierras bafladas. 

Pasando el Salado, la calidad de los terrenos mejora nota- 



( 1} La verbena escarlata es comiiny se encuenfra por fof'as partescn el pais: y lofi', 
IjabilaDtes la dan el po^lico noinbre de <(Sangre de CiisU>» 
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bleraeilte. Los monies se apifian, a pesardel destrozo hechd 
por los carboneros y la poblacion de las Ck)lonias. La leila prin- 
cipal es de algarrobo, arbol detamafio colosal. He visto alguno^ 
con tronco de mas de una vara de didmetro, y con copa de fo- 
llaje de mas de veinte y cinco; cabiendo con facilidad cuarenta 
cabezas de ganado bajo su sombra. 

Luego se deja el monte y se entra en el riquisirao llano 
en queestdn situadas lastres Colonias. El pastoaquies abun- 
dantisirao y todo tierno. No se consigue ver una mata de pasto 
I'ucrte, La tierra esU completamente cubierta, no con matas 
como sucede mas al Sur, siil6 tupida, y con regularidad como 
bi hubiese sido sembrada artilicialmente. 

El terrene es compuesto de tierra negra vejetal y grasosa; 
y tiene la profundidad de doce d quince pulgadas que, disminu- 
ye en la de ocho a diez en las alturas. La tierra debajo es loani 
Colorado, que mejora notablemente el producto de los trigos, 
revoivi^ndola con la tierra negra de la superficie. 

Solo falta algunosarboles en estos llanos, para hacerles el 
nee plus ultra del sueilo del agricultor. 

No pasaron muchos minutes sin que iri6semos estender- 
se de Norte d Sur la primera linea de casas de la Colonia Es- 
peranza. Su plan es sencillo y c6modo. En una estencion de 
dosleguas hay catorce lineas de concesiones, divididaspor me- 
dio, ydlo largo de la Colonia, por un terrene comun, 6 
calle de tres cuadras de ancho, para pastoreo. 

Los colonos tambien pastorean su ganado en los tferrenos 
ptiblicos que rodean la Colonia; pero como estos no Ics perte- 
iiecen, surjird para mas tarde una dificultad si el Gobierno no les 
liace ot^a concesion 6pOr renta 6 donacion; pues el terreno 
comun no esbastantc grande para todo el ganado que puedeti 
poseur cuatrocientas familias, (1) 

(I) Se nos ha dichoqueel compromiso del Gobierno era de donar i esla Colonia 
nn paflo delerreno al reaedor de ella. No saberaos si es cierto; pero para perfeccio- 
naresla iraportante Colonia y darie con gue ensanchar su prosperidad, y por consi- 
guienlesu utilidad Nacional entelporvenir, aconsejunios sin titubear; al Gobierno que 
sin p6rdidade tierapo, ha^ meair un liston de media legua en derredor de las 
concesiones, entregdndolo a la Municipaiidad de la Colonia. Mas tarde el r^dito qu6 
«sta pueda sacardeesle tefreno, servirapara atenderd los gastos pCiblicos y para cos- 
tear escueias etc. 

Sentimosque ntieslrasauloridadesno se bayan apercibido todavia de la impor- 
tanciade la educacion. Ellas debieran seguir el ejempio de los Esladdfe Unidos, donde 
nunca el Gobierno hace una concesion o una yenta de tierras piiblicas, sin destinar 
^in lote, mas 6 menos grande, para fomentar la educacion. Asi en todos los Estados, 
las tierras destinadas para este objeto, adquiereii valor segun la poblacion, y bastan 
J>ara atender 4 la educacion gratis de lajuventud, sin que los habitantes tenganqUe 
|iagar nada. 

Bella idea! Bellisima por su sencillez como por su economia' 
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Etila Colonia deSan Carlos seha evitado esta dificultad de' 
la raanera sobre que hablaremos cuando Ueguemos a tratar 
de aquella. 

Corao tenemosla inteneion de triatar formalraente el asun- 
to de las Colcmiasy esponiendo su yerdadera situacion,sin el ^ni- 
Hio de Iracer brillar sus ventajas ocultando cualquier color 
sombrio quepaeda haber, creemos eonveniente cortar nuestra 
narracion para hacer una relacion coitfpendiada de su origen j 
de las dificultades con que han tcnido que luchar. 

Aquellos de nuestros lectores que ya sehayan enterado? 
de esos dates histdricos pueden prescindir de ella, antes de 
pasar adelante para seguir el hilo de nuestras esperiencias en 
otrocapittflo^ 

Y queremos reeonoeer con agradecimiento lo que debe- 
mos & las atenciones y bondad deDou Carlos Beck, Adminis- 
trader y Gerente de la Colonia de San Carlosv quenos ha faci- 
iitado interesantes dates, no solamente de la Colonia que estd* 
bajo su direccion, sino de la de la Esperanza, y otras de varios- 
puntos dela Republica. La inteligencia y csperiencia de este 
caballero nos ha servido mucho para arribar k las apreciaciones 
que hemes de apuntar. 



CAPIXULO III. 



Bienconocido es que la primera inmigracion ASanta-F6' 
fti6 proraovida por el seller Don Aaron Casteilano, hechoque 
serd para 61 sicmpre un timbre de gloria, aunque como espe- 
culacion personal el negociofu6desgraciado. 

El sefior Casteilano tenia que luchar con dificultades cuya 
trascendencia nunca ha side suficienteraente apreciada. 

La Republica Argentina era entonces desconocida per laT^ 
Emigracion Europea; y el primero que la propuso tuvo que* 
luchar per un lado con la ignorancia de los pueblos, y per el- 
otro, conlatenaz oposicion de losnumerosos ajentes, que etf 
Europa han monopoUzado ese ramo de negocio. Pocos tie-" 
nen conocimietito de los obstaculos, a primera Tista insupera- 
bles, que%e oponian d cada paso dado por el sefior Casteilano? 
para conseguir su objeto; y en fm, despues de un trabajo y 
ttna constancia que solo pertenecen a individuos de grandes- 
ideas^ cuando logrd contratar las familias, que segun el convia- 
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nio debi6 tra^r a la BepAblica^ es f^cil comprender que en 
lugarde nna inmigracion provechosa desde el primer momen-^ 
to de su Uegada al pais, era una inmigracion de colonos ig- 
norantes 6 indigentes que era necesario sostener, criar y 
cdttcar^ antes que el pais pudiera sacar provecho de elios* 
Es precise hacerjusticia al sefior Gastellano por el cui- 
dado que tuvo en la eleccion de las familias. No aoep** 
t6 ninguna que no presentase alguna clase de certiflcado 
de buena conducta. En fin hizo lo que pudo en este sentido; 
pero es precise reconocer que tanto en Europa como en otras 
partes del mundo, los certificados se adquieren con facilidad* 
tanto por los buenos como por los males. Sin embargo, la clau- 
se de familias traida por el sefior Gastellano, por serde gente 
pobre, es notable por la buena conducta que ha observado, con 
muy pocas escepciones. • 

Es una suerte igualmente notable para el porvenir de esas 
familias, que encontraran & su llegada en Santa-F6, un Gobier* 
no dispuesto & hacer cuanto estaba a sus alcances, en proveclio 
de la inmigracion. Asi es que, cuando llegaron, se tomaron 
todas las medidas posibles para asegurar su bien estar. 

£1 Gobemador de entonces, D. Jos6 Maria Cullen, se ocu- 
p6 personalmente de colocar & los nuevos colonos; y aun hizo 
grandes gastos de su fortuna particular, para asegurar un 
buen ^xito & laempresa. 

Pero sin antecedentes ni esperiencia, con limitados fondos 
y otras dificultades causadas por el estado politico del pais, 
el Gobierno no pudo asegurar un resultado inmediato y feliz, 
lo que sea dicho de paso, habria sido dificil conseguir, bajo 
iguales circunstancias, en cualquier pais. 

El Empresario y el Gobierno cometieron ambos graves 
errores . 

Deben haber considerado que esa inmigracion, era un es« 
perimento; que las familias eran de la clase infima, pobres 6 - 
ignorantes, que en ninguna parte del mundo habrian sido ca- 
paces de trabajar independientemente, con alguna esperanza 
de provecho inmediato. 

Un hombre en un pais nuevo, necesita mas que terrenes y 
utiles de trabajo parapoder vivir. Necesita conocimientos, es- 
periencia en su industria. 

La colocacion pues de docientas familias ignorantes, sin 
otros recursos que los que les suministraba el Gobierno, en un 
desierto, lejosdelas poblaciones, era un gravisimo error. 
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jXo dismlniiye la magnitud de ese error, el heclio de que 
CSC dcsierto fuera fertilisirao y coa todas las ventajas agricolas 
apetecibles. 

Estas familias debieron haber sido colocadas, aunque 
provisionalniente, cerca del pueblo, con uua 6 dos cua- 
dras de terrene cada una. Su proximidad a un lUovimiento 
social, y un ccntro de poblacion, les habria inspirado 
confianza, y mientras que los productos deuna cuadra do ter- 
reno les hubiera bastado para la subsistencia, habrian ido ad- 
quiriendo poco a poco la esperiencia indispensable para traba- 
jos en mas grande escala. 

Al mismo tiempo las mujeres y los niilos pudieronhabcrse 
conchavado en el pueblo, ganando asi un salario y familiari- 
zandose poco a poco con las costumbres 6 idioma del pais, co- 
mo tambien con su clima, 

TIacemosal Empresario la merecidajusticia, puescreemos 
que ha obrado debuena f6 y con una alta solicitud por lapros- 
peridad futura de su pais; pero haciendolc esta justicia, debe 
considerarse tambien la empresa bajo el punto de vista comer- 
cial,ytenemosqueeonfesarquelaespeculacionhapredominado, 
con perjnicio de otras condiciones esenciales para el bienestar 
de la Colonia. 

No se habia pensado en raedidas de laprimera iraportan- 
cia para esta. 

No se habia construido ninguna clase de alojamlento para 
los Colonos, ni pozos, ni corrales para los animales: no se habia 
preparado ni tomado medida alguna para el 6rden publico ni 
rcspecto de la enseiianza de los trabajos, de que tenian que 
subsistir los Colonos, y que ignoraban completamente; el 
arreglo del culto: hospitales para los enfermos etc etc. 

Se obro como si los colonos hubieran stdo hombres esperi- 
mentados, acomodados, y capaces de dirijirse por si mismos; 
inientras que la verdad es que, la mayor parte de ellos era lo 
mas iufeliz de los cantones suizos^ y de las calles de los pueblos 
aleraanes. 

Que no se tomen nuestras palabras como un agravid. No 
tcnemos talintencion. La mayoria de los Colonos son sujetos 
estimables en muchos respectos, y su conducta desde su entra- 
da al pais ha sido notable men te caracterizada por el juicio y 
cl amor al orden. 

Lo que queremos indicar aqni, como en otras partes de es- 
tc opusculo cuando hablamos del cardcter de los Colonos^ c* 
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que, para llenarel corapromiso de mandar trccientas d do- 
cieiitas familias a uu pais desconocido, no era dadoa Jas aiito- 
ridades ni a los agentes escoger mucho. Han tcnido que acep- 
tar lo que podian aplicar ^1 Ileuo de su comisio]i bajo las condi- 
ciones dadas, entre la clase proletaria; la clase indijente e igno- 
rante; la clase que ya no encontraba lugar ensu pais native pa- 
ra ganar la subsistencia. 

Que estos hombres hayan conquistado una posicion tan 
descansada y un nonibre tan respetable, esun hechoquedc- 
biera asombrardlos niiembros de la misma clase de estos pai- 
ses quienes con mas ventajas,nohan podido salir de una esfera 
Yulgar, a \'eces demasiado miserable. 

La consecuencia de estos errores de juicioa side precisa- 
mente la que debiera esperarse; por cuatro anos, los Colonos 
ban tenido que Iu<jhar con la miseria, a pesar tarabien de la 
buena Toluntad del Gobierno de Santa-Fe, quien ha hecho en 
lo general mas de lo que le obligaba el contrato. Ha gastado 
en todo mucho mas que el \alor de los objetosquese habia 
obligadoa entregar; pero en detalle, habia muchas familias 
que no recibian su cuota sine cuando ya era tarde para supUr 
d sus necesidades. 

Las raciones de harina no bastaban para la mantencion 
de las familias hasta las primeras cosechas, y la distribueionde 
esta, todo era una fuente de abuses a la vez. 

El Gobierno Nacional entouces vino en ayudade los Colo- 
nos, yordenola distribucion de raciones de carne. 

El contrato obliga al Gobierno de Santa-F6 a entregar 
siete vacasa cad a familia. Desgraciadamente se negocioesta 
obligacion con un particular, que establecio el ganado en 
una estancia d poca distancia, donde permanecio el tiempo sufi- 
ciente para aquerenciarse. Luego en lugar de amanzarlo para 
entregar lo que correspondia d cada familia, locondujeron d un 
corral donde se le indicaba a cada uno cuafes eran sus vacas an- 
tes de soltarlas, dejando al inesperto Colono con el cuidado de 
agarrarlas afueradel niodo que pudiesen. 

El resultado de esto f u6 que muchas familias solo \ieron 
el color de sus vacas al salir del corral; pues ariscas como eran, 
burlaban facilmente los esfuerzos de loscolonos, que se queda- 
t)an con la vista fija sobre el punto del hbrizonte por donde 
desaparecian en direcciondla estancia, en donde los peones 
j)reparados ya de antemauo, lastomaban y contramarcaban— 
SEstosdlo mcnos son los informes recibidos. 
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Mas tarde cl Gobicrno no tenia ya plata para comprar va- 
cas, y noscoDstaque hasta hoy diabay familias que do ban re- 
cibido ni siquiera una. 

Segun nos ban dicbo los mismos colonos, la eutrega de 
semilla era tambien muy incompleta. 

Pero todo esto es insigniflcante ante el hecbo de la incapa- 
cidad e ignorancia de los mismos colonos, y la falta absoluta de 
alguien que pudiera ensefiarlos y dirigirlos. 

Estos dates tienen importancia en cuantodemuestran que^ 
el gobierno no debe nunca encargarse del negocio de coloui- 
zar por medio dela poblacion indijente de Europa. En este ca- 
se se y6 que, aun animado de la mas liberal voluntad, eso no 
basta para asegurar el buen ^xito en una colonia compuesta 
con pocas escepciones de la clase infima, pobre 6 ignorante. 

Sin embargo, como yeremos mas tarde, el estado actual 
de la Colonia parece desmentir estas palabras. Pero diremos> 
ahora que este estado es mas bien el ineyitaUe resultado de 
las grandes ventajas natiirales, que la obra de las autoridades, 
quienes por si, aun apoyadas por la energia, la buena fe, y 
dispuestas a baeer cualquier sacrificio en favor de la Colonia, 
nQ poseian elementos para luchar contra las circunstancias ad- 
irersas que rodeaban el establecimiento de la Colonia de la Es- 
peranza. 

Esta Colonia sin embargo no era «n asunto del Gobierno,. 
como hemes indicado ya; era especulacion de un particular, 
y tenia que luchar contra todos los obsticulos que suelen opo- 
nerse al feliz desenvolTiraiento de grandes ideas puestas en 
praeticapor laprimera vez. 

Fallido desde luego en la esperanza de sacar el prevecbo* 
esperado, pues los colonos no tenian en los dos primeros afio& 
con que pagar un m6dico arrendamiento, el empresario cedio 
las concesiones adquirkias por el eontrato, al Gobierno pro- 
\inciai^ que tui^o entonces que encargarse de la Colonia. 

Con esto mejord^ mucho la<situacion de esta Colonia; pues^ 
el Gobia'Do )a eximia del pago de una tefcera parte de sus' 
cosechas durante cincoa£ros, eomo tenian los Colonos obligacioa 
de hacer bajo el contrato con el empresario, solo quedando coi> 
la de reembolzar los gastos de su pasage. 

-Coloeados asi en una posicion casi independiente^ era de^ 
csperar que los Colonos marchasen en una via de prosperidad;. 
pero como liemos repetido; antes tenia que luchar primero^ 
contra loscfcctos de su propia ignorancia, y segundo contra> 
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los males que pareceu persegair siempre los primeras pasos de 
ta coloiiizaoion^ como si los g^oios de esos lugares despoblados 
se empefiaseu en pelear contra los invasores desus libres domi*- 
nlos. Yencidos estofi seres sobne-naturales^ como lo son cast 
inevitablemente, los que s^tien d los que los inglcses llaroam 
pioneers, (el que esplora d Cfluniao^) son aquelWsque ^coseohau 
siempre los frutos. 

La fabula de los demonios que se opoaian al \aaje4e Yasco 
•de Gama por el Cabo de Buena Esperanza, es una alegoria de U 
•que actualmente sucede con las^andes empresasjukiadaspor 
primera vez. 

Los seres terrtbles de la fabula se poeden traducir factt^ 
mente por los varios >enemigos muy mundanos, con que los 
<uuevos Golonos tieneu que^ucharen todas paries de la tierra. 
Los aborigeneSf mas 6 menos salvajes>£ indomables. 
Los aniiuales sUvestres ^ insectos nocivos. 
La naturaleza que, aunque pudiendo serbella, prolili** 
•ca y encantadora en su estado incalto, «es siempre ma& 6 menos 
nociva al hom'bre forastero« 

Sin embai^o, al fin cAdima seacomodari todas las faces de 
la civilizacion, Dondeno hay poblaciou, elclimase adapta 
mas bient a las necesidades de la naturaleoa que a las del hombre. 
Pero hay una indudable como estraordimuda ewien^a de que 
la presencia de la civilizacioR y una raza trab^gadora, modifica 
^ualquier clima hasta el ;punt0 de hacer vdesaparecer los ele<- 
imentos que al priscipio se oponian a la ppeaencia de nuevos 
pobladores. (1) 

( 1) Es iNia cosa muy partiMlar. y basta para in6im*arB08 fd en la existencia dr. 
onaprorideQciabeii6flca, que los clifnas^caoftbianJL medida que las necesidades df!i 
vbombfe i^xigea modiflcacioues eQ>«Hos. 

En GaHiorBia, nienlras esta ha permanecido desierta 7^deM)ob1ada, las esta- 
clones no se prestaban ^ las exigencias'de una raza de hombre8€i?iHzado». El inTier- 
cao era insufrible por las con(iNii«8'tm'menta6de agua ^ne^lo seflalabao. El yerano Ub 
riguroso, que por euatro 6 cinco raeses no se veia-un coflrollo-4e yerba. 

Se pobi6, y cosa asombrosal La naiuraleza se acomoao.ea-«L aoto A las oecesidades 

<^e los millare»que.buscaban lacar alimento de^sas pocotiSi, iuhospilalarias regioneS' 

Los inviernos se modiicaron, y lasaguas coinenzaT'bn^ caer ^.n los inesesdel yerano^ 

fendmeno descouocido antes; yios campos, 4|ueduraote los prinrarosaflos desesperaroii 

:^ los agricultores^i^uesparecian den^osirarque la CaliTorhla Bunca produciria comes- 

libles para sus habitanles, son aiioratla maravilla de'todos, no sotameute porque 

f oroducen lo necesario para el consumo del pais, si 06 porque stiftea con su sobrante 

i^ muchos pueblos del Paciflco. * 

Podejnos nolar«|ue se opera el mismo carobtoen esla provincia, antes viclima de 
^^randes secas 6 innurnerables mangos de lan^osta. 

Uacc diezaflos quenadie creia en la posib'ilidad de producir en esta Provincia 61 
'4rigo, maiz, cebada y papas para nuestro consumo; sin embargo, ahora estamos vien- 
- do que no soiamente produce todo, sin6 one el producto aumenta en grande escala 
*y la Provincia de Sanlu-Kc ya esporla muctios rcreales. 

No hay duda de que cl c'limu de Sunlu-Fc esta adaplundobC d las cxigeucius de j|l 
rjiueva poblaciuu. 
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No falto la concurrencia de estos inconvenientes para 
luchar contra los priraeros esf aerzos para cultivar los f rondosos 
llanos de Santa F6. 

Si los indios no osaron molestar a los Colonos, no es menos 
cierto que dieron continiios motivos de alarma, y sustraian 
niuchos eleraentos que pudieron haberse utilizado en favor de 
las Colonias. 

La langosta invadi6 por tres anos seguidos los campos y 
cosechasdela Colonia. 

La seca los perseguia con igual tenacidad, y a pesar de 
que el primer ano los Colonos consiguieron una regular cosecha 
de malz, los anos siguientes hasta 1861 f ueron tan desgracia- 
dos, que muchas familias dejaban sus concesiones y buscaban 
la \ida en los pueblos. 

La existencia de grandes bosques de madera d poca dis- 
tancia de la Colonia fu6 aprovechada entonces, y muchos Colo- 
nos se metieron a trabajar en ellos, ora en la labranza de ma- 
dcras, ora en el corte de lefla 6 haciendo carbon. 

Estos trabajos daban de comer k muchas familias, pero no 
dejaronde traer sus inconvenientes, como mas tarde tendremos 
motive de notar. 

Este era el estado de la Colonia al fin del tercer aiio, y su 
aspectoera realmente desconsolador. Los colonos, no habiendo 
sido acostumbrados d los trabajos exijidos porsunueva situa- 
cion, e incapaces de lucbar contra las dificultades que les pare- 
cian obstaculos invencibles, perdieron el animo, y varies se 
entregaron d la desesperacion. 

Sin embargo, las indudables ventajas de un fertilisimo 
terrene y un clima siempre benigno y quese modificabadia por 
dia en favor de los inmigrantes, tuvieron por fuerza y por si 
uiismos, que mejorar la situacion de los Colonos. 

La esperiencia vino a prestarles su poderoso apoyo. Con 
conocimientos mascerteros sobre las estaciones, y mayor des- 
treza en el mode de trabajar, principiabase a cambiar poco d 
poco, y en sentido raejor, la situacion. 

El trigo ha tenido siempre en este pais un precio alto, y a 
pesar de que por las varias razones antedichas, las cosechas 
f ueron bastante miserables, sin embargo no ha habido un afto 
en que no agregaran algo al adelanto de la Colonia. 

Despues del tercer ailo la langosta desaparecio, y las secas 
fueron menos frecuentes, mientras que la inteligencia de los 
Colonos lesensefiaba masmedios para neutral izar sus efectos*. 
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El aflo pasado, que fa6 muy fatal en todas partes del lito-' 
tal para las cosechas de trigo, por las abundantes lluviasque 
cayeron antes que el grano pudiera asegurarse, lo f u6 tarabien 
para las Colonias, que tenian entonces grandes sienibras, al-* 
Canzandose talvez, d setecientas fanegas dea 3751ibras. 

Peroaun entonces se cosecharon unos diez a doce por una, 
y los mas laboriosos de los colonos ban podido librarse entera- 
mente de deudas. 

Nuevas familias ban venido a reemplazar d las que dejaron 
la Colonia, y entre estas bay bomb res de inteligencia y algu-* 
hos capitales. 

Esta circunstancia ha sido favorable para el progrcso de 
la Colonia, pues como hemes indicado ya, la igndranciade los 
primeros Colonos, abandonadosdsus propios y liraitados rccur- 
sos, sin un solo bombre que les instruyese en los afanes de la 
agricultura, ba sido talvez una de las primeras razones que ban 
retardado tanto el desarroUo de las verdaderas riquezas que 
les rodeaban, 

Hasta abora mismo bay poquisiraas familias que sepan la 
elaboracion de la matitequilla y de quesos, a pesar de que to- 
das producen grandes cantidades de ambascosas. 

Pero no es menos verdad que en la presente 6poca, las 
familias que se encuentran todayia en una posicion pobre, no 
puedeu culparse sino a si mismas, a sufalta de industria, ordea 
y buena conducta. Las familias trabajadoras sin escepcion, ban 
conquistado una posicion y bien estar indudable, y es de notar 
que entre las familias mas biea colocadas y adelantadas abora, 
bay varias que ban principiado debiendo mucbo, y que nunca 
ban recibido los aniraales que les pertenecian por su contrato. 

No podemos concluir esta ligera resefia de la historia dela 
Colonia de la Esperanza deunamanera mas lisonjera que la 
depoderdecir: 

Que apesar de los sufrimientos porque ba pasado, apesai* 
de los elementos sumamente desfavorables al desarrollo de una 
Colonia en cualquier parte del mundo— -los elementos de po- 
breza 6 indigencia, sin la ventaja de una escepcion a la regla 
general; apesar del estado del pais, poco favorable a faenas 
pacrficas; con solo la ventaja del apoyo de un Gobierno Provin- 
cial admirablemente dispuesto, pero sin los arbitrios para se- 
gundarsus benefices anhelos sino en pequena escala; apesar de 
todo esto, la Colonia de la Esperanza esta boy dia floreciente, 
sus babitantes prosperos y sus productos son un elemento 
importante en el comercio del pais. 



CAMXULO IV. 



la Colcmia de la Esperanza, como hemos ya indicado, es 
nn paraleldgraiiio oonteniendo cuatro leguas euadradas dividi- 
dm en concesiones de relate eiiadras, coq anchas calles eutre 
todas las conceskmesy y dividido pormedio longitudiDalinente, 
por un terreno comunat que, como la patabra lo indicates pro^ . 
picdad d6 iodo». 

En el eenrtro de este espacio esta lai plaza, sff ifadaf por* 
eonsiguienteen el de la Colonia, y tieae docientas yaras libres 
de ancho y largo. 

Eq la plaza esia la nueya Tglesia Cat6!fca^ edHicio de cal y 
ladrillo, con un pdrtico bastanfe liicido, y una torre. Vmt yet 
acabada estal^esia va a ser muy adecuadd a las necesidades del 
Gulto en la Golonia. La Capilla Protestante ser6 colocada en la 
«)isma acera, para la ciial bay ya f uertes sttscrlcioiie» y ma-' 
leriales listos. (f) 

En la plaza esta la c<isa del Juez de Paz de la Cioloiiifa, un 
kotel y tres 6 cuatro casas ya edificadats, y varissotras para 
principiarse^ 

Hay en la Colonia trecientas cuarenta fmiriJiafs, que se 
pueden dividir del ttiodo siguiente: 

Familias Gatolicas — entre framcesas y alemania's 230 

Familias tVotesfa^ntes alemanas.. . ^ ^ . . ^ ^ ^ 75 

Id id franpesas. . .^* 40 

A este numero deberiamos agregar quince 6 veinte familiar 
KvaSypor los miembros de familias quese han casado y es table- 
cido por su previa euenta. A estos los padres A veces les 
entregan una parte de su propia concesion, & compran las age- 
lias. De estemodo irarias concesiones se encuentran ya sub- 
divididas. 

La Ccdonia eontaba el a£k> pasado 1300 almats. Este afio* 
kay 1561 divididos como sigue — 

Franceses! l^ !^^'f' 
i 20J menores. 

567 adultos. 

238 mcnores. 



Alemanes < 



{\) El local de la Capilla Protestanle, A causa de dificultades, traTendo su origew 
lie los odios del parlido fandtico Catolico, ba sido mudado & una segunda Waza forraadai 
A poca dislancia por el Sr. Gobernador Delegado D. Nicasio Orofio, que se iat<Mr«8ai 
mtu'bo por el bieu eslar de la Golonia Esperauza. 
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Gaando se. habla de franceses debe comprenderse mas 
biensuizos. Hay mny pocos franceses. Estos Colonos son 
natives de la parte de Suiza donde hablan el idoma ^frances; 
yarios tambiendelas fronteras; y el hechode que el francos 
es el lenguaje que se oye entre todas estas f amilias, ha oca- 
sionado la equivocacion bastante ^eneralizada, de que son 
franceses. 

No hemos podido averiguar con exactitud el ntimero de 
cuadras de terreno actualmente en cultivo este afio. £1 afio 
pasado, se dice, que habia 1936, y segun los informes que 
hemos podido tomar,es probable que haya un aumento en este 
atio de veinticinco por ciento. 

Damos este dato con recelo. Ha habido grande descuido 
en materias estadisticas a cerca de muchas cosas muy intere- 
santesala Golonia. A nuestrojuiciola cifra de 1936 cuadras 
bajo cultivo en 1862 es exajerada, pues supone que docientas 
concesiones fueron enteramente cuUivadas; mientras que la 
mayor parte de los Colonos, aun en este afio, no tienen mas 
que una tercera y hastala mitad de sus concesiones cultiyadas. 

Creemos que si di^ramos 2,000 cuadras por este aflo, 
estariamos muy cerca de la verdad. La mayor parte de este 
terreno estd bajo siembras de trigo. La cantidad de trigo 
sembrado este afio, esde496 fanegasde3751ibrascada una. 
De cebada hay 42^ fanegas sembradas. De maiz no podemos 
hacer todavia un calculo ^proximado, pues la mayor parte de 
esta siembra se hace en los rastrojos del trigo; pero calculando 
un t^rmino medio de dosalmudespor familia^ que equivaie a 
sesenta 6 sesenta y cinco libras, tendremos un pafto muy regular 
sembrado de maiz; bastante para dar una cosecha de cinco 
mil fanegas, aun en un mal afio. 

Porotos y arvejas solo se cultiva hasta ahora para el uso 
dom^stico. 

Lafalta de conocimientos y talves los trabajos penosos de 
los primeros afios de la Golonia, han impedido hacer esf uerzos 
en la via de embellecimiento, y aun a tenerhuertos. La Golonia 
carece de muchisimos productos sencillos que todo agricultor 
curopeo cultiva para su mesa. 

Productos tuberculosos no hay todavia. La papa que seria 
lo primero, lo mas litil y apetecido por la costumbre, no se 
cultiva, ya sea por la ignorancia de los Golonos, 6 per ciertos 
inconvenientes que todavia no se han podido veneer, pero que 
lo ser&n mas tarde, indudablemente; pues es dificil imaginar 



—26— 

un tcrrcao mas iproposUo para la produccion de este impor- 
taiite alimento. 

Por todas partes de esta Cofoiiia, scnotan los funestos 
efcctos de la lucha para poder subsistir; perotambien por 
otro lado, no faltaii numerosrsinias pruebas de que en esa lucha 
los Colonos ban vencfdo; y que ya no se trata solamente; de 
conseguir lo suficicnte para alimentar d las familias, sind para 
adornary suavizar la vida, ahorranido para el porveirir. 

El numero deaniniales, de propiedad de la Colonia^ alfin 
del alio pasado, era el siguiente: 

Caballos y yeguas ^. . . 1 569 

Bueyes 396 

Yacas 2305 

Terneros 3700 

Ovejas 50a 

Chanchqs 600 

El numero de bueyes parece desproporcionado al niSmero 
de familias; pero los Cofonos na se aprovechan tanto como 
debicran de estos utilisimosanimales, pues la mayor parte- de 
cllos hace sus faenas agricolas con cabtrilos . Con estos dran y 
traenleila delos raontes. 

Estamosmuy conforme en que et trabajo del caballo^ es 
mas espedito y limpio; pero hemos hablado ya de la calLdad del 
terrene en esta region; es unai capa de^ tierra negra saperfirial 
sobre an loa^^n Colorado que tiene* todos los elemrentos para 
her susceptible de cultivo y produccion, faltando solo el 
contacto del sol y del aire. 

Es c!aro pues que con tales condiciones, el zurco debiera 
ser Hondo, mczclando tanto como fucre posible el loam cow la 
lierra negra; pues esta, exesivamente f^rtil, no es duradera, 
J no ofrece bastante rcsistencia para la scca. 

Para cultivar este terrene se necesita arados de una cons- 
truccion particular; lo que los in gleses Hainan arados ^w6-soiY: 
arados que muevan la trerra debajo de la- superficie. 

Ahora, para esa clase do cultrv'o los caballos de este pais 
no sirven. Sond6biles y estrauosal trabajo; solo los bueyes son 
capaces deello;y hasta que la tierra est6 bien amalgamada y 
cultivada, dos, tresy aun cuatro yuntas de bueyes, deben* 
ponerse al arado, 

Mas tarde cuando por repetidos cultivos, la tierra esl6- 
Kiczclada y blanda, un par de caballos bastard para esto. 

Escusado es decirpucs, que los terrenes de la Esperanzasi 
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€slan rauy superficial ineate cultivados; y la coosccuencia es, 
que las raices, no pudiendo profundizar, se estiendea longitu- 
dinalmenle, y no ofrecen sino poca resisteneia i la seca y a 
las tormentas de lluvia y \iento. Es claro que la plant a 
que tengu bien agarrada una tierra gruesa y fuertepor medio 
de raices perpeadiculares, ^s capaz deresistir unalarga seca. 

El resultado del mal cultivo delas tierras en esta Colonia, 
cs notable en las siembras de trigo. Todo ha sido favorable 
paraellas, y cfectivaraentc tiene una aparienciabermosisima; 
pero en terrenos que debierau producir en un afio jcomo cste, 
trciuta d trelnta y cinco, y aun Irasta el cuarenta por uno, el 
producto talvez no subira de \eintidosa veinticuatro- 

Elproducto de cuarenta por uno no es una hip6tesis. Eu 
tierras biencultivadas en laColonia de San Carlos, el trigoha 
dadoesto; y este ailo, en ta misma Colonia^ haj mas deun pano 
de sicmbra que lo danu T sin embargo el terreno, clima y 
temperamento son exactaraente iguales a los de la Colonia de 
la Esperanza. 



CAI^irULO V. 



Lo que fnaslia fallado a la Colonia de la Esperauza es una 
buena 6 inteTijente Administracion. Talvez ha estado fuera del 
podef del Gobierno proporcionarlo; pero es el deber de este 
liacer lo posible para que el Joez de Paz, linica autoridad de 
la Colonia, sea capaz de llenar el \acio causado por la falta 
de un Administrador Ecdnomo. 

En una comuuidad como la dela Esperauza, el Juez de 
Paz debiera ser una especie de padre de familia a quien los 
Colonos pudieran ocurrirpara arre^lar sus disputas, acomodar 
sus pleitos, recibir consejos sobre la educaciony al culto. 
Hacer respetar las leyes y trabajar por el bien general, y la paz 
y armonia entre las familias^ 

Un hombre dq esta clase debe pagarse bien y por el go- 
bierno, para evitar asi quesaque ventajas de los Colonos. 

Lo uni'co que debiera permitirsele recibir de estos, cs un 
dcrecho por escrituras de ventci 6 arrendamiento de tierras, 
^ animales; la mensura de terrenos y colocacion de linderos, 

Deberia abstencrse de todo negocio en la Colonia; y sobre 
todo, no debo permitirsele exijir un centavo por cuaJqaicr 
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asunto de pleito, demanda, queja 6 artcgio entre los Colonos. 

Para conseguir esto, no trepidamos en aconsejar al Gobier- 
110 que coloque en este delicado puesto, un hombre estrafio a 
la Colonia; peroun hombre de bien,qne hable el castellano, el 
frances y el aleman, y a quien se debe pagar el raismo sueldo 
que se paga A los jueces de 1. ^ Instancia; d^ndole, no como 
propiedad personal, sin6 como agregado a la oficina, una casa • 
y algunas cuadras de terrene para jardin y huerto. 

Este Juez debe ser en todo case creacion del Gobierno, y 
presidir la Municipalidad que, por supuesto, se compondria de 
los vecinos. 

El presente Juez, es un hombre bien intencionado sin 
duda; mas no es competente paraocupar un puesto que ya 
requiere muchotino, inteligencia y actividad. 

EI tiene sus faenas para distraer su atencion; favorece los 
Catolicos contra los Protestantes; no se hace respetar por los 
Colonos; y cosa mas s6ria todavia, segun nos ha dicho, cobra 
de estos un tanto por cada decision que hace en una 
demanda. 

Claro espues que enlugar de procurar quedisminuyan 
lospleitos, esta en el interns del Juez de Pazaumentarlos; y 
siendo 61 mismo un colon o, y conocido por hombre que ya 
tiene partido, sus fallos, bien que sean justo§ 6 al contrario^ 
exasperan los animos de los que pierden; queen lugar de mirar 
la decision como fallo de la justicia, la miran como resultado 
del partido, padrinasgo y favoritismo. 

Si fuera estrafio el Juez nombrado por el Gobierno, nadie 
se atreveria a dudar de la buena U de sus f alios. 

Oimos decir que el Gobierno, tambien enterado de la falta 
que acabamos de indicar, piensa dejar a los colonos elejir su 
Juez de Paz entre si. 

P^sima es la idea del Gobierno. 

En la Colonia hay tres partidos que ya ban principiado i 
turbar su tranquilidad. 

Los Cat61icos fandticos. 

Los Cat6Iicos moderados , y — 

Los Protestantes. 

^Como armonizar estos elementos sin que el elejido no sea 
la causa de nuevas complicaciones? 

El Gobierno deberia evitar que su condescen4encia hacia 
los Colonos se lie vase mas allude la prudencia. 

La Colonia es una colonia Argentina; sujeta en todo a la» 
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leyes del pais. No deberiamos darle lecciones de una clasc de 
libertad que no existe entre nosotros mismos. 

No hay inconvenientie en que los Golonos elijan Jueces de 
Seccion, esp6cie de concomitante municipal; peroel Juez de 
Paz, la autoridad dela Colonia^ debe ser en todo tiempo he- 
chura del Gobierno. 

Hemos sido algo difusos en este asunto porque la cosa 
que mas nos impresiono en la Colonia, era la falta de una bue- 
na administracion. 

A esa falta es debido el abandouo qu^ fie nota en las 
concesiones y las casas. 

La faja de terreno comunal que divide las dos secciones de 
concesiones debiera haber sido plantada de arbol^s, no sola- 
raente para embellecer la Colonia, siao para abrigar a los 
animales y atiaer las lluvias; pues es sabidoque la formacion de 
montes y bosques cambian notablemenl;e el clima. 

Hay muy pocos arboles plantados al red^edorde lascasas^ 
menos aun jardines y huertos. 

Las tierras, como hemos dicho ya^son mal cultivadas, y 
todo por falta de una inteligente y acti\a autoridad, que, 
bajo cualquier nombre que^ea, fuesoAdmiuistrador, Ecdnom© 
6 Juez de Paz, se hubiera interesado en la marcha de la Colonia. 

El presente Juez dePa2 se opusoa la plaotaoion de arboles^ 
dando por razoa que atraian los insectos. 

Su inteligencia lleg6 hasta este punto, pero no se adelanlo 
hasta discurrir qtie si los dAoles atraian les insectos, se libraba 
de consiguiente la Uerr^ de ellos. 

Pero la idea nace de la ignorancia. 

Los arboles influyen poderosamente en la salvacion de 
las sierabras de les insectos, porque cpmo hemos dicho, atraen 
multitud de dlos^ que de otro modose habrian cc^ba^ en la^ 
plantas, y porque atraen millares de pajaros, enemigos mortales 
de bichos de toda clase. 

Como prueba de esto, podemos referirnos a un informe 
important^ presentado^l gobierno de Francia hace diezauoij, 
en que se esponia; que la guerra cruda que se llevaba a los 
pajaros por los cazadorcs y por los ignorantes paisanos, habia 
causado un incremento tan grande de insectos nocivos a \\x^ 
siembras, que estas sufrian muy graves perjiiicios. 

Si la ausencia de arboles es cosa triste en la Colonia, no 
lo es menos el hecho de que los Colonos ihayan^asado tanta^ 
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alios sin Irabajar huertos y formar jardiucs al derrcdor 6 dc- 
tras de sus habitaciones. 

Es de creer que las dificultadcs con que tuvieroa que 
luchar desde ei primer momento, y la necesidad de lienar todo 
su tiempo con trabajos que aseguraran su subsistencia, les qui- 
taba hasta el animo para todo aquello que no f uera ganar el 
pan de sus hijos. 

Hay porsupuesto algunas escepciones; y son tres 6 cuatro 
concesiones donde es muy patente el amor a lo hcrmoso; 
jardines adornados de arboles Uenos de floras; de csas flores 
brillautes y vulgares a que se apegan tanto los pobres de Eu- 
ropa: la malva hortensia, la amapola, el tulipan, el girasol y el 
clavel. Pero no \imos un solo ejemplo de orden en el 
arreglo delas ticrras, 6 buen gusto en la distribucion de 
plantas, 

Todo prueba el origen anti-agricola de los Colonos y la 
completa falta de una administracion que pudiera habcrles 
enseiiado los trabajos del campo. 

Es precise sin embargo reconocer la evidencia de una 
mejora. En este ailo se ha establecido una casa de rccreo en 
la parte alemana de la Colonia, y liay alli unjardiu y una 
huerta que demuestra cuidado y gusto. Los Colonos se estan 
iijando tambien en la importancia de plantaciones de arboles 
frutales; algunas habitaciones ya tienen regulares arboledas 
de melocoton. 

Solo un Colono ha plantado una \ifia, siguiendo el sistema 
aleman que tambien es el mismo de Mendoza y San Juan — 
Este sistema consiste en dejar crecer la planta hasta la altura 
de cuatro o cinco pies en que echa la copa; y se llama asi cepa 
de caheza. Este es casi el sistema general del pais para la vifia 
destinada a los vinos. 

Si la inmensa cantidad de hormigas, que son una plagaen 
este pais, lo permitiera,no seriamalohacer elensayo del sistema 
chileno, que consiste en no dejar crecer la planta alaire y alta, 
sino estendida sobre la tierra como toda plantja de guia, 
como la de f rejol etc, Este sistema tendria la ventaja de con- 
servar la plauta al abrigo de los viientos de lapampa, y la tierra 
con mayor grade de huipedad. 

Hemos conseguido en San Carlos que la administracion 
haga un esperimento en este sentido. 

La \iua de la Esperanza de que hablamos, ha dado ya bas- 
tante fruta, y prueba la facilidadcon que puede introducirse 
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esa iudustriaen las Colonias. Nos parecia muy sana y flo- 
recicnte. El daefio sac6 el aflo pasado mucha uva, i hiza 
una pequefia cantidad de vino, el cual, groseramcnte hecho 
como estaba, iguala a los vinos ordinarios del Rhin. 

Ef regular 6xito de este esperimento ha inducido a varios 
Colonos, d plantar viflas, pero hasta ahora en peqaefta escala; 
y es particular que estos ensayos sean mas generales entre 
los Colonos suizo-franceses que entre losalemanes, 

Estos, a pesar de su mayor industria^ no han adelantado 
tanto como los primeros* La parte francesa de la Colonia ya 
cuentaconsesenta y una casas de ladrillo^ mientras que por 
el lado aleraan'no hay mas quecuatro, 

Esto puede esplicarse en parte por el distinto caricter de 
las dos poblaciones— los franceses siempre buscan con mas 
ahinco las comodidades de la vida que los alemanes. 

Hay ademas otro motive. En los dias tristea de la Co- 
lonia, los alemanes, mas fuertes trabajadorcs que sns vecinos, 
se mctieron en los bosques que se acercaban bastante ^ sus 
terrenes en la Colonia, y principiaron el negocio de maderas, 
leua y carbon. De este negocio sacaron mucha plata, y aluci- 
riados por ello, comenzaron d mirar con algun desprecio sus 
concesiones de veinte cttadras; y en lugnr de aprovecharse do 
la plata asi ganada en mejorar sus tierras y edificar casas, 
la gastaron disipadamente. 

Ahora que los bosques escasean ose alejan, y el negocio 
no ofrece las mismas ventajas, los alemanes se ven en la nece- 
sidad de haeer lo que debieron haber hecho desdeel principio* 
fijarse en el cultivo de sus terrenes, Por esto vemos la Colo- 
nia de los alemanes menos adelantada que la otra del lado 
opuesto de la calle ancha, sus tierras peer cultivadas y sus 
^casas muy miserables* 

Pero est a gente, apesar de algunas pequeflas costumbres 
viciosas, es industriosa: las mujeres sobre todo; y admira 
ver d una nifla de diez a quince afios montadacoino hombre so- 
bre nn caballo* mostrar toda la destreza de un verdadero 
gaucho, arreando el ganado en el campo. 

Pero si por un lado se instruyen en las costumbres del tra- 
bajo de los gauchos, por el otro adquieren sus vicios. Escasi 
imposible persuadir a esta jente de Ja necesidad de raandar-su 
hijos a la escuela, y su educacion relijiosa esti igualment( 
descuidada. 

El Gobierno hizo lo que pudo para adelantar la edueacior 
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de la Colonia, poniendo un maestro habil que conoeia perfec- 
tamente los tr^es idiomas, espatlol, frances, y aleman. Pero 
bigo el fr/volo ppetesto de que no querian que sus hips apren- 
dieseu el espaftol, lo que era un«i»e^ ^tia non del Gobierno, los^ 
alemanes le» retirarou. El Terdader o motivo era, que no 
siendojente para saber aprecrar la educacion,creiau que mas 
cuenta les hacia aprovecharse del trabajo de sus hi}os eu casa. 

Asi hay euatro eseuelas en teoria^ en esta Golonia, pero 
en realidad sepuededecir que no hay ninguna, pue&ninguna 
fnnciona. Puede ser que durante elinvieraoy cuando las fae- 
nas delcampo dejen mas tierapo y espacio, loscolonos se mos- 
traran mas deciles ^ las buenas intenciones del Gobierno. 

Para conseguir este importante objeto, es nwiy necesaria 
una buena administracion. Repetimos que importa raucho 
al Gobierno y al bien estar de la Golonia que esta tenga como 
primer autoridad uu hombre independiente, inteCjentey 
active. 

Sentimos mucho ¥er colocado h la orillamisma de la Golo- 
nia, un canton de soldadosgaucbos. Sorprendldos dever tan 
curioso espectaculo en un lugar donde no liabia motive alguno 
parasu existencki, supimoa que f u6 por 6rden del Gobierito 
para la proteccion de la Golonia contra los indios; pero mas 
tarde hemos sabido que d misoK) gobierno estaba persuadido 
de la inutilidad de esta f uerza^ que no era sino un perjuicio 4 
la Golonia, destruyendo los pastes con sus^caballadas, y come- 
tiendo muchos robos. 

Gasi losiinicos crimenes cometidos en la Golonia son debi- 
dos A estos soldados; y por To de proteccion, lafrontera se ha 
retirado tai^o al norle, que estos parajes no corren peligro 
ninginiode los kidios;. esto es sin tfener en cuenta laconocida 
capacidad de los mismos Golonos para protejerse contra an 
ataque'que, aun ^enlos prin^rosdtas de bi Golonia, los indios 
nunca seatrevicron hacer. 

Supimos del seftor Gobernador, que estando estasfuerzas 
bajo el mando del General Paunero,^ Gefe de la Nacion, iba a 
conseguir que este las retirase hocia lafrontera,Iibrando la 
Gdonia do esta esp6cie de plaga equrvalente en muchos puntos 
dnna verdadera iniFasion. 

' No fbltan buenos instrumentos^ agricolas en la Golonia. 
Hay todavia algunos de los antiguosaradosconraedas, pesa- 
dos y groseros, pero el arado americano se ha generalizado 
Huicho. Hay tambien algunos arados de regular construe- 
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cion inglesa y francesa. Pcro lo que mas falta es el sub-soil, 
mencionado antes; arado para echar a la superficic la tierra 
colorada que,mezclada con la tierra negra, ha dc raejorar nota- 
blemente las cosechas del trigo^ 

Un norte-americano, el seiior Evans, cstablecido en la 
Colonia, ha traido un importante continj^nte de inteligencia 
para provecho de esta. Es el quien ha heeho venir varias ma- 
quinas e instrumentos de Norte- America. Ha introducido cua- 
tro maquinas de trillarjy cinco para segar; maqiiinas para lavai* 
ropa, para hacer mantequilla y queso> arados,cultivadoresetc. 
Los colonos, particular mente los alemanes, se muestran muy 
anciosos de adquirir toda clase de maquinas, descubriendo 
en esto un grado de inteligencia inesperada* 

Con maquinas de trillar y segar no sucederd otra vezlo 
que sucedio el afio pasado, que se perdieron grandes canti- 
-dadesdetrigo enla^ra. 

Hay muchisimas maquinas para desgranar maiz, el cual 
«e produce en grandes cantidades, apesar de que el clima no 
f's tan propio para este cereal como para el trigo. 

Las concesiones, con unaodos escepiones, no estan cerca- 
tlas, las maderas cuestan demasiado. Los cercos de alambre 
T^st^nentrando en Uso, y parece lo mas aproposito para esta 
region, sino di^semosla preferencia a cercos vivos de espinos 
t) de alamos, como se v6 en rauchas partes de Chile. 

Notabamos eti dos 6 tres lugares, que los colonos habian 
cercado sus huertas y aun sus ' campos con la tuna, {cactus 
opimtta), Esto no hace un mal cerco, pero preferimos mucho 
el Aloe americano, como mas limpio, duro y hermoso. 

En M^jico esta esp^ciede cerco es muy general j y del Aloe 
se pueden sacar muchos objetos de valor, y una bebida muy . 
agradable en el verano. (1) 

Si los resultados de la Colonia Esperanza no son brillantes, 
son al menos lisonjeros; y tomando en cuenta la clase de 
inmigrantes, no cabe sino un sentimiento de satisfaccion, y 
talvez hasta dc asombro, si se considera que una parte de los 
Colonos poseen ya buenas casas, bodegas, corrales bien cei'ca- 
dos; animales, siembras de dos a seis cuadras de trigo y poco 

fl) Los primltivos fuertes coiocados en la fronlera del Sur de este pais, fuerori 
touos construidos 6 mas propiamente dicho, cercados con tunales. Los indios, sin 
-arraas de t'ue§^o, encontraron en estos cercos una barrera impenetrable. 

Hemos vislo varios de estos antiijuos fiierles, que por falta de poda y cuidado, 
^stan yaarruinados; y no hemos podido dejar deaamirar el Ingenio de los antlguos 
•espafloles,aprovecli4ndosede elementos tan sencillos y al misrao tiempo Ian adecua= 
<do3, en tina region completamente destituida de lefia y piedra. 
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mcnos dc iiiaiz y ccbada, y si se considera tambicn quo estos 
Jii)mbres nuncapodrian liaber abrigaJo Jaespcranzade levan- 
tiirse en Europa a mayor rango que el de iufelices y simples 
jorualcros; trabajando como burros para no aleanzar siao una 
subsistencia prccaria. 

Aqui no solamente gozan dc abundancia, sino ya em- 
piezaii a enriqueceriie; y esto sin trabajar lauto como debieran; 
hi lacuarta parte de lo que la dura necesidad les habriaobli- 
^ado a hacer en su pais. Si bubiesen sido mas trabajadores 
liabrian adelantado raucho mas rapidamente. 



CAMTULO VI, 



La esperiencia que hemos adquirido nos ba co^nvencido de 
que, coraoprincipio general, la emigracion forzada no es ven- 
tajosa al pais, pues nos dara macho trabajo, nos costara mu- 
cha plata, y los proveelios se hacen esperar por larga tiempo. 
?(os rcferimosa la inmigracionbajo loi auspicias de los Gobier- 
nos. 

Lo que debe hacerse es inducir a una buena clase de in • 
mlgrantes a venir a nuestras playas^^con estos, vienen los po- 
bres voluntariamente y se conGhavattcon los ricos, dando cou 
sit trabajo un provechoso resultado al pais desde el primer dia 
de su Jlegada. 

Yimos en la Colouia de San Geronimo a un hombre que 
trabajo como peon por cuatroailosdespues de su llegada. 

Este hombre era ecouomico, ahorro sus ganancias, no 
sufrio coutratiempo ninguno, pues no tenia ninguna respon- 
sabilidad. Ahora es dueno de una concesion comprada, una 
casa^ animales y siembras, todo del valor mas 6 menos de cinco 
6 seis mil pesos, mientras que muchisimas familias trabajando 
de su propia cuenta, ayudadas^ por el Gobierno, han sufrido 
mucJio, y ahora apenas van saliehdo de susfuertes apuros.^ 

Si la mitad de Jos Colonos se concha^vasen con la otra 
mitad, q]ue ya tiene un poco decapital, Ja Cclonia adelantariu 
con mucha mas rapidez, y todos ganarian con el cambio-- 
Poro cada familia tiene que hacer su trabajo con sus propias 
nianos, Asi es que cuando hay faenas fuera de la concesion^- 
como las de la construccion de casas^ el corte de maderas enr 
el monte, y el quemar ladrillos, es claro que los trabajos deS 
campo se paran, y vice versa. 
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Vimos a iin bombre que tenia sus tierras incultas com- 
pletamentc, por baberse ocupado todo el afio en edilicar una 
casa de ladrillo, io que hizo con sus propias manos. 

No hay peones para conchavar, j por consiguiente no 
pucde habcr rcparticion de trabajo. Esto esplica como los 
€olonos no pueden privarse del trabajo de sus hijos, y por lo 
tanto no los mandan a la escuela. 

Uno de los hombres mas acomodados en la Colonia es cl 
francos, sefior Charles Henry. Este no era colono. Hace un 
j>ar de aiios quefue a establecerse alii, llevando algunos miles 
d^ pesos. 

Tienc dos 6 tres lindas concesiones, una de ellas casi cer- 
i'ada con algarrobo; trccientas cabezas de ganado, algunas 
ovejasy una casa en la plaza. La sola falta de brazos Je ha 
estorbado un adelanto mas pronunciado. 

M, Henry noesta acostumbrado a los trabajos del campo; 
y si dijeramos la vcrdad, tiene un caracter jovial algo mas adicto 
a pasar unas horas entre sus amigos que tras del arado. Su 
seilora es una mujer fina y educada, tambien incapaz de parti- 
<*ipar de las tareas fuertes del campo, y no tiene sino hijos 
may tiernos. Es evidente pues que conviene a M. Henry 
eonchavar peones; pero apesar de que puede pagar de docc 
hasta quince pesos mensuales, no puede conseguir los brazos 
necesarios, y la consecuencia es que un hombre que podia 
adelantar muchisimo los productos dela Colonia, se encucn- 
tra mas 6 menos con las manos atadas. 

Las mismas.observaciones pueden aplicarse a lossefiorcs 
Schafftery Evans, hombres de educacion y empresa, y que ha- 
rian marchar la Colonia a pasos gigantescos; pero no pudiendo 
encontrar brazos y apoyo, se ven condenados a una comparativa 
inaccion por falta de estos elcmentos. 

Hay otroscnla misraaposicion; mientras que las fami- 
lias que cuentan cuatro 6 cinco hijos adultos, prosperan rapi- 
tlamente si son industriosos. La familia Grenon es un ejcm- 
plo. El padre, es verdad, teni& tres 6 cuatro mil francos; pero 
trajo su principal fortuna en sus ocho hijos. La casa y conce- 
siones de este Colono se asemejan al establecimiento de un 
agricultor ingles; huertos, jardines, arboledas, corrales, una 
cxelente casa de ladrillo con subterraneo para la leche etc. Esa 
familia esy a rica. De mantequilla sola, vende corao cuatro- 
c'ientos pesos al ailo; y tiene entre muchas otras siembras, trein- 
Ca y siete quintales de trigo en la tierra, loque le dani docien- 
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tas ciocueuta fanegas, que & nueve pesos iinporta mas de dos 
mil docientos pesos. 

Hay otras familias sin hijos, que por el contrario, hau 
quedado pobres,pues por falta de brazos no pueden hacer nada. 

Es evidente pues que no es ventajoso siempre entregar 
tierras en propiedadd los inmigrantes, sino fomentar la colo- 
nizacion por medio de ricospropietarios y una clase proletaria. 

Cuantos miles de pobres hay en Europa que aceptariaii 
con gozola seguridad deganar quince pesos 6 sesenta y cinco 
francos al mes y su subsistencia, dandoles despues de tres aiios 
un terrenito de diez 6 veinte cuadras cuando ya tuviescn loti 
medios y los conocimientos para trabajarlo con provecho! 

y cuantos agricultores hay que harian fortuna aqui en 
cuatro 6 cinco afios, con la ayudade esos brazos, y que ahora 
por falta de ellos, no alcanzan a sacarsino una friolera de sus 
tierras! Nosotros prescntamos una idea en pocas palabras, y es 
la siguiente: 

Interesar a los gobiernos y las sociedades de emigracion 
de Europa, en mandar con cada veinte familias pobres, unoo 
dos agricultores de capital, con quienes las primeras se 
comprometiesen d trabajar por un sueldo, arreglado al valor 
del trabajo en este pais, por uno, dos 6 tres aftos; al fin do 
dicho tiempo los propietarios deben obligarse a entregar tantas 
cuadras de terrene a cada familia 6 cada peon. 

Para este objeto, la sociedad recabaria de los gobiernos 
un terrene de una estension que permitiera al capitalisUi 
hacer, al fin de un tiempo dado, una donacion de quince a 
veinte cuadras a cada familia, quedando 61 con cien 6 docien- 
tos, segun el capital que baya introducido en el pais. 

De este mode los pobres se encontrarian con un hogar 
seguro, la subsistencia y los medios de ahorrar para el tiempo 
cuando sean propietarios; y los capitalistas se encontrarian 
con una prodiedad valiosaque no les babracostadonada. 

Estas ideas,, lijeramente apuntadas, merecen un estudio. 
Unsistema de emigracion protftjido por los gobiernos del Viejo 
Mundo, y segun el principio de mandar, con familias inteli- 
jentesy demas 6 menos fortuna, uncierto numero de traba- 
jadores, sin duda tendria un brillante resultado. 

En el cultivo de trigo solo, no hay propietario en el Lite- 
ral que no pudiera pagar, con mucho provecho, un salario dc 
quince pesos mensual a un peon; yal mismo tiempo emplear 
en trabajos igualmente provechosos dlas mujeres y a los niuos^ 
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De este modo los inmigrantes pobrcsseascgurarian una 
fiiibsistencia desde el primer dia de su llegada, y la cerlidum- 
bre de un alhagueiiQ porvenir, 

Henios dicho que las cosechas de la Espcranza este aft» 
prometen grandcs rcsultados — Las siembras de trigo, por el 
mal resultado de las cosechas del ailo pasado, no han aumenta- 
do mucho en 1863. Hay cerca de quinientas fanegas sembra- 
<las, y el cdlculo que hicimos despues de andar por mucha 
parte de la Coionia es, que dardn unos veintitres a veinti- 
dncoporuno. (I) 

Esto apcsar de no ser insignificantc, es sin embargo poco 
para un ailo favorable como este; pucs con buencultivo, «stas 
tierrasdeben producirsiemprea lo meuos treinta por uno, y 
en il'pocas favorables,hastacuarenta, 

Se |>uede calcular pues un producto de trigo por la Coionia 
de la Esperanza este ano, de echo a nueve rail fanegas, que a 
iiueve pesos, precio que, segan toda probabilidad^ alcanzara 
€ste cereal, dara cerca de cien mil pesos a la Coionia. 

Si se agregan seis mil fanegas de raaiz, dos mil fanegas de 
cebada, mil fanegas de legumbres, quinientos quintales de 
mantequilla y mil quintales de queso, calculando sololo so- 
brante despues de deducir lo que consume la misma Colonia,te- 
wemos productos en este afio del valor de ciento quince mil 
pesos. 

Si sucedecorao se cr6e, queel trigo suba de precio^acausa 
de las guerras en E«tados Unidos y la Banda Oriental, y las 
grandes secas en Buenos Aires y en Chile, fdcilmente puedc 
iigregarse veinticinco rail pesos a este calculo. 

La desventaja que sufre la Coionia es la fialta de un merca- 
do para todos los articulos nobles, como el trigo etc. Santa-1'c 
es un niercado muy mezquino, y un quintal de queso 6 unas 
docenas de huevos mas de las necesarias para el consume diario 
del pueblo, bastan para hacer decaer el mercado. E« verdad 
que nunca faltan corapradores para el trigo en las mismas Co- 
lonias, pero lo que necesitan los Colonoses una pronta y facil 
comunicacion con los grandes mercados del Rosario, Buenos 
Aires y Montevideo. Con el incentive de una pronta venta 
para sus productos, la Coionia de la Esperanza produciria enor- 
mes cantidades de queso, manteca, huevos, aves y legumbres, 

(I) Kueslros ciUculos sobre el producto puedeD salir crrados, pues los Colonos de la 
Esperanza tiencu la maliaima costumbre de sembrar doble la cantidad de semilla que 
clableraQ en una cuadra. 
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todos articulos de pronta venta en las ciudades arriha mcncio- 
nadas. 

Hay comerciaDtes en la misma Colonia que compran maiz, 
mantequilla, queso etc,; pero corao estos tienen que sufrir el 
peso de grandes gastos para Uevar los objetos a mercados pro- 
vecliosos, por eso no pueden pagar sino muy bajos precios. La 
mantequilla que se vende en la Colonia d un real y medio la 
libra, llegando al Rosario valecuatro, y hasta seis reales^ y en 
Buenos Aires hasta veinticinco pesos papel. 

Lo qaefalta para desarrollar el poder productive deestas 
Colonias es el establecimiento de una linea de locomotoras sin 
jines^ 6 carros de traccion, para los cuales el terrene sepresta 
admirablemente, hasta el puerto de Santa-Fe; y teiier un \a- 
porcito que haria dos viajes semanales al Rosario y San Fer- 
nando, la estacion actual del ferro-carril del Norte, que sale 
de Buenos Aires. De este mode, la pronta venta de sus pro- 
ductos a precios equitativos, animarian a losColonos a producir 
grandes cantidades de articulos de primera necesidad, y de los 
cuales carecen lamentablementenuestros mercados del Literal. 

La mantequilla que se hace en la Colonia ya tiene mucha 
fama per su buen gusto en el mercado de Buenos Aires, donde 
sehavendido hasta treinta pesos papel; pero podemos aqui 
anotar, como para amonestacion k los Colonos, quedescuidan 
mucho en la hechura de este articulo, que ya estaentrando por 
primera vez en el uso dom^stica de nuestras casas. 

La mantequilla es malisimamenteelaborada, ypor eso no 
so conserva sin6 por unos cuantos dias. Es porque impcra 
todavia la ignorancia en la materia. Para conservarse bien la 
mantequilla debe estar libre completamente de suero, y para 
conseguir esto es precise lavarla repetidas veccs en agua 
fresca, y salarla prudentemente. 

El queso, que mas tarde va a ser un producto de miicha 
importancia en la Colonia, es tambien muy mal trabajado, si 
se considera quolos Colonos tienen exelentes materiales para 
producir un queso esquisito. 

El aflo pasado la Colonia produjo corao seis mil fanegas 
de maiz, del cual quedaba sin venderse, cuando estuvimos alii, 
mas dela mitad; y vimos pagar el maiz desgranado en la Co- 
lonia a doce reales, cuando aqui en el Rosario valia tres pesos 
y veintiseis reales, y en Buenos Aires aun mas. 

Esta circunstancia demuestra toda la importancia de esta- 
bl^cer una facil y barata coraunicacion entre las Colonias. y 
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ios principales mercados del Litoral. Santa^FiS no es un mcr^ 
cado. Viraos un carro de dos 6tre8 fanegas de maiz paseandose 
por las calles buscando compradores, pero como todos Ios 
caballos del pueblo habian tenido ya su racion matutina, ya no 
habia mercado sino hasta el dia siguiente! 

El yalor del llete desde la Colonia hasta el puerto varia de 
seis a ocho reales fanega, Asi cuandoel especulador del Rosario 
6 Buenos Aires quiere comprar, paga en el puerto de Santa F^ 
un precio que las nms veces no le deja ganancia^ mientrasque 
el agricultor tiene que vender sas productos a un precio que 
tampoco le ofrece aliciente . 

Si Ios €olonos fueran mas inteligentes y pudieran com«- 
prender la iraportancia de la union de accion, y unaconabina- 
cion para prptejer a sus propios intereses, podriaa hacer desa- 
parecer muchas difieultades. 

Por ejemplo: una empresa costeada por Ios misrtios Colonojl 
enmancomuTij para llevar Ios productos de la Colonia al puerto. 
De este modo una fanega de trigo 6 maiz no costaria mas que 
un real 6 ^ lo mas un real y medio^ 

La Colonia tambien deberia tener una sociedad para ayu- 
dar a la construccion de habitaciones^ cuando por falta de fon- 
dos, un Colono no pudiese edificar. Esta clase de sociedad que 
Ios ingleses Uaman Bniliing Loan Society, ha tenido un gran- 
de desarrollo en la Europa. Es sobre el principio miituo^ y por 
medio de eilo^ un pfopietario sin fondos puede edificar una 
casa, pagando el costo por mensualidades sin interns. (1) 

En articulos como Ios que es^amos escribiendo-, no cabe 
una relacion mas esplicita, pero talvez Yolveremos sobre el 
asuntc para esplicar el principio y modo de operacion d« estas 
sociedades^ que podrian introducirse con grande provecho* no 
solamente en las Colonias^ sino en todos nuestros pueblos, y 
particularmente en lasciudadcs como Buenos Aires, Rosario y 
(jualeguaychi'i, que tienen una vida progresista y activa. 

Otracosa que seria de grande utilidad A Ios Colonos, es un 
Banco de ahorros, en que podian depositarse las economias de 
las familias. Ya hemes hablado d^ la poca tendencia de Ios ale- 
manes paralaeconomia. Con un Banco d€ ahorros seria facil 
atajar este vicio, y raostrar a Ios Colonos toda la vetitaja de esa 
virtud y una vida sobria, 

( 1 ) Despues de publicar estos arlicdlos, es con mucha satisfaccion que heraos sa- 
i)iuo que Ios Colonos de la Esperanza ban formado una sociedad miitua para Ios ob- 
aetos que indicaraos en el teslo. Hemes hablado con su inteligente Presidente, el 
Sf. Scnaffter, quien aun en Ios primeros dias de la formacion de la Sociedad, ha 
^Icaazado importantes venlajas para sus socios. 
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EI Banco podria establccerse bajo cl p:»troc[nio del Go- 
Sicrno con un directorio dc tres o cuatro de los principales' 
habitantcs de la Colonia. Hay algunos dc estos que compren- 
den ya la importancia del asunto, como tambien de sociedades^ 
nmtua s abarcaudo \arios objetos utilisimoa para la Colonia. 
Pero para todo esto es preciso que el Gobicrno tome la inicia- 
tiva, pues no hay bastante inteligenck comcrcial ni el senti- 
niiento de union entre los Colonos para perraitirles llevar 
a cabo ideas admiuistrativasque uecesitan la accion eombinad» 
de todos. 

El agua de la CoJonia es cxyclente, y parccc inagotable ctv 
la profundidad de quince 6 veinte varas. Todas las casas tienon 
pozos, las mas do»y tres. El agua es dulce y sirve para lavar 
ropa. 

Hay do& raolinos de vientoy algunos pequef.os, con la 
eapacidad de moler dos fmiegas diarias, movidos por caballos & 
mulas. No hay facilidades todavia para hacer barina fina, sina 
en pequefla escala> y el pan que gencralmente se come es muy 
negro, pero sabroso y alimenticio. 

Las gentes comen blen en lo general, pero gastan poo 
came.. En la mafiana almuerxan pan, lecbc, mantequilla y a 
\ eces cafe. La coraida es a las doce, y la cena a las seis, com- 
puesta de las mismas cosas, eon la adicion de huevos^ tocino y a 
\eces carne fresea . 

Cada familia tiene un carro de cuatro ruedas tirado por 
dos caballos, y muchas tienen dos y aun tres. Con la carga mas 
])esada estos vehiculos andan siempre al trote de.los caballos,. 
pues los caminos por todas partes son como el piso de un salon. 

El producto de mantequilla en las tres Golonias se puede 
calcular en cuatro mil arrobas al afio, y los huevos, en la Colo-- 
lonia Esperanza solo, en ciento sesenta mil doccnas — Si hu- 
biera un mercado para este ultimo ramo, uo habria dificultad- 
dc hacer subir la cantidad a medio millon de ddcenas, que adier- 
eentavos docena, importaria la enorme cifra de cincucnta mil 

pfCSOS. 

Sobre elaumentode mantequilla; hacienda un pequcfio 
ealculo, haremos saber a lo que podria subir cl producto con 
bI numero de vacas que existen ahora en la Colonia — Son vein-- 
titres mil cinco,en la Esperanza. C^ilculamos que, con cuidado,. 
cadavaca en t^rmino medio, dara dos libras de mantequilla por 
semana. Esto da como el producto de las veintitres mil cincon 
vacas, nuevc mil quinientas arrobas, que es lo que podria pro- 
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ducir facilmeate la Colonia. Dediizcaraos la mitad para el con- 
sumo dom^stico, odireraos una libra iliaria por cada farailia, 
J tendriamosla misma cantidad de mantequiila disponible en 
la Esperanza, que producen ahora lastres Colouias; y eso que 
nuestro calculo de dos libras por semana es muy moderado; y 
podria aumentarse hasta el doble con unabuena criadeani- 
males. 

No queremos despedirnos de la Colonia de la Esperanza sin 
hablar algunas palabras sobre el Culto. 

Hay en la Colonia docientas treinta familias Catolicas y 
ciento quince Protestantes. De los catolicos hay como la mitad, 
6 tal vez mas, que son moderados y dispuestos a \ivir con armo- 
niay fraternidad census ^ecinos, cualquieraque sea su modode 
pensar en materia de religion. Los otros son fanaticos, y puede 
ser que pongan mas tarde en conflicto la paz y tranquilidad de 
la Colonia. 

Este es un asunto que mcrece la mas s6ria atencion, y 
sentimos obscrvar que hasta ahora nose ha dado a ellolaim- 
portancia que merece. 

Nosotros encontramos alii como Cura catolico, a un fran- 
ciscano, un conocido nuestro y un exelente hombre, no lo 
dudaraos, pcro imbuido en todo elcalorosofanatismo quetanto 
distingue esa hermandad. 

Con las mas sanas intencioncs, segun su modo de ver, 
cste Cura es capaz de dcsorganizar toda la sociedad en la Colo- 
nia, pues todos conocemos a que grade de intolerancia conduce 
a los franciscanos su fanatismo; el va hasta comprometer el 
progreso mismo del siglo. 

Pero hay una cosa muy seria toda^ia, y lo que traerd muy 
graves consecuencias. Estosfrailesatacanla moralidad de la 
institucion mas importante para la sociedad humana, el ma- 
trimonio. 

En cl case de un matrimonio misto en que la ceremonia 
liaya side celebrada por un Ministro Protestunte, ellos no 
yacilan endenunciarlo como ilejitimo, y van mas lejos: enseilan 
a los esposos que pueden separarse cuando quieran, y formar 
otros vniculos! Ha habido ya cases en que el cura ha inducido 
de esta manera a dos esposos a separarse y casarse de nuevo 
con otros. En nuestra conciencia denunciamos esta conducta 
como criminal, pues en ella el clero estigmatiza con la mancha 
de ilejitimidad a niflos que el Estado reconoce como legitimes. 

En nuestro concepto este principio inculcado por el clero, 
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espeligrosisirao a la moral, y un insulto groscro a los ciudada-^ 
lios dc un Eslado. Un sacerdotecatblico, en su conciencia puede 
niiiar a un raatrimonio misto, celebrado por un Ministro Pro- 
testante, como nalo, pero decir d los esposos que ningun Yin-- 
cuio los unen, eso si es perniciosoy un delito contra la sociedad 
y la moral, como bemosdicho. 

En vista de que pueda \enir una grande inraigracion 
protestante, lo que nos conviene de ningun modo rechazar, 
iraporta al Gobicrno hacer efectivas las leyes que garanten el 
culto de dcsidentes, en cl modo mas claro y preciso. No somos 
fanaticosen este pais, como en otros de Sud America; y no 
podemos permitir que el fanatismo de religiosos forasteros haga 
nulaslas prescripciones de la Constitucion, 

Como es includable que el matrimonio, a mas de ser un 
sac ramento es una grande institucion civil, importa que el 
estado tome parte en ello, asegurando asi los derechos del 
ciud adano. 

Mientras tanto, aconsejamos al Gobieroo, sino quiere v^r 
levantarse fatales disensiones en la Colonia de la Esperanza, 
Gscoja como Cura a un sacerdote acostumbrado al raundo, y 
que no saiga afuera de los atributos de un buen cristiano. 



CAPITULO VII. 

SAN GERONIMO. 



Esta es una nueva Ck)Ionia a la distancia de dos legdas de 
la Esperanza, y fundada por el Gobierno para colocar a Colo-^ 
nos conforme f uer^u viniendo, para los cuales ya no quedabau 
concesiones en la Esperanza. 

Colonizada por una inmigracion espoiitanea, San Geronimo 
promete luego sobreponerse i la Esperanza, Su jente es su-- 
perior en muchos conccptos a la de esta; y a pesar de que no 
perteneciaen general a la elasedeagricultores en su pais, son 
sin embargo intelijentes 6 industriosos. 

La mayor parte de estos Colonos son suizos montkiiieseS) 
y todos Catolicos. Han venido cada uno con mas 6 menos plata ; 
ulgunos ban traido hasta veinte mil francos^ 

En esta Colonia hay ciento doce concesiones, arregladas 
dre la misma manera que las de Ux Esperanza. De estas hay* 
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ocheuta y cIdco ocupadns con el mismo numcro de familias, 
consistiendo dc cuatrocientos sesenta y dos individuos. Las 
conccsionos restantes estiin yapedidas por los raismos Colonos 
para amigos y paricntes que deben Ilegar luego de Europa. 

L'l Coloniaesta lejos dc los moiites, y por consiguiente 
la lena algo dificil de conseguir, y ocupa dcmasiado cl tiempo 
delos Colonos, que debieran estosdedicar al trabajo del campo. 
He aqui pues, que hay una necesidad absoluta de plantar arbo- 
ledas, pailicularmente de durazno, pues ia poda de estos ar- 
l)oles, que crcce rapidamente en estas i;egiones, bastaria en 
cualro 6 cinco aflos a suministrar ^los Colonos la lefla suficien- 
te para el uso dora6stico. 

La Colonia es naeva, y hastaahorano se hahecho mas 
en ella sine las sieinbras indispensables para alimentar a los 
Colonos. 

Cuarenta familias recien llegadas^ no ban podido hacer 
una sicmbra de trigo en este aflo. Treinia y cinco las tienen; 
y d pesar de que las tierras esWn raal cutivadas y el grano mal 
scmbrado, proraeten una cosecha mejor que la dc la Esperanza. 

Hay cuarenta y cinco fanegas de trigo sembradas, y los 
que han Ilegado demasiado tarde para serabrar trigo, ban cul- 
tivado tauto terreno comoles eraposible para raaiz. Esto talvez 
es una ventaja,pues es probado aqui que el trigo da mucho me- 
jor en rastrojos de maiz y vice'Versa. 

Las jentes de esta Colonia son muy sdbrias y trabajadoras; 
exelentes catolicos, morales, respetuosas y adictas asuculto* 
Todos los Colonos sin escepcion, se han prestado con la mayor 
voluntadd ayudar a la construccion de una iglesia; cada fami- 
Ita se ha comprometido k la entrega de cinco mil ladrillos, que 
se fabrican muy buenos en todas las Colonias. 

El Gobierno se ha suscrito con toda la cantidad que debe 
percibir por los gastos de titulos en la Colonia. La Tglesia esta 
ya principiada, y se acabard en dos 6 tres mcses. 

Ires 6 cuatro Colonos han edificado ya casas de ladrillo, 
y casi todos se preparan a edificar en el afto prdximo. Nos 
desmontamos en una casa decal y ladrillo, bien hecha, con dos 
piezas grands, un pozo de agua, un corral de madera de 
algarrobo en el cual habia dos yacas, un caballo y dos chan* 
chos. El due&o habia tratado con un vecino de la Esperanz^i 
para entregarle todo esto por la cantidad de seicientos pesos 
bolivianos; y el contratista, cuando Hegamos, estaba ocupado 



—44— 

en blanquearlacasaporfueray4entro,ullimo trabajo quchabia 
que hacer antes dc entregarla. 

EI Juez de Paz es fin hombre bien intencionado, pero poco 
capaz de adelantar esta Colonia. Ademas, tiene una especiede 
hotel, 6 mas bien pulperia, donde vimos con pesar emborra- 
charse unos soldados pertenecientes al canton que, aqui como 
en Esperanza esta colocado a las orillas del pueblo; sistema que 
no se puede vituperar demasiado. 

El estipendio del Juez de Paz, es muy escaso para permi- 
tii^le dejar la gerenci<j de sus propios negocios, aunque el niisma 
tiene la conciencia de que sus ocupaciones no cuadran bien 
con sus deberes como Ministro de Justicia, 

Noshizo irapresion la buena fe de este hombre, y si el 
Gobierno no adoptase nuestra indicacion de costear un Juez 
competente, cstrailo a las Colonias, haria bien de aumentarcl 
sueldo del presente Juez, bajo la condicion de dejar su hotel 
y demas negocios de sudependencia. 

Los animales en la Colonia Esperanza se puedea calcular 
en un tannine medio de veinte cabezas por familia. No hay 
ovejas. 

Los colonos fabrican bastante queso y mantequilla. El 
primero es de una calidad muy regular, y se \ende con faci- 
lidaden la misma Colonia a tres pesos arroba. De las Colonias 
de San Ccirlos y la Esperanza \ienen a coraprar este queso quo 
tiene mejor nombre que el de aquellas Colonias. Lo probamos, 
pero falta mucho para que sea iguaVal queso de Taf i. La razou 
es muy sencilla. Se quiere sacar un doble provecho, y en lugar 
de hacer el queso de leehe gorda, se le estrae la nata dc esta 
para hacer mantequilla. 

Tenemos mucba esperanza en esta Colonia en que vemos 
un adelanto relativamente en dosailos que, si bien no la ha 
colocado d la altura de la Esperanza, promete muy luego un 
alto grade de prosperidad. 

Hay varias razones que robustecen esta opinion. La jente 
estilunidaenrazonde ser generalmente delas mismas comarcas;. 
casi todos los Colonos ban traido capital; y si no puede decirse 
que son agricultures en la estrictaaceptacion dela palabra, a 
lo menos todos estan acostumbrados al trabajo; fodos profesan 
la misma relijion, y asi no hay asuntos de desavenencias que 
suelen traer amargas enemistades: son sobrios, honestos y sa-^ 
tisfechoscon su suerte, lo que esta evidenciado por el hecho^ 
dc q^ue casi todoshan mandado a Europa & buscar sus parientesu 
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Hay un lioinl>re en la Colonia cuya ocupacion esViajar 
cntre este punto y la Suiza a traer nueTos Colonos. No exije 
del Gobierno absolutamente nada, mas que un donativo de Met 
•cncuando para sus gastosde \iaje- 

La fundacion dcesaseccion colonial, es unodelostrcs 
ensayos actualmentc en ejecucion. . La Espcran7a era una 
Colonia de inmigrantes indijentes, sostenidos y alentados por 
•cl Gobierno. 

San Carlos, una especulacion particular, donde los Colo- 
nos pertenecen^ se puede decir, a propietarios por un cierto 
fiiimerode anos, 

San Ger<)uimo, Colonia de inmigrantes ^spontancos, que 
1)0 piden nada sino el pailo de terrene qu« el Gobierno otrece 
gratis a todo Colono, 

Nos decidimos por esta ^iltima^ y cr>eemos firmemente que 
-sera la que de mejor resultado. 



ClAMXI-TLO ^VIII, 

SAN CARLOS. 



Habiendonos ocupado en los capitulos anteriores de las 
Colonias que puede decirse, sonhechuras del Gobierno, llega- 
mos ahora a la Colonia de SanCarlos, Colonia fomiada, sostenida 
y dirijidapor ca pi tales de una sociedad particular, sin que el Go- 
bierno haya tenido mas injereucia en ella que la de entregar 
a la sociedad los terrenes concedidos por contrato . 

Bajo varies puntos de vista pues, esta Colonia es la mas 
intcresante. El Gobierno nunca volvera a encargarse de una 
Colonia; ni tampoco habra necesidad de ello. La inmigracion 
Jia abierto ya una brecku en la Provincia de Santa-F6, y basta 
<3laliciente de concesiones de tierras; para atraeria a nuestras 
playas; esto es todo lo que se exijira del Gobierno; lo demas 
.^e hara por capitales particulares, 6 por inmigracion espon- 
tanea, que es la mejor de todas, 

Es interesante pues, estudiar detenidamenteel orijen, la 
•mardia y la situacion actual de una Colonia, que ha side la 
(priraera, y que es todaviala linica en esta provincia, que se ha 
•establecido por medio de una sociedad 6 individuos particula- 
nres; y con mas razon cuando sabcmos que el Gobierno acaba 
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de formar y firinar ua contrato por Colonos en una proporciott 
muy grande, con oira sociedad de inmigracion^sobre las mismas 
bases y condioiones que obtuvkron los empresarios de la 
Colonia San Carlos, • 

El ensayo de San Cdrlos pues, presenta una s6rie precio- 
sa de datos y esperiencia,.que las Colonias que se establezcan 
en adelante pueden estudiar con provecho, imitando todo lo 
que ha sido bueno y evitando todo lo que la practica haya pror 
bado ser inutil 6 desventajoso. 

La Colonia de San Cdrlos esta situada como d ocho leguas 
Sud-oeste de Santa- F6, y a seis leguas Sud de la £speranza y 
como cinco y media leguas Nor-oeste de Coronda; villa y 
puerto situado sobre un brazo delParand. 

£s solamente en la estacion en que las aguas del Parana 
estan muy bajas, que la navegacion queda cortada entre Coron- 
da y los puertos de abajo, lo que sucede raramente, Goletas 
de bastante calado pueden navegar casi siempre por ese brazo 
del Parana que tambien puede considerarse como una prolon- 
gacion del rio Salado; en cuya hip6tesis, se puede decir que la 
cmbocadura de cste rio esta situada muy cerca de San Lorenzo^ 

Esta Colonia, coloeada en la misn.a gran planicie en que 
.estan situadas las de San Gerdnimoy la Esperanza, tiene facil 
comunicacion con estas por caminos llanos y firmes; como tam- 
bien la tiene con Coronda, sin que haya uunca estorbo de 
eingun g^nero. 

Pero, segun nos esplicd el sefior Administrador de San 
Carlos, hay un puerto aun mas aproposito para esta Colonia, el 
de unlugar denominado la Estancia de Maciel, al Norte de 
Coronda, situada sobife el mismo brazo del Parana, 6 prolon- 
gacion del Salado, y a cuatro leguas y media de San Cdrlos, 
accesible en toda estacion del aflo, y ofrecicndo las mismas 
ventajasfluviales que Coronda. (1), 

Par^cenos que mas tarde esta Colonia de San Carlos ten- 
dra que buscar su contacto con los puertos de mas abajo por 
medio de uno de los mencionados, pues la comunicacion con 
el de Santa-F6cs algo diflcil y larga. 

La comunicacion en linea recta con la capital esta corta- 
da por grandes bafiados intransitables en tiempo de lluvia, y 
que se estienden sobre una milla de ancho y muchas leguas de 
largo al lado derecho del Salado, donde tampoco hay pasos, 

(I) Sabemos por una carta que recibimos del sefior Beck, que habia, al tiempO) 
4e escribirla,. tres buques cargando en Maciel trigo de la Colouia de San Carlos,. 
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I^ues el agaa tiene bastante profundidad J las barrancas soit 
muy altas. 

Se ha colocado un puente en frcnte mismo dc ese baftado^, 
legua y media al Norte de Santa-F6, en un lugar malisimo^ 
con la errada idea de que sirviese para todas las Colonias. 

Es verdad que en tiempos secos y cuando las aguas del 
Salado estiin bajas, un ginete puede tomar el camino recto dc 
la Ck)lonia de San C&rlos, y vadear el rio en el puso de Santo 
Tom6; pero pocos se aprovechan de esta ruta. 

Para atraer el trafico de San Carlos, es aqui donde de- 
biera construirse un puente. Pero para hacerlo util necesitaria 
un dique 6 travez del baiiado^ lo que costaria bastante, porque 
seria preciso cubrirlo con empedrado de alguna clase; de otro 
modo seria tambien impracticable en el invierno, por la clase 
de p:reda que es el unico material que hay para hacerlo. Sin 
embargo esta es una obra Indispensable si los Santafecinos 
quieren atraer los productos de San Carlos a su puerto. 

Para aprovecharsc del puente ya construido, la jente dc 
San Carlos tiene que dar una vuelta de dos Icguas; perO 
cuando llueve y el baftado se Ikkc pantanoso, es tan dificul- 
toso llegar hasta el puente, que casi todos pretieren pasar por 
la Colonia de la Esperanza, y de alii dar la vuelta a Santa-Fe 
atravezando el rio por el vado facil del Paso de Miura. iPero 
en las estaciones de las g)*andes crecientes del rio Salado, nb 
hay medio de salvarelincon\eniente; todos tiencn que apro- 
vecharsc del puente, 6 pasar sus caballadas d nado en el paso 
de Miura, donde hay tambien una chata para las (iarfetas y la 
jente — Pero aqui el vadeo es dificil porque en la 6poea de las 
crecientes las orillas del lado izquierdo son bafiadas y panta- 
nosas cerca del paso Miura. 

Estos inconvenientes exijen un pronto remedioj.pUes los 
productos delas tres Colonias toman tan grandes proporcio- 
nes que su comercio las asume tambien en una importancia re- 
lativa para Santa-F6, cuyo porVenir raercantil vieue envuelto 
y se cifra casi esclusivamente en el de las Colonias. 

Para obviar tan grave mal el mejor medio que aconsejamos 
es el estableciraiento de carros de traccion, 6 sinfines^ como in*- 
dicamosen otro capitulo. 

Para esto nose necesitaria sino un puente y un dique de 
dos 6 tres cuadras al paso de Miura; porque los mismos carros 
qUehicicsen el trasporte de la Esperanza, seguirian d San 
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Jeronimo y Sail Garbs, 6 so podria establcccr otra Iiaca entre 
lii Espevanza y estas. 

Careciendo de conocimientos practicos acercade csta 
inieva invencion, por la cual sc utiliza el vapor parahacer 
Tiiarchar carros con grandes^ cargamentos por caminps ordi- 
narios, no podemos formar un cuadro relalivo de los gastos y 
entradas, para probar con el la econoniia y provecho de la 
empresa; pero podemos dar una idea del monto del tonelaje 
entre las Colonias y Santa-Fe para que las personas intere- 
sudas que poscan aquellos conocimientos pixedan hixccv sas 
calculos. 

Trigo... .• 56,000qq, 

Maiz 15,000 « 

Cebada 5,000 « 

Legumbrcs 2,000 « 

Mantequilla 800 « 

Huevos. ^ . 1 ,000 « 

Queso 2,000 « 

Yarios. 5,000 « 



»6,80aqq. 



Fonnado este cuadro sobre la base de los productos ac- 
tu.ilcs de la Ci>lonia en cstos moinentos en que su impul>o» 
principia a ser \igoroso, es permitido calcular que esos pro- 
ductos duplicaran^ sin duda, en dos afios. 

Porque una vez que los Colonos de San Garlos, por 
ejempio, se hayan exiniido de la obligacion de entregar una 
tercera parte desus cosectesa la A4ministracion, sembraraiv 
mucho mas. 

Estirpado que sea el insccto que impide d cultivo de la 
papa, esta sera tambien un producto de las Colonias, y lo senv 
en grande escala. 

La lana entraraa figurar igualraente entre siis productos;. 
pues que si la cria de ovejasno se ha enipezado ahora, ha sido- 
por falta detiempo para los Colonos. 

No tenemos dates para poder hablar con seguridad sobre 
el flete de retorno, pero debe ser importantc muy luego. Eu 
el soloramo de instrumentos agricolas, el flete sera bastante 
erecido, pues no hay Colono que no quiera tener sus dos & 
tres arados estranjeros, sus maquinasde segar, trillar y culti- 
var; rastrillos, maquinas die desgranar maiz, de haccr niante^ 
^uilla,, queso, etc^ 
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Luego tenietitlo i*n cucnta las roaderas para edificios, Itt 
tai. y raercaderias de toda clase, creemos que no bajara todo 
esto de veinte mil quintalcs. 

Estos guarismos, que no creeraos contengan nada dc 
cxagerado, demucstran claramonte que el negocio no seria 
male, sino al contrario muy provechoso al empresario que lo 
estableciera^ 

Los gastos serfin pequeflos comparativamente; la leila es 
barata, de facilisima esplotacionj y de buena calidad para las 
maquinas. El terrcno se presta a osta esp6cie detrasporte; 
y el pasage del Salado cs el linico obstciculo, pero obstdculo que 
se \ence con el gastp de cuatro 6 cinco mil pesosi 

CAPITUILiO IX* 

La Colonia de San Cdrlos^ fu6 fundada pot la casa de los 
scilores Beck y Herzog, de Bale, ayudada por una compaflia 
de accionistas que se prestaron a llevaf la empi*esa a cabo. 

El Gobierno de esta Provincia fue muy generoso con esta 
corapaflia en materia de tierras* haciendo la concesion no 
solamente de terrenes para el cstablecimiento de la Colonia^ 
sinode otros iraportantes ensu \ecindadi 

La Colonia de San Girlos es la primera etnpresa de su 
genero en que todos los preparatives fueron tornados de 
arttemano para asegurar su buen exlto y el bicn estardelos 
colonos. 

No faltiban capitales, inteligencia ni energia. Todo lo 
que podia adelantar la Colonia fue suministriKlo por la admi- 
nij^tracion con prodigalidad, y en algunos cases hasta con im- 
prudenciaj semillas, animales, instrumentos, auxilios de toda 
clase y aun capitales* 

Un ecoiiomo inteligcnte y esperimentado fue adjunto ti la 
administracion desde su inauguracion* 

Vamos a ver nlas tarde como esa prodigalidad era per- 
judiciat a los intereses de la socicdad. 

La compailia de Beck y Herzog, con sus relaciones en 
Europa, no encontro la misma resisteucia y dificultades que 
rodearon los esfuerzos del senor D. Aaron Castellano, el pri- 
mero que habia presentado estos carapos a la consideracion de 
las sociedades del viejo mundo, como lugares apropdsitos para 
la inmigracion. 

Ya la geiite conocia algo de cste pais. Se habian publicado 
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cartas dc las familias establccidas en las Colonias de la Espc- 
ranza y las de Entrc-Rios; y si es verdad que los cuadros na 
eran pintados con colores muy brillantes, a lo menos daban 
mm idea grarndiosa de la capacidad y ^entajas de este pais, 

Siendo europeo* los empresarios^ esta circtinslanoia les 
daba tambien una ^entaja deque no gozaba iin estrangcrOf 
contra cuyos esfuerzos se oponian las preocupaciones de la 
ignorancia, esplotada por los ccntenares do ageiites deemi- 
gracion, que creycron vcr en el primer comi^onado de la 
Jicpublica Argentina ua instrurafenfo do coinpt^tencfa contra 
SW1S negocios. 

Kmpero, la casa de Bale no consiguid sin dilicultad la* 
farailias necesarias para su Colonia, por el poco conociniicnto 
qwe toda^ia habia en I'a Europa de estos lejanos paises; y tuvo 
que gastar injentes sumaSy y dcspues dc todo esfaba muy lejojv 
(Jepoderreunir una dase de colonos cpue, por su intelijencia 
y caudales,hubi€sen asegurado un ^xito ventajoso 6 inmediato* 
^la empresa, al mismo tienipo'quehubiera el pais reportada 
grandesbieucs. 

Los Colonos que vinieron en los primeros afios a San 
Carlasy perlenecian con algunas escepciones, a la misiaaclase 
de donde salieron los queeolonizabao la Esperanza. 

El conf rato cclebrado entre la sociedad y cada familitt de 
CiOlonos era el siguiente; 

Art. f ? La familia se compromete a llevar consigo los- 
articulos abajo nombrados. (Pero en los easoi^ en que estos 
no teniun con que comprar eatos objetos la sociedad Icadelau- 
taba, como tankiieai ft)s gastosde ^iaje, establecimienjo de la 
Colonia ette.) 

Un carro — un arado — ^umi grada— *50 pics de cadena— 
una arroba de cordel-^dos arneses— 8 o lOazadores y picos — 
dos orquetas — Guadaflras con mangos — boces, y varios otros 
instrumentos de los que se necesitan en una easadecampo^ 
incluyendo ropa, armas de fuego j los ufensilios de cocina. 

Art. 2 ? La soeiedad se compromete a entregar a cada 
familia, llegando a la €olonia, (a) un terreno de \eintte cua- 
dras, (como9Q jornales suizoa 6 34 hfotiares), situado en la 
Colonia.. 

(b) Eos materiales necesarios para la construccion de uw 
rancho. 

(c) Cuatro bueyes mansos, dos caballos, cuatro vacas^ Ic-- 
cheras con su» cria^ y despues de la cosecha, dos etonchos^ 
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(d) Los viveies nccesarios, (distribuidos semanalmenle) 
hastaci \alorde sesenta ]>esos (6 300 francos mas 6 menos,) 
])or persona adulta, contaado como media persona los muoha- 
chos dc menosde doceailos, y las muchachas raenosdecatorce 
afios. 

(c) Todiis las semillas neccsarias para scmbrar el terreiio 
que fuese eultivado- 

Art. 3 ? i.os CoJonos se obligan a lo siguioute, bajo 
apercibimiento dc perder todos sus derechos: 

(a) Acultivarsu concesion conactividad y perse verancia, 
ol>edeciendo las instrucciones de la admiuistracion en materia 
decultivo y siembra, Eu el ler. ailo deben cultivar y seni- 
brar a lo menos cuatro a tinco cuadras; el 2? a lo menos 
oehocuadras, (37 jornales suizos,) y los tres anos siguientes 
a lo* menos diez cuadras (46 jornales suizos.) 

(b) A entregar fiel y exactameate a la administracion, cii 
cstado de esportacion, la tercera parte de suscoscchas durante 
cinco alios consecutivos, contados desde el 1 ? del mes de 
Junio que siga a la llej^ada A la Colonia. 

(c) A entregar de una vez a la administracion al fin de 
cinco afios, contados desde la misma 6poca: primero, la mitad 
del aumento de las cuatro vacas y su cria entregadas por la 
sociedad segun el art. 2 ? (c); y scgundo a entregar dos de los 
terneros recibidos al mismotiempo. 

(d) A dividir con la administracion durante los cinco aiios 
mencionados, el producto de los chanchos. 

(c) A someterse a las autoridades estableeidas y obscrvar 
con escrupulosidad los reglamentos introducidosen la Colonia. 

Art, 4? En el case, (de todos modes 'inverosimil), de 
que la tercera parte de las cosechas entregada a la Adminis- 
tracion, (tasada al t6rraino medio de su valor inmediata- 
mente despues de cadacosecha),no bastaraal finde los cinco 
afios para cubrir los gastos que se hayan hecho suministrando 
a la fainilia los objetos designados en el art, 2. ® (b) (c) (d) y (e), 
. ademas el interes de6 p§ , la familia quedara responsable y 
tendra que pagar el saldo con la mayor brevedad posible, 
abonando despues de los cinco afios indicados el interes ordi- 
nario del pais. 

Art. 5 ? Despues de la espiracion de cinco afios y de 
haber cumplido todas sus obligaciones, la familia quedara 
duefia absoluta de: — 

(a) Su concesion de veinte cuadras. 
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(b) De todo aquello con que la haya dotado. 

(c) Detodoslos animates menos los que por clart, 3. ^ 
(c) y (d) debera entregar A la administracion. 

Art, 6. ® Cada familia dcbe coder gratis, y en partes 
iguales el terrene neccsario para los camiuos, cuya andmrti 
se fijara por la administracion. 

Art. 7, ® A su llegada cada familia sera hospedada por 
cuenta de la administracion; pero debeproceder sindemora u 
establecerse en su coucesion. Esla demora en uingun caso 
puedo esceder de seis semanas. 

Al primer golpe de \ista, este contrato parece ventajoso 
tanto a la sociedad como i los colonos; porque si bien cstos 
se comprometian a una verdadera servidumbre porclespacio 
de cinoo aiios, aquella los sacaba de una posicion prccaria^ 
ofreciendoles al cabo dc cincoailos una independencia segura 
para todos los que qnisieran merecerla por su industria y 
buena U. 

Y efectivamente, se puede deeir de los colonos de Sau 
Carlos, lo que hemes dicho de los de la Esperanza; y es que 
fueron de una clase que en su propio pais nunca se habrian 
colocado mas arriba de la indigencia. 

La mayor parte de ellos recibieron auxilios de la compa- 
fiia desde el primer momento de firmar el contrato, Muy 
pocos tenian coo que costcar los gastos del \iage, y aun menos 
los que se establecieron en sus concesiones^ recibiendo Jos 
animales y semiHas que era la ohligacion de la sociedad en- 
tregarles^ sin adeudarse con esta, 

Pero en realidad esta clase de contrato adolece dc series 
defectos. 

El Ycrdadero bien hecho & los colonos sacandolos dc la 
penuria y poniendolos en la \ia de hacer fortuna^ luego dcsa- 
parecia en la mente de los bencficiados ante el hecho de que, 
por un tcrreuo que el Gobierno de la provincia entrega 
gratis a todo inmigrante, ellos se comprometian a darla tercera 
parte de sus coscchas por cinco auos. Y a roedida que pa- 
saba el tiempo y los colonos se adelautaban, esta exigencia les 
parccia mas y mas dura. 

Esto es una debilidad de la naturaleza humana, que la 
compafiia debe haber tenido en cuenta. Un arreglo hecho por 
unhombreapurado para mejorar su f ortuna esta mirado dc 
xnuy distinto mode cuando ya ha adquirido algunos biencs^ 
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aiinqnc cl origon de su forluna vcnga dc los rcciirsos dc aquel 
arrcglo. 

La idea sola dc verse obligados a entregar la tercera 
parte del producto de su Irabiijo, ha paralizado ea muchos 
cases cl iuiimo de los eolonos, mieutras que en otros ha obrado 
como unsentimiento de injusticia, y los ha arrastradoaobrar 
con mala fe respecto de la adrainistraeion. 

La autondad ejereida per la aJministracion,y la obligaeion 
de los colonos de conformarse alas indicaciones deaquella 
eii materia de ecunomia ogricola,si bicn ban tenido un cxelcnte 
efecto en enseilar a gonte iguorante los rudimentos de la 
agricultura, no ha dejado de ser elorijen de muchos y series 
disgustos eutre los colonos y la Administracion. 

Hemes hablado ya de la falta deprudcncia decsta; nos 
esplicaremos. El capital de la sociedad fu6 levantado por 
medio de acciones. Los accionistas, sin dudacn su mayor 
parte entcramente ignorautes decsta clase denegocios, se 
alucinaban con grandes 6 inmediatos provechos en \ista de 
las \entajas que parecia prometerles las condicioncs del con- 
trato con cada familia. 

La priracra administracion no tomando en cuenta estas 
esperanzas prematuras de los accionistas, bizo desembolsos 
indebidos, adelantando demasiado a las familias, no tomando 
bastante en cuenta el caracter de los hombres con que tenia 
que poblar su Colonia. 

EI resultado es Mjico; la sociedad no hasacado los pro- 
vechos que esperaba, y los accionistas estan poco satisfechos 
de su especulacion. 

Pero dejando a un lado la cucstion de la imprudencia 
administrativa si la ha habido, la causa del desaKento de los 
iiccionLstas es tan clara como injustificable. 

En esta clasede negocios, es ridicule esperar unapronta 
remuneracion. La ventaja grande que se saca de ellos es del 
valor siempre creciente de las tierras que quedan en poscsioii 
de la erapresa; y si la de la Colonia de San Cdrlos, en lugar de 
exigir de los colonos la entrega de una tercera parte de sus 
productos, hubiera contratado el pago anual de cierta canti- 
dad dedinero, y hubiera cifrado sus esperanzas en el valor de 
sus terrenes, habria talvez salido mucho mejor. 

No contaban los accionistas con las dificultades quo 
rodean los trabajosde losprimeros ailos en colonizar una re- 
gion nueva, y despues de gastar injentes sumas en hacer 



llevar a los coloiios a sui dcstiiiosy adelautarles alii animales, 
comida y plata, vieroii pasar los priracros aftos sin que la terce- 
la parte de las e.isechas dieran lo suficiente para pagar ni los 
intereses del capital espendido. 

Sc desaiiiinaron pues^ y esa desanimacion setorno cu 
pcrjuicio delasociedad, porqiie estorbabaala administracioii 
en los pasos que pudiera haber tornado para in^jorar la 
situacion deella. 

Micntras taato, cl hecho es, que con un poco de abnc- 
gacion y paciencia es indudable que la sociedad saldra bien» 
y habra fundado una colonia que ciertamente ofrece hoy dia 
mas solidas esperanzas que cualquier otra de la Republica 
Arjentina* 

Nuestros lectores comprenderan esto si tienen presonte 
la descripcion que haceraos del admirable plan topografico de 
la Colonia; plan igualmente ventajoso & la sociedad como a los^ 
inismos colonos. 

La Colonia estd dividida en 330 lotes de 2Q cuadras cada 
uno: 163 de estosse entregan a los colonos, y el resto queda 
propiedad dela sociedad. Al lado de cada concesion ocupada 
por una farailia, hay una vaeante pertencciente 6 la adminis- 
tracion; pero el usufructo de esta es delos colonos por cinca 
alios para pastorear sus animales; de modo que cada familia 
goza por ese tiempo de sus veinte cuadras que puede cultivar 
en su totalidad y ademas, de otras veinte cuadras de pastorea 
para sus animates al lado mismo de su concesion. 

Al fin de lo& cinco aftos, y no antes, la administracioa 
puede ofrecer estas concesiones vacantes a venta; y la prefe- 
yencia en todo case debe darse & la ftirailia vecina. La venta 
tambien debehacerse aplazo* 

La ventaja sobre este punto es indudable para arabas 
partes. Habra poquisimas familias que, al fin de cinco aiios, 
se encuentren tan malque na puedan hacer la adquisicion del 
terrene adyacente; y el producto de la venta de ellos debe 
reportar una injentesuma al 6rca de la sociedad. 

Esta reparticion de los terrenes ha side pues muy juiciosa ; 
y da a los colonos ventajas que no poseen los de las otras, 
Golonias, que mas tarde no tendrdn donde pastorear su ga- 
uado. 

Fuera de los terrenes mencionados, la sociedad de Saa 
Carlos tiene grandes paflos de tierra al rededor de la Colonia: 
de la3 cuales debe sacar ma.s tarde pingiies capitales. No sa- 



bettios si estos iltimcs perteneceti a Jos accioiiistas de la so=- 
ciedad de colonizacion, 6 si son propiedad particular de la casa 
principal de Beck y Herzog; pero en todo easo lus accionislas 
deben salir bien parados, cuando coticluido el termino de 
cinco aflos, les sea perraitido liquidar las cuentas y YCindef los 
lotos vacantes. 

Como hemos dicho, i Causa de la pobreza de la mayor 
parte de las familias qtie colonizaban ^San Carlos-, la adminis- 
tracion ha tenido que desembolsar mucho dinero, y en muchos 
casos es probablO) y no solamente probable sino muy cierto, 
que estos desembolsos fuerou hechos sin la prudencia que urt 
exacto conocimiento del negocio hlibiera asegurado. Tambieu 
eutre tan heterog^neo grupo de individuos de una clase en los 
mas casos proletaria, se encoutraban algunos cuyas ideas de 
honradcz no eran muy estrictas; y estos son precisameifte los 
que mas pedlan a la adminlstracion y que mas resistencia 
oponian y oponen al cobro de las deudas que ban contraido. 

Mas adelante daremosun estado que deraostrard lamarcha 
de algunas familias, su situacion al establecerse en la Colonia 
y el genero de progreso que ban liccho* 

Consideramos de importancia estos datos^ y ^riesgo de 
aburrir h nuestros lectores, les pediretnos sii induljencia hasta 
que acabenios el trabajo que nos hemos propuesto. 

Millaros de inmigrantes se preparan a trasladarse a nues- 
tras playas, Grandes compailias se esWti formahdo para 
fomentar lacoloniiacion. Importa muCho pues, no solamente 
para los mlsmos colonos sine para los individuos que arries- 
gan sus capitales en el liegocio, estudiar prolijamente la 
esperiencia de los errores y desgracias de estas^ como tambieu 
para adoptar las medidas que ban salldo acertadas* 

Entre las primeras creemos deber colocar el sistema de 
exijir una parte cualquiera de las cosechas^ pues esto desa* 
nima a los colonos y paraliza sus esfuerzos. 

Entre las segundas creemos mtiy juiciosa la medida de 
repartir los terrenes de mauera que cada colono despues de 
Untierapodado^ pueda posesionarae a poca costa deterrenos 
adicionales y contiguos ft su orijinal concesion* 

cAprrULO X, 

Crecraos qtie la mejor tnanera de poner en claro la si- 
tuacion de la Colonia de San Carlos es, como acabamos de 
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dccir en ol capitulo anterior, la de dcscribir la cspcriencia y 
h\ posicion actual dc algunosdc los colonos. Con este objeto 
tomamosindistintamente algunasde Jas faniilias, cntre las que 
h'ixn prospcrado, y las que todavia no han podido pftgar sus 
dcudas a la Administracion, 

Nos aprovechamos de esta ocasion para rcconocer otra \ez 
nuestra obligacion ^ lasfinas atenciones del intelijcnte Ad mi- 
nis! rador dc Ja Colonia, D. Carlos Beck, que no solamente 
hizo muy agradable nuestra permanencia alli^ sino que puso 
a nuestra disposicion, con la mayor franqueza, todos losdato» 
y noticias que necesitabamos, y nos llev6 personalmentc a ius- 
peccionar la mayor parte de Jas concesiones. 

Pricipiiiromos nuestra relacion historica de algunas in" 
niilias, con la de una reconocida comola mas respctable de la 
Coloifia^ y cuyogefeha sidonombrado Juezde Paz. 

I^antilia Goetechi. 

Coctscbi es suizo, y era agricultor en su pais, llevando 
por consigiiiente una gran vent'ija a la mayor parte dc los 
otros colonos, TJegoA la Colonia en mayo de 185&, no pu- 
diendo sembrar trigo en ese aflo. 

Su familia se componia de si* mujer y cuatro hijos varo- 
ncs. Pago el mismo los gastosdel \iaje pero llego sin fondos, 
y la Administracion tenia que adelantarlecl \alorde quinien- 
tos pesos, fuera de los articulos que era obligacion dc esta 
eniregar., scgun elcontrato. 

En Julio 1 86 1 to<las las deudasa la Administracion fu€- 
ron pagadas, como tarabicn la tercera parte de las cosechas 
que correspondian (\ los dos ailos trascurridos. En G2 y 63* 
tambien entrcgo fielmente la parte de sus cosechas pcrtene- 
ciente a la Administracion, quedandoun afto no mas dc obli- 
gacion parn quedar completaraente libre. 

La sitnacion de la familia en la actualidad es la siguientc: 

Tiene 63 animales vacunos^ habiendo \endido 9; 10 ca- 
ballos y 5 chanchos. 

Tiene scrabrado un heritioso pailo de trigo dc iO poses 
(una cuadra contiene 4 y medio posex mas 6 menos), y como 
cddti pone se siembra con 331rbnrs, mas 6 menos, degrano, 
y el producto no bajara de treinta por uno, este paflo de trigo 
producirt^ a lo menos cien fanegasde 375 libras cada una, 6 
t\25 bushels imper'mles de GO librae, que al valor dc diez pesos 
fancga, hace mil pesos. . 
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Tiene sembrado a mas 4 poses de cebada, 2 de arveja^-, 
idepatatas, 1 de alfalfa, (/i/cerwe)y 20 demaiz, 

Tiene ademas un huerto, un jardin, una plantacion flo- 
ireciente de 1600 duraznos y algunos otros ^rboles frutales. 
Las casas, corrales y bodegas son todas c6modas y bien eui- 
dadas. 

Esta familia tiene toda la concesion de 20 cuadras cul- 
tivadas, y todo hecho sin ayuda de persona que no le perte- 
nezca. Ha hecho venir algunos parientes y los ha sostenido. 
Todos los miembros de ella son industriosos y sobrios. No se 
les y6 en lugares piiblicos sino en los dias de fiesta. 

El padre no habla el castellano; los hijos si, coraocasi 
todos los jovenes de la Colonia. 

La familia pudiera ganar mas plata con la venta de man- 
tequilla y queso, pero tal vez por la escasez de mujeres en 
la casa, no hace mas de estos articulos que lo necesario para 
fel consume dom6stico. 

En esta familia hay la grande ventaja die tener hombres 
adultos para los trabajos; pero no podemos dejar de admirar el 
lejemplode lo quehapodido hacer en cuatro anos, una familia 
pobre, solo con los elementos de la honradez y la industria, 

JPamilia Reu tenia nn. 

Lleg6 en Mayo 1859. Pago supasaje, pero no le quedo 
faada llegada t la Colonia, Reutemann era agricultor en su 
|)ais, que es la Suiza. Su familia se com ponia desumujer^ 
un cuilado que murid en la Colonia, y seis hijos, el mayor dd 
la edad de doce anos entonces, 

Recibio adelantado 600 pesds die la administracion, y 
debetodayia 165 pesos. Podia haberse desembarazado com- 
pletamente de toda deuda^ pero ha empleado bastante de sus 
ganancias€in hermosear su cdncesion, que es una de las mas 
lindas de la Colonia. 

Tiene 62 cabezas de ganado vacuno, 9 caballos y 6 
chanchos. 

Tiene sembrado este afio 44 poses Aq trigo, 15demaiz^ 
J de papas, | de arvejas y i de alfalfa. 

Tiene un hermoso jardin lleno de flores, y una planta- 
cion de tres mil duraznos con varies otros ^rboles, 

Esjoven, inteligente, industrioso y sobrio; Tive bien en 
Su casa, y educa Asushijos; Vende mantequilla y queso. 
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He aqui otro ejemplo notable de lo que puede hacerse en 
las Colonias; y direraos en esta ocasioa, qae San Carlos ha 
tenido que luchar en los primeros aftos, contra las mismas 
dificultades que rodearon a la Esperauza, porlo quetoeaala 
enemistad de las estaciones, secas y Jluvias a destierapo. 

Faiifiilia Hanimerly. 

Lleg6 en Ocubre 1850. Recibio adelantos en Europa, 
para su pasage etc. 35!) pesos oro, y ademas eu la Colonia^ 
120 pesos. Hamraerlyera tonelero en su pais, pero conocia 
algo laagrieultura. Su familia secomponia de su rauger tres 
hijos varones y dos mugeres, todos adultos. 

En Marzol862habia pagado a la administracion todo lo 
que debia, y tiene ahora 43cabezas de ganado, 12 caballos y 
(>chanchos^ Tiene sembrado 30 po^e* de trigo, 10 de maiz, 
1 de alfalfa, media de arvejas y media de patatas. Tiene uu 
jardin y una arboleda de mil duraznos. Lequedan dos anos 
de entregar el tercio de sus cosechasa la administracion. 

Por algun tiempo dos de loslyjosse conchavaron en la 
Colouia, y una de sus bijas se cas6, Su mujer murio. 

Los hijos son trabajadores, pero el padre, aunque tambieit 
industrioso, es adictoa la bebida, vicio que le ha perjudicado 
algo. Es hombre sin educacion; pero todos los hijos sabcQ 
leer y escribir. 

Familia Slgel. 

tlego en Setierabre 1859, debiendo d hi axlmfnistracfoit 
275 pesos, y recibio auxilios ademas de 1 75pesos. En Febrero 
de 1862 habia pagado todo. Edifice una buena casa de adobe 
y estd preparandose ahora para edificar otra deladrillo. La 
familia de Sigel se comportia de su mujer y cinco hijos, tres 
de loseuales eran capaces de trabajar cuando U^garon. 

Este colono es industrioso y sobrio, un hombre de regu- 
lar educacion, y trabaja de carpintera, que es su oficio. Educa 
sus hijos y esta en via de hacer fort una. 

Tiene actualmente cuarenta y tres cabezas de ganado 
vacuno, y 1 8 caballos. Tiene sfembrado^ 38 poses de trigo, 1 5 
de maiz, 2 decebada, media de patatas, arvejas y alfalfa,jardin, 
y dos mil duraznos. 

Se puede calcular en dos mil quinientos pesos el valor de 
las posesiones de esta familia en el dia, libre de toda deuda 6 
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gravamen, Y sin embargo no tenia en Eiiropa lo bastante para 
costear los gastos de su \iuje. 

F'ainilia Blanek. 

En esta familia tencmos un contraste con la historia de 
las anteriores. 

Blauck es aleman y de oficio albaiiih, pago su propio pa- 
sagc y tenia al llegar 250 pesos, Su familia se componia de 
suinujer y einco hijos, y el padre es regularmenteedueado. 
Con estas ventajas, superiores a las de las familias ya mencio- 
nadas, Bianck es un hombre pobre. La razon es que es adkto 
al licory muy perezoso. 

No ha procurado pagara la Administracion, a la cual debe 
600 pesos. No tiene sin6 21 animales vacunos y 15 caballos, y 
solo tiene sembrado 20 poses de trigo. 

Fuera de lo queadeuda d la Administracion, debe en olras 
partes. Ha cambiado una \ez su concesion por una ya culti- 
vada, para ahorrarse el trabajo de cultivar la suya, Noeduca 
a sus hijos, y su casa y tierras. tienen toda la apariencia del 
abandono. 

F'amilia Guinand. 

Guinand es suizo y de profesion relojero. Es un hombre 
de caracter discolo, amigo de las querellas y de laerabriaguez. 

Lleg6 en Agosto de 1 859 y debia a la Administracion en- 
tonees 1 50 pesos. La familia se componia de su mujer y nueve 
hijos, las mayores de las mtijeres ya casaderas. 

Debe ahora mil cuarenta y cinco pesos y no hace esfuerzo 
ninguno para pagarlos. Su propiedad esta abandonada, sin 
jardin, niarboledaniaun un corral para sus animales. 

Tiene 24 cabezas de ganado vacuno,-5 caballos y 4 chan- 
chos, y tiene 25 poses de trigo sin otra stembra. 

Hace poco que se ha conseguido de 61, que mandealgunos 
de sus hijos a la escuela. 

La muger es buejia y trabajadora, perono tiene inlluencia 
sobre su indolente marido. 

Familia StetUei*. 

Es suiza y el gefe era ya agricultor en su pais. Este hom- 
bre^ que es uno de los que mas debian haber prosperado 
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«n k Colonia, ha perdido sus yentajas por suejemplar ffojo- 
ra, y aderaas, no goza de la reputacioa de ser horabre hon- 
rado. Sufamiliase componedesu mujery ochohijos, la mi-. 
tad de ellos may ores. Adenaas trajo dos criados que pronto 
le abandonaron. 

Sus hijos son industriosos y secomportan bien; pero \a 
lamilia no ha adelantado eomo debiera a causa del caracter del 
padre, 

Ladeuda de Stettler al llegar era ochocientoscincuenta; 
pesos, y eomo pareee no haber ^xistido la econoraia, csadeuda 
se aumento eon adelantos hasta mil ochocientos pesos, lo que 
nos pareee no solo demuestra una falta de prudencia de 
parte de lafamilia, sinouna falta de juicio de parte de la Ad- 
ministracion, 

Su haber consiste en laconcesion de 20 cuadras; 12 cabe-. 
zas de ganado vacuno, 7 caballos y un chancho: 34 poses dc^ 
trigo, el mas hermoso dela Colonia, 6 demaiz, 2 d^ arvejas, 
y 1 J de patatas. Tieue unahermos^ huerta con muchos arboles 
y flores. 

Su cosecha de trigo le producira sin duda cien fanegas. 
No ha sufrido trastorno y debe haber podido pagar todo lo que> 
debia y tener doble de lo que actualmente ]^os6e. 

Fainilia ^roetter. 

EstafarailiasecomponedeGroetter, su mujer y decinco 
hijos, y la esposa de uno de ellos que es casado-r-los otros soa> 
pequeiios. IJegaron en Juniode 1859, y no pareee haber 
adelantado nada. Es indudable que han ganado plata, pero no 
han pagado nada de su deuda. 

Adeudaba Groetter k la Administracion al llegar 500 pe- 
sos, y los adelantos despues han hechp subir la deuda a la can-, 
tidad de 1,600 pesos. 

La famila es ignorante e incapaz, y nada quiere aprender., 
Sus tierras son mal cultivadas y no tienen jardinesni arbo- 
ledas. 

Tiene 31 animales vacunos, 4 caballos y 3 chanchos; ha 
serabrado26 poses de trigo, 6 demaiz, 1 de arvejas y Ijde 
alfalfa. 

Familia Bernartfi. 

Esta es una de las mejores familias de la Colonia.. Vipp% 
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en 1860ydebia a la Administracion cntonces 130 pesos, 
lo que se aumento d 330 por adelantos. Bernardi era agricultor 
de la Lombardia, y conoce su oficio, Es industrioso, honrado 
e inteligente, pero no educado. Sus tierras son perfectamente 
cultivadas, y se puede decir que tiene su fortuna asegurada. 

Ha pagado 150 pesos de su deuda y paga interns sobre el 
resto para utilizarlo como capital. 

Lafamilia secorapone de 61 y su mujer, 2hernianosy 5 
niflos todos chicos, el mayor apenas tiene 1 anos. 

En Julio de este ano tenia 38aniraales vacunos, 3 caba- 
llos y 3chanchos; y tiene sembrado 55 poses detrigo, 10 de 
maiz, 4 de cebada, 2 de arvejas, media de patatas y media de 
alfalfa. 

Llamamos especialmente la atencion de nuestros lectores 
sobre la resefta que hemes hecho de la familia Bernardi, por- 
que consideramos que ^ todo inmigrante que se establczca 
bajo idinticas circunstancias se le brinda la misma suerte. 

Como se v6, Bernardi no ha gozado de mas ventajas que 
las de ser agricultor y conocer su profesion; de ser hombre 
trabajador y sobrio, y de haber tenido el auxilio de los brazofi 
de dos hermanos-— sus mismos hijos, capital inestimable para 
mas tarde, son demasiado chicos todavia para ayudarle en los 
trabajos de campo. 

Yino al pais pobre; y podemos opinar que su posicion en 
el suyo no era de manera alguna lisonjera, y que todos sus 
bienes escasamente bastaban para comprar los articulos indis- 
pensables para su viaje, teniendo que recurrir a la socledad de 
San Carlos por aux-ilios hasta la cantidad de ciento treinta 
pesos. 

Sin embargo, se v6 a esta familia despues de dos anos y 
medio, ocupando una posicion que indudablemente seriaen- 
\idiada por la mayor parte de los arrendatarios de tierras 
en Alemania^ Inglaterra; una posicion que nosotros, sin re- 
boso ninguno declaramos mas lisonjera que la del agricultor 
de Australia 6 el Canada quecultiva,sin capitales, triple el ter 
reno que tiene Bernardi. 

Ahora, es indudable queen Alemania, en Inglaterra, en 
la Lombardia, hay millares de familias, que reunen las po- 
quisimas ventajas que poseia la familia Bernardi, y que con 
dificultad alcanzan d Uenar en su pais las necesidades de la 
\ida. 

A estas familias no trepidamos en brindarles la certi- 
dumbre del n^ismo resultado que ha cabido a Bernardi. 
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Este no ha gozado de mas ventajas que las que hemoa 
indicado: intelijencia en su profesion, 6 industria, y dos pa- 
rientes adultos para ayudarle en sus trabajos; y esta ya eu 
unasituacion que le permite ahorrardemil hasta inildoscien- 
tos pesos por ailo, sin que la suerte le haya sido mas pro- 
picia que a sus yecinos. 

Tiene una plantacion de 500 duraznos^ uriexelente huerto 
con legumbres, yerdura^ y aves; y hace una cantidad con- 
siderable de mantequilla y queso. 

Lo que ha hecho esta famiiia en dos afios y medio, de- 
niuestra claramente las grandes ventajas en este pais para 
inmigrantes; y la cuasi certidumbre de un brillante 6xito 
encasoque clcolonoposea Ij^s calidades de iutelijencia y amor 
al trahajo, 

Famiiia Cliatel. 

Chatel es saboyano y de profesion \iftatero. Era hombre 
de algun capital, pues pagosu pasaje, no pidio nada a la admi- 
nistracion y quedo con algunos centenares de francos despues. 
de establecerse en la Colonia. Tiene una muger y cuatro hijos, 
tres de ellos may ores. 

Este hombre esta muy contento de su situacion. No 
tiene educacion pero es intelijente, trabajador, economico, y 
f?oza de una reputacion muy buena. Ha principiado en la 
Colonia el cultivo de la \id. 

Tiene lindas arboledas y jardines^ y muy pronto sucon- 
cesion sera una de las maa hermosas de la Colonia. Llego 
en Mayo 1860. 

Tiene 46 cabezas de ganado \acuiio, 4 caballos y seis 
chanchos; ha sembrado 50 j)oses de trigo, 8 de maiz, 2 de 
cebada, media dearvejas y media depatatas. 

Por estos ejemplos, que no son escogidos sino tomados 
indistintamente del grupo de cien familias, el lector puede 
juzgar de la situacion de los colonos do San Carlos. 

Direraos sin embargo, que los ejemplos de familias que 
no ban adelantado por varias razones, no son tipos de una 
clase. Hciy poqwisimas familias en la situacion de las de 
Blanck y Stettler^ mientras que hay muchas de las de Rutte-. 
man, Hammerly y Sigel, 

CAPIXtTLO XI. 

l.a Colonia de San Carlos esta situada al Sur dela de SaA 
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feeroiiimo, y d la niisma distancia que mide entre esta y Id 
Esperanza. 

Los campos que la rodean son los mas hermosos que puedd 
imaginarse, Careciendo elpaisage de arboles y agua eorriente; 
Los pastos son tiernos y muy tupidos, presentando mas bieu 
el aspecto de las vegas depasto cultivado de la Europay Norte 
America, que de Uanuras incultas. El heno que podria sa- 
Garsedfeestas vegas, surtiria & los merctidosdelmundojcon un 
alimento inmejorable para los animales; Aqui sin embargo, 
crece y perece anualmente, sin que laspocas cabezas de ganado 
ulcancen a hacer siquiera una huella en ella; 

En el centro de la Coloniade San Carlos estan situadas las 
caSas de la administracion, y una iglesiaj todas del adobe, 
pero bien hechas y c6modas,Allitambien esta la quinta normal 
(ie ia Colonia, establecidapor la administracion paraeiisenara 
ios coionos los trabajos agricolas, Esth al cargo del adminis- 
trador economo, el seilor Vollemveider, cuyas obligaciones no 
se limitan a eso sino que visita seraanalmente a cada uno 
deloscolonos^ ensenandoles personalmente el mejor modo de 
cultivar, y djindoles consejos genetales, cuyd buen resultado 
es visible en el mejor sistema de cultivacion en esta Colonia 
que en lade la Esperanza. 

Apesar de que en los primeros aflos de la Colonia, era 
necesario para supropia seguridad, que la administracion se 
ingiriese fnucho en los asuntosde los coionos, la mayor parte 
de ellos estando ignorante y sin experiencia, hemes notado con 
satisfaccion que no ha habido ninguna arbitrariedadnitirania. 
Al contrario los coionos,- no obstante los t^rminos de su con- 
tra to, gozan de la libertad mas amplia para obrar segun quieren, 
sin que la administracion tenga ingerencia ninguna fuera de 
la del acreedor y en la enseiianza del mejor modo de cultivo. 

La administracion ha dejado tambien sti roldesurtidor; 
iio hace negocio de ninguna clase, dejando todo en manos de 
los mismos coionos, y fomentando cuanto le es posi- 
ble un espiritu de comereio y buenas relaciones entre las 
familias. Con este ultimo objeto la administracion ha esta- 
blecido una soeiedad de canfo, y un tiro al bianco, que en los 
dias de fiesta es muy concurrido. 

Hay todavia pocas casas de ladrillo mientras que en la 
Esperanza hay muchas, como ya lo hemos hccho notar. 

Pero la razon es sencilla. Las casas de San Cdrlosfueron 
Mifieadas desde cl principio de adobe^ y ofrecian mucha mau 
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comodidad que las que sc edificaron por cuenta del Gobiernd 
para los colonos de la Esperanza, Asi la neeesidad de reedi- 
iiear en la una, no es tan apremiante como en la otra Colonia. 

Sin embargo, hay muchas familias que estan preparandose 
h edificar casas de ladrilio. 

En San Carlos, 6 por la influencia dela administracion, 
6 por el ^6nio de los colonos, \emos mucha mas aficion al embe- 
llechn lento que en lasotras Colonias. Hay pocas coneesiones 
dondeno se hallen planlaciones de arbolesy jardines. Algu- 
nas han adelantado raucho, teniendo hasta tres y cuatro mil 
arboles, principalraente duraznos. 

Hay abundancia de buenos instrumentos agricolas y cada 
eolono tiene de uno hasta tres earros de cuatro ruedas. 

Hay \ariasescue!as, y apesar de que la educacion noade- 
lanta en la escala que es de desear, tampoco hay el mismo des- 
cuido que se nota en la Colonia de la Esperanza. (I) 

En San Carlos nos hemes fijado en que los protestantes se' 
interesan mas en la edocacion de sus hijos que los catolicos. 
De los 75 nifios que van a las escuelas,50 son de padres protes- 
tantes. 

Como adjunto d la administracion hay un exelente m6dica 
y una farmacia. 

La poblacion de San Carlos en Julio de 1863 subia a lOtf 
familias con 55^6 almas, 

Hombres 219^ 

Mugeres 155 

Nines 182 

Casi la mitad de estas familias son protestantes de utf 
solo culto. 

En la misma fechahabia2531 cabezas de ganado vacuno; 
619 caballos y 265 chanchos grandes; y ha habido sobre este 
numerounaumento considerable enlafecha en que escribi- 
mos. 

Solo la administracion ticne una majada de ovejas. Son 
mestizas y de buena cria. Hasta ahora los colonos no han 
mostrado aficion a esa clasede ganado; y efectivamente los 
eampos no son todavia adecuados para la cria de ovejas. 
El paste es demasiado frondoso. Mas provecho da el ganado 

CD El misrao obslAculo existe en San Cdrlos cjue en la Esperanza para estor-- 
bar la educacion, y este obstAculo existiria en toda olra Colonia que se eslable- 
ciem mientras que la falla de brazos hace indispensable para los padres la coacur- 
itencia de todos sus hijos d los tribajos, hasta los chicos de seis (x ocho afios de edad. 
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Vacuno en esas magnificas vegas, donde la oveja se perderia eft 
la tupida Tegetacion. (I) 

Del 31 de Julio de 1861 hasta la misma fecha en 1862^ 
han muerto dos niflos y ningun adulto. Nacieron eu el 
mismo tierapo veinte niflos. 

De Julio 1862 & Julio 1863 han muerto nueve individuos, 
€uatro de los cuales eran parvulos; y nacieron treinta y dos. 

El clima es sumamente vent^joso para la salud^ no hay 
epidemias^ y la mayor parte de las enfermedades provienen de 
accidentes. 

£1 estado moral de San Gdrlos es superior al de la Espe- 
ranza. El unico vicio es la embriaguefc, pero psta muy lejos 
de ser general. 

En toda la CSolonia se ha sembrado como dos mil quinien-^ 
tas poses de trigo; (un poco mas de quinientas cuadras.) El 
producto se puede ealcalar con toda seguridad, 4 dos y media 
fauegas por pose^ pues ei aflo es escepclonal; y si se calcula en 
un aflo regular un producto deyeintictnco 4 veintiocho por uno^ 
en este aflo nodeberiade ser menosde treinta a treinta y seis. 

Este cAlculo dura una cosecha de seis mil fanegas de trigo^ 
que equivale d treinta y siete rail quinientos bvskelSy medida 
ioglesa, 6 sean veintidos mil quintales, mas 6 menos. 

Lascosechas de mair, cebada, arvejas y porotos, se pue- 
de calcular que dardn como ocho quintales mas; pero el trigo es 
el producto regie de la Colonia, y este va en aumento todos 
los alios. 

Y para demostrar la facilidad de produccion de estos lu^ 
gares, citaremos un hecho. fin Enero de este ailo, lleg6un co- 
lono solo; se establecio en su concesion y principida trabajar; 
y ahora, diez meses despues de su llegada, estA para cosechar 
una siembra hecha de sus propias manos, de dielE cuadras de 
trigo, que lerendird al menos cienfanegad 

Una palabra nos resta que decir sobre losproductos mas 
'aprop6sito para las Colonias. 

Deberiamos colocar en primera linea la cria de animales, 
no porquc estos den mas provecho que las siembras^ sinopor- 



( 1 > De una catla fecibida del sefiof Beck,de San C&rloSjdespaes de la publicacioa 
tdel pdrrafo enei testo, transcribimos el sigdieDte: «No tenemOs razoD de quejarnos 
del resultado obtenido basta abora con nuestra majada de oye|as que compramos 
en Buenos Aires, ocbocientas, en 1860. Despues de lle^r & la Cotonta perdimos dociea- 
las; y sin embargo en Juiio de 1863, en menos de tres afi<»s la majada tenia mas qii6 
dobJe el nCimero original. Yo consideru que este resultado es muy corriente. 

Nuestros campos solo necesitan talarse uo poco por ganano vacuno, part qo^ 
darse inmejorables para la cria de ovejas. 



V 
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qile son mas scgiiros. Un colono con cincucnta vacas esta c«t 
iibrigo de los perjuicios que le traeria un ailo desgraciado para 
suscoseclias; porcjuc es precise reconoccr que si el agricultor 
saca mucho mas provecho de los productos agricolas aqui que 
en Europa, y aun en Norte America, es tambien cierto q' esta 
<lispuesto a mas riesgo a causa de las secas y la langosta. Las 
ultimas desapareceran con la ocupacion de la tierra, pero aun^ 
quecomohemosdieho en unodenuestros capitulos anteriores, 
elclima se modifica notablementecon el cultivo de la tierra^ 
nunca podemos ponernos enteramente al abrigo del peligro de 
sufrirdiB vez en cuando por la seca6porla abundancia de agua. 

Oeiosoes liablar del trigo; este sera siempre el producta 
mas soguro y ventajoso de las Colonias; pero como ningua 
agricultor del>e arriesgar todo en la sierabra de un solo pro- 
ducto, meucionaremos lo que mas provecho dara despues del 
trigo. 

El maiz no es muy aproposito para este clinm, porque esta 
p1anta,que pertenece ^ la familia de la eafla, necesita a masde 
calor una tierra hiimeda; pero es muy util parapurgar las 
tierras nuevas antes desembrar trigo, como tambien para apro- 
^echar dos cosechas en el ano, sembr^indole en los rastrojos 
de este. 

Ix)S co?lonos se satisfacen conun producto de 35 a 40 por 
Tino de maiz. En Estados Unidos da 500por uno, y aun mas. 
Con medios de comunicacion faciles, el maiz seria un producto 
iraportante. 

La cebada se da perfectamente en las Coloilias. Es muy 
general ^er hasta ochenta espigas nacidas de unsolo graaa. 
I'an prodigiosa es su frondos:idad, que se debe mas bien plantar 
los granos a manoy a la dtstancia de una cuarta,que sembrarlos 
por el modo ordinario. Los colonos calcukn el producto de 40 
a 50 por uno, Deberia dar mas de ciento/ 

Por este grano hay poca demanda^ pero eso es porque 
cxiste poco en el pais, y la gente no ba aprendido a p^eferir la 
eebada al maiz para el alimento de caballos. 

I^ a vena y el centeno no se dan bien. Kstos granos son 
bijos de paises frios. (I) La misma cosa puede decirse delas 

(1) Nada puiede ser nrras hiermosa qti'e la visfa de una sierabra de avena. Esla crece 
fB este pais de una mauera que promele los mas satisfaclorios resultados. Pero el 
a«'ricultorse chasquea caando percibe que con todasu frondosidad, las espigas no 
contienen granos. Es la liermosura sin utilidad 

Enconlramos una oprnion algo general, y la opinion es nacida de que se veAveces 
«B siembras de trigos inuchas rnatasde avena, dt; que el trigo degenera aqui en males 
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arvejas, que nallogaran a tcner importaiicia sino conio im pro^ 
ducto de huerto. 

Los porotos para producir Lien en estos pafscs necesitan 
de riego. 

El producto que colocamos encima de todos rstos, j talvez 
al mismo trigo es la papa, que hasta ahora no so ha producido 
en las Colonias sine en muy pequefia escala. 

El clima y el terreno son admirablemcnte adaptados por 
elcultivo de la papa, que deberia producir alo meuos 40 por 
lino, con la enorme ventaja de podor sacar grandes cantida- 
dcs de un terreno muy reducido. Henios sacado nosotros on 
Chile de una cuadra de terreno muy inferior a estos, hasta dos 
mil qiiintales de papas. 

El inconveniente delcultivode este tuberculo aquidonde 
hay pocos brazos, es que necesita mucho trabajo. 

Pero en la Colonia hay otro inconveniente, que hasta 
ahora ha sido in\encible, pero que sin duda se vencera mas 
tarde. 

Esto es la presencia por millonesde un insecto del genero 
del escarabaja, y familia de cantaridas,muy parecido al que se 
llama en medicina cantharis vicicatoria, si despues de todo no 
es la misma cosa. 

No hay duda alguna de que el cultivo de la tierra, y 
otros medios que la esperiencia de los eolonos les ensefiara, 
acabara por estirpar esta plaga; pero raientras tanto, a causa 
de ella no solamente la siembra de papas se hace imposible, 
sino la de otras plantas analogas. 

El algodon tambien es atacado por esta eantjirida, como 
tambien la patata y yarias plantas de hortaliza. 

La Administracioa ha introducido el cultivo del algodon 
en la Colonia, y hay actuahnente como ciKitro 6 cinco mil 
plantas. A los precios actuales no hay duda de que este pro- 
ducto, en cualquiera escaki, dara provecho; perocreemos que 
no convienc a las Coloniiis, pues no of rece la misma seguridad 
que el trigo y la cda de aniraales. Como ornamento a las 
orillas de las concesiones seria muy bueno cultivarlo; y el 
producto de algunos quin tales suministraria a las familias el 

afios; y cierlamente hemos visto pailasquese decia serabradosde trigo, cambiudo 
casi enteramenteeu matas de avena. , . 

Pero eslarnos rauy lejos de dar credilo d es(a crecncia. Los trigos de este pais hosta 
aliora, son muy sucios,y contienen varios granos que crecen naturalmente con el lrig(u 
V)n el caso que hemos menoionado, es probable que el trigo sembrado se perdiiMu, y 
^ueerau solaraente los granos de a veaa mezclados cou el, que creeieroa. 
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material para Tarios objctos, tal como tejidos gruesos» medias^ 
colchones etc.^ en que podrian las mujeres ocuparse enlos^ 
dias y noches del invierno. 

El cultivo del tabaco debe tener mas tarde grande impor* 
tancia en las Colonias. Todo favorece en grattde eseala la 
introduccion deeste articulo; y el tabaco ya producido ea 
Santa-r6 es igual a las mejores calidades del paraguayo, 

Hasta ahora las Colonias no ban podido dediearse al cul- 
tivo de varias plantas provechosas, poFque toda su energia y 
faerza ha tenicko que aplicarse a la produccion de las primeras^ 
necesidadcs de la xida. Pero no hay duda de qu6, una vez^ 
que los colonos se encuentren mas desembaraatidos, y que 
haya mas brazos> el cultivo del tabaco toi»ara una grande im- 
portancia. 

Vimos una planta en San Cartos, que consideramos de 
mucho icalor. Es una especie de cafta que seconoce en Eu- 
ipopa con el nonxbre chino, de Kaolien. Es deorigen oriental^ 
y se asemeja a la caSaide azucar, peroes mas duro y con use-- 
»08 jugo. 

El Kaolien crece con rapidez en este cliiaa, y ofrece las 
\entajas siguientes:. 

Las hojas son un exelente alimento para los animales. 

Del jugo se puede destiiar una bebida agradable, y ann 
hacer de 6lunaclase regular de jarabe 6 airrope. 

Del tronco secado sale una leiia que^ porfaescasez de 
esta en la Golonia, s^ia miiy acepftable^ 

Y llenando las zanjjas que deberian rodear a las siembras,. 
s^ aprovecbaria ese terreno,, y^'sehermoseariaanotabtemente 
los campos y airededores de las casas,. 

El cultivo de la alfelfa no tiene por el moroento mucha 
importancia, pues los pastos. son muy abimdantes y muy 
tiernos. Mas tajrde, cuando por el aumentodetos animates , 
Jospastos escaseen, entonces ser& necesario reemplazarlos con 
alfalfa, lo que. tambien traeria su yentajia en lu mayor cantidad 
de leche, mantequilla y queso que Has vacas producirian. 

Ann ahora, algunos de los colonos ban encontrado una 
^entaja tener dos otres cuadras de alfalfa^, para sus vacas le- 
cheras y loachanchos. 

El cacahuate omani [arackys hypogea^ en ingl6s, pea or 
groundnut) se produce admirablemente en la Golonia, y cask 
todas las familias plantan un poco, no para hacer un negocio,, 
sinopara elconsumo delacasa.. 
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- .rTv -E^niuy probaWe que el cultivo de esta pianti sea venta- 

-1 ;^- *\^QS0. n)^ tarde. Su precio en la Colonia es cuatro pesos fane- 

sSitoducido en mas grandes cantidades, seria una exe- 

34a para dar sabor y lirmeza a la came de chanchos 

.*:c6rt verduras — Una media fanega bastaria para me- 

l^otablemente el gusto y el valor de la carne de uu 

^ ya engordado. 

/.;;^^»Z5.:4.!^^^ se pnede sacar facilmente unaceite 

/^v '{^ito^ql^^ alumbrado, sino de comer, 

. '^^;jC.'\E^ 20 a 25fanegas por una sembrada, pero 

^\. •.^'h-'B^^ producir el doblede esacantidad, 

\ .V^ ' -V ^a hemes hablado sobre Ja vifia. No hay razon para 

**^^<fu.iliir que esta dara un exelente resultado ealas Colonias. 

v. 7:ir\-H^blaraos largamente con el seflor Administrador sobre este 

'- ;.?; iisnuto. En un pais tan enteramente dcsprovisto de arboles 

': 'vV^^™^^^ los llanos donde estan situadas las Colonics deque 

^ •.;-;> rjt^tatnos, todo io que puefda aumentar el bicja; estar de las 

" ^Ti»v^MlJQS suministrandoles coraodidades, enibeHeciendo sus 

vfJSg^Upes y poniendo d sualcahce las frutas que la naturaleza 

j^^ptvidado colocar en niiestris pampas, esuri a erdadero 

V^V^oque mas de^anima al estranjero que llegapiiraesta- 

&l|i6erse en las Colonias, es Ja ausencia de arboles y t^r conjsi- 

iggfettte, de sombra. Asi, es.de priraera importancia que no 

^i-^erdone esfuerzo para cubiir la desnudez de la tierra. 

5^*'?^V,iiA plantdciSn de- vifias, naranjos^ olivos, duraznos, para 

; ftiito; y .-^amois, ombues, paraisos etc. para la vista y 

.^V2^^^i^l)ra, y para la leUst y maderas, es, en nuestro concepto 

Cv'il^l^l'^^g^ote que la construcciou de casas. Solo asi se puede 

j'j^J'^'^lwpr.desaparecerel aspectodel desierto, cambiandolo en un 

• ^'::«* wM^J^.^^ parecido al que los colonos estan acostumbrados 

. '^-^ a. .yer en sus palses natales. 

- VjV% ■ ; 'La fertilidadi del s,uelo, las ventajas para el agricultor, la 
yj:--^' ienignrdad del clima, la siempre verde Uanura, tcxlo se olvida 
•r al aspecto verdaderamiente triste y desanimador de iiuestros 
mares terrestres qiie}ll|imamos pampas* 

La descripc|ogB^ 44r^^ Colonias de Santa-F6 concluye en 

este c^pgtulo, .•;ij|je4i?ar0 otro a ciertas observaciones 

generales que quer^ibbs^'haeer Interesantes para las personas 

d6l viejo mundo; q^tetfckii la vista fija en estos paises. 

.;^ La suerte'd^lal^pfas :. Colonias de que hemes hablado, 

tfy estd ya decidida-^Son- ^Tt^ y prosperas, J' sushabi- 
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Mantes han cambiadola miseria de una vida proletaria cu Euro- 
pa,por una de felicidady bienestar en la Eepiiblica Argentina. 
El esperimento como easi todo esperimento, ha sufridq. reve- 
ces, pero ha salido pcrfectaraente de ellos. Las Colom^ts^ilp^V 
3ant:a-F6 se pueden consideraF ya conK) un^graa triunfo*,^ 



CAMXUJL.O XII. 

COXCI*USI(?:^, 






La feracidad del terreno y lo benign.o del cliraa do h 
region baiiada por los grandes rios del Piata^ sow ya bastante 
conocidos en Europa. No nos detendremos en eUos sino 
para amonestar a los emigcantes de ultramar de no dejar«e 
alucinar deniasiado por relaciones de naranjos del tamanode 
los roble& de Europa, de higuerosquedan dos cosechas abun- 
bantes de fruta etc. Si bien es verdad q.ue existen estas cosas, „ - 
seguraraante el colona no las encontrara en sus concesioy^sj.*;.:,.- 
sino al contrario,, si i^ dirige a las Colonias de estapravirjyi^ij ;^;;: 
se entristecera por la monotonia del paisage; y si se fliiU{Ji^Ji'' 
hacia el Chaco, los moatcs. de algarrobo la dard ^^^^)^tipi%^ 
trabajo para limpiar su terreno do ellos. ..*:-'ifS: 

Si el terreno es fertilisiino, hay, como heraos esplicajjj^.*^-'/ 
en otra parte de es-teopiisculo, nauchos inconvenientes que solj]j:]^«fc^. 
se hacen conocer de los que empiezan d vencerlos; y convj^^oST^^/ 
es nuestro dnimo ocultar los trabajos que esperaii al cokv;K>^wt^ 
hablamos francameute de ellos.. La seca— rla abundanci^glfy?^ 
agua a v.eces en 6pocas de cosccha — la langosta y dtrqs n^y^*. 
sectos — los trastornos politicos del pais etc. . ^/-^^ .•*.^^. 

Por otro lado es verdad que el terreno bien cultir^db/. rr. 
produce pingiies cosechas. La esperieiicia puede p roporcionai**-;ivr 
los medios cle precaver los efectos de la seca y del agua. Lai :\ 
langosta va,desapareciendo poco a poco, y por la primera vcz.- 
desde largo tiempo^elaspecto politico del pais parece proiuc- 
ter paz y tranquilidad por mucboaaflos. 

Los inraigrantes que vienen a este pais tienen una ven-^ 
taja que nadie hasta ahora les ha hecho conocer, y que nose 
presenta en ningun otro punto en el mUijdo. Los quese diri- 
gen a las Colonias de Inglaterra y los, Estados Unidos, en- 
cuentran que todos los terrenes cerca del mar estan ya 
ocupados; y tienen que buscar un hogar a centenares de leguas. 
en el interior en las fronteras de la civilizacion. 
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Aquf es totlo lo contrario. Los terrenos^ ton que s6 
briada a los colonos son precisamente los pastoriles a lo largo 
de los grandes rios en proxiraidadcon el mar, desde Patagonia 
por entre la provincia de Buenos Aires, estendiendo al Norte 
«n ambos lados del Parang ydel Uruguay, Entre-Rios, Santa 

• JFfe,,. Corrientes, hasta el tcrritorio de los Indies d^l Grari 
. -.Chaco,enlatitud27. 

Y detris de estos niagnificos parages, dbnde el suel6 
t)frcce toda clase de ventajas al inmigrante^ se estienden por 
centenares de leguas, no el desierto, sino en pais civilizadoi 
grandes poblaciones y ciudades, gente comerciante y traba- 
jadora, que ahora misrao^ sin ferro-carriles, tienen negocios 
con el Literal del valor de diez millohes de pesos anuales, 
tenicndo entre si un coraercio quse vale otro tanto. 

Los colonos que se estableciesen en la fronlera de Santa 
Fe, por ejemplo, si ^s verdad que tendran al Norte porvecinos 
lejanos tribiis de indios, que todos los aAos se retiran mas 
y masi tendran a su rctaguardia las ricas y pobladas provin- 
cias de Cordoba, Santiago y Tucuman, Uamado el paraiso de 
Sud America. 

l^ara el hombre pensador esta ventajano ti^ne precio, 

• pues se comprendera que en lugar de colocarse en losconti- 
:.nes de la civilizacion como tendria que hucer en Estados 

• Unidos, Australia, Ganadd^ Nueva Zelanda etc, aqui se coloca 
vntre dos civilizaciones que marchan de puntos opuestos para 

^ sostenerlo y dar valor a sus propiedades y sus productos. 

Hay una ventaja mas qud se ofrece al colono en ^ste pais: 

• ;j?s que aqui sepuede sembrar casi todo el aflo. Deesa ma- 
: iiera el agricultor no esta a la merced del bueno 6 mal resultado 

de una cosecha. Si la langosta, por ej^mplo, destruye sii 
siembra de trigo, lo que no ha sucedido hasta ahora sino 
parcialmente^ el colono puede sembrar el rastrojo de maiz con 
lacertidumbre de sacar un buen resultado; pues las mismas 
desgracias hacen aveces subir el precio de los productos de 
manera que no es riada raro v6r sacarse porlo que haya sal- 
vadodeunafto male, tanto como sehubiera sacado por toda 
la cosecha si hubiera side salvada. Unos aiios son buenos para 
Unas cosas y males para otras, pero nunca sucede que sca 
malo para todas. 

El verdadero secrete consiste pues en la perseverancia-^ 
de nunca perder el animo— de trabajar, y asi se vence todas 
las dificultades. 
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No podemos iosistir demasiado sobre el heclio de que 
basta ahora no ha \enido la clase de colonos que mas necesi- 
tamos en este pais. 

En corroboracion de esta observacion transcribimos las 
palabras de una persona rauy competente para juzgar. Dice • 

tSeria may buenoque lid* insistiese sobre una conside- 
racioQ muy imporlante, y es que todavia no hallegado d este 
pais la clase de colonos aproposito para aproYecharse de las 
verjtajas que el clima y el terreno ofrecen. Aun nuestros 
mejores colonos no ban alcanzado a hacer la mitad de lo que 
hubiera hecho, en el mismo tiempo, una inmigracion inteli- 
gente activa y industriosn; gente como estamos acosturabra^ 
dos a \er ^ cada moraento entre los agricultbres de Europa. 

ffNuestros mojores colonos no son mas que ne^atim" 
mente buenos; cs decir que se distinguen mas bien por serlibre 
de los \icios de una gran parte de los otros, que por la pose- 
sionde calidades decididamente favorabIes» 

Estas observaciones vienen h robustecer lo que hemos 
dicho repetidas veces : 8i una parte siquiera de los primero^ 
colonos bubiera sido de hombres de inteligencia en lostrabajo^ 
de carapo, las Colonias sin duda alguna, hubieran adelantada 
y pi*osperado desde el primer dia de suinstalacion. 

Un buen agricuUor no se hubiera alucinado con los sue- 
fios deuna tierra de promision. Conociendo todas las peri- 
pecias de su profesion, habria tomario el linico medio de 
ponerse acubierto de ellas, esto es trabajarj trabajar parai 
veneer las dificultades- una tarea tanto mas ftcil por su 
familiaridad con ella que habrd tenido en otras partes del 
raundOyComaun comercianteque no se desespera porque una 
de sus deudores hace una quiebra y le causa p^didas* 

Pero la clase de inmigrantes que ha venido, y particu- 
larmente los que primeramente colonizaban la E&peranza, sin 
conocimientos agricolas , >iniendo con todas las ilusione^ 
perm itidas^ solo A la ignoracia, talyei esperando que los Gobier- 
nos cultivarian sus tierras y pondrian las coseehas en suS' 
casas, se desanimaban al primer contraliempo^ y ddatite la 
primera desgracia se perdian. 

Entre his familius que vinieroai La Esperanza n»as tarde, 
ha habido mejor gente, y hasta buenos agricultores y hombres^ 
inteligentes; pero de estos liltimos hay todavia muy pocos. 

Decimos sin hesitacion que cualquier familia,aunque pobre^ 
cou tal que reuna los conocimientos de los trabiijos de campo* 
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con un poco de actividad e iutelijencin, es seguro de conquis* 
tarse luego en este pais una posicion independiente. 

Ahora, cuantos de estas familias hay en Alemania, en 
Suiza, en Inglaterra, en Francia, que luchan todo el aflo paxa 
ganar el pan diario para sus liijos! Y estas luchas talvez 
\olviendose todos los anos mas penosas porlas dificultades 
siempre crecientes, en razon directa de la decadencia del 
hombre, 

Dividiremos la gente de Europa cuyo destine se puede 
decir es de espatriarse para mejorar su suerte, en tres cJases: 

1? — Las familias acostumbradas a los trabajos del campo, 
con pequeiias tierras, y un limitado capital, que si bien les 
permite vivir desahogadamente, no les da la esperanza de 
adelantarse, de dejar algo a sus hijos, ni talvez lo bastante 
para educarlos. 

2? — Familias agricultoras que, ya por lo caro de los ter- 
renes, ya por su mucha familia, ya por desgracias, ban llegado 
d un estado que puede llamarse precario, pues no tienen se- 
guridad para el porvenir, lo que puede traerles en cualquier 
memento la ruina, 

3? — Ultimamente las familias del todo indigentes, y que 
no tienen la vida asegurada sine por trabajos precarios 6 por 
la caridad publica, y que tienen poco 6 ningun conocimiento 
de trabajos agricolas. 

La primera clase estan en la posicion de emigrar libre- 
meute, pagando los gastos de suviajey estableci^ndose en las 
concesiones 6 tierras ofrecidas por los Gobiernos 6 por compa- 
iiias particulares. Pero aconsejamos a esta clase que emi- 
gren en grupos de a quince 6 veinte familias; haciendo de 
antemano un arreglo con el Gobierno de la provincia a que 
quieran dirigirse, por medio de las Comisiones de Inmigracion 
6 por medio de los Agentes que el Gobierno Nacional tendrA 
.endistintos puntosde Europa. 

Y a esta clase decimos francamente que vengan sin temor 
alguno; pues aqui encontrara 6 terrenes de balde 6 ^ un precio 
pequeuo ; y sus conocimientos y pequefio capital les asegu- 
raran no solamente las comodidades de la vida, sine una 
certidumbre de adquirir una posicion A la cual nunca hubiera 
podido aspirarse en su propio pais. 

Para familias de esta clase diremos sin rebozo, y sobre 
la palabrade unhombre esperimentado, la Bepiiblica Arjentina 
ofrece mas \entajas que los Estados Unidos, el Canada 6 
la Australia. 
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En la Provincia de Buenos Aires la campafia esta llena ya 
de familias de esta clase; no agricultoras sine pastoras; y ya 
forman un elemento, en frentedelcualelhijodelpais, empro- 
vidcnte y ocioso en comparacion, pierde todo su prestigio* 

Hemos visto la siierte de algunas familias de esta clase 
establecidas en las Colonias de Santa-F6 en los liltimos dos d 
tres alios. Casi sin escepcion estan en viade hacer fortuna. 

Sc comprendera la f uerza de nuestras palabras cuando se 
sepa que en el Literal la gente del pais ha sido siempre 
pastoril , y por consiguiente floja y opuesta a los trabajos y 
fuenas agricolas; y sin embargo hay una demanda creciente 
todos los dias para los productos de la tierra. El colono pues, 
que llega con todas las facilidades para producir, no tiene la 
competeucia que encuentra en otros paises, y no hay cosa que 
coseche que no pueda venderse a buenos precios. 

Por la misma razun, adquiere una posicion social que le 
es para siempre negada en su propio pais, donde no solamente 
sut're por la competencia del trabajo sino por la de sangre^ de 
dinero, de posicion, que se juntan todos para impedir al pai^ 
sano, aunquesea honrado, salir dela esfera donde la fortuna 
le hubiese colocado. 

A la segunda clase las mismas ventajas se brindan en menor 
escala; pero no teniendo capitales, tendran por fuerza que ha* 
cer mayores sacrificios para conseguir su establecimiento sobre 
terrenes propios. 

De esta clase los grandes contratistas corao la compania 
de San Carlos, y la que ultimamente ha hecho un contratocon 
el Gobierno de Santa-F6 para la introduccion de diez mil fami- 
lias en la Provincia, sacaran sus colonos; y siendo estos 
industriosos y inteltgentes trabajadores, la.primera clase no 
les Ilevara grandes yentajas^ apesar de los sacrificios que su 
mayor pobreza les obligara 6 hacer. 

En relacion con esta clase de inmigrantes damos con 
gusto las ol)servaciones que nos hizo el seftor D. Cdrlos Beck^ 
de la Colonia de San Carlos. Dijo : 

«Para obtener un resultado feliz, solo necesita evitar 
ciertos errores en los contratos hechos hasta ahora con los 
colonos. Las bases deben ser las siguientes : 

1? — De cuidar y no admitir sino familias industriosas^, 
cuya honradez est6 co«ocida, que no pertenezcan & sociedades, 
y que no sean amos ni eriados* 

2? — De no adelantar los gastos del Tiage, porque esta 
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deuda pesara sobre el colono, y en 6pocas de mal suerte la 
desanima y le tentade dejar su concesion toda vez que su mala 
conduclano obliguea la sociedad A despedirle de ella. 

3? — De limitarse la compaflia a adelantar al colono lo que 
necesitara despues de su llegada, es decir los materiales de su 
casa, cuatro bueyes bien amanzados, dos caballos, semillas, 
y el alimento hasta las primeras cosechas, entregado por se- 
mana 6 por mes, y estipular el pago de estos adelantos en un 
termino conveniente conun modico interns, 

4? — Organizar el plan de la Colonia de manera que sea 
favorable para la cria de animales, y entregar k cada familia 
doce vacas lecheras con sus terneros el primer afio, y en el 
segundo cincuenta ovejas, a medias, por un termino de aflos, 
estipulando las condiciones de la division de una manera clara 
para obviar todo motive de queja 6 disputa, ' 

5? — De no exijir la entrega anual de una cierta propor- 
cion de sus cosechas, sino fijar un precio equitativo y en plazos 
cdmodos como arrendamiento de sus terrenes, hasta el fin de 
un cierto t6rmino de aflos, cuando el colono tendrd su tierra 
en propiedad libre de- toda servidumbre, 

6? — Establecer una firme ^ inteligente Administracion 
paradirigir loscolonos; para ser un punto de union, y para 
cuidar de sus intereses, al mismo tiempo que atcnderaala 
educacion y al culto.> 

Estas bases nos. parccen muy buenas y asegurarian los 
intereses de ambas partes; el contratista con nuestros gobier- 
nos, y los inraigrantes que este trae al pais. 

Ahora por la tercera clase. Este porsupuesto ofrece 
Biuchas mayores dificultades; y para decir la verdad no vale 
que los gobiernos de aqui hagan sachficios para adquirirlos, 
como es evidente tambien^ que na sirve de ningu^na manera 
para los contratistas. 

Pero es preciso acordar que esta clase es una plaga 
en Europa; y una plaga que cuesta muy caro k los gobiernos 
y d la sociedad^ Ahora,como esos gobiernos yesa sociedad 
pagan injentes sumas para el sostenimiento de csa cla- 
se , parece muy racional que en lugar de desembolsar 
todos los alios y tener siempre presente la plaga, les valdria 
mas pagar de una vez lo suficiente para establecer a esas. 
pobres familias en lugares donde na solamente s^verian libres 
de ellas, sino que les proporcionarfa la esperanza de rehabi- 
litarse,y fomentarel mismo comercio del pais de donde vie- 
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»en, hacidndose fuertes consumidores de sus mercaderias. 

Esto podria facilmente hacerse por los Gobiernos 6 por 
sociedades particulares de Beneficencia, contrataudo una area 
de tierra en este pais y mandando grupos de veinticinco 6 
cincuenta familiasal cargo de un administrador. 

Solo asi con\iene a los Gobiernos de Provincia, y al 
mismo Gobierno Nacional fomentar esa clase de inmigracion; 
jmeses del todo incompatible con la prudencia el aumeniar en este 
pais el niimero de prapietarios indijentes. 

El Gobierno de la Repiiblica estd en estos raoraentos 
tomando medidas para faciUtar la inmigracion, estableciendo 
Comisiones Nacionales en distintos puntos, y particularmente 
en el Rosario y Santa-Fe. Estas comisiones, que tendran 
fondos a su disposicion, \an a prestar un apoyo muy grande 
a la emigracion deEuropa, y sercicon ellas que las sociedades de 
Beneficencia^ las parroquias y las Municipalidades de Europa 
se enteraran, mientras que ellas se pondranen comunicacion 
con los gobiernos, las sociedades y hasta los grandes capita- 
listas de por aqui, ^ 

Con esta organizacion no deberiamos temer a una inmi- 
gracion indigente, pues seria eldeber, primero de las personas. 
en Europa que toman sobre si despachar a los colonos, arre- 
glarse de antemanocon la Comision de Imigracion aqui, y seria 
el deber de esta tener todo preparado para la recepcion de las 
familias, y lugares listos para colocarles, ora en terrenes 
otorgados por los gobiernos, ora como peones en las Colonias 
ya establecidas 6 en las estancias del pais. 

Hay en el pais gran falta de brazos y hay grandes ri- 
quezas para esplotar. Estas cuatro palabras esplican la situa- 
cion y el porvenir de la Repiiblica. 

Los trabajos en el pais son varies, y en todos se nece- 
sitan brazos. 

El servicio de las casas absorveria en Buenos Aires y 
Rosario solos, cinco mil mugeresj nines y dos mil hombres. 

Los estancieros necesitan familias para cuidar el ganado 
lanar. 

Miles de brazos pueden emplearse en las faenas agricolas. 
al rededor d6 Buenos Aires, en toda Ja Provincia de Santa-F^,. 
y en las Colonias, donde hay setecientas familias ya estable- 
cidas que tienen que cultivar sus terrenes a medias por falta 
de brazos. 

Para los inraigrantes con conociraicntos mineros, hay la& 
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miuas de Cordoba, MenJoza, San Juan y Catamarca, que estan 
lomandoultimamenteun vuelo muy notikble. 

En Tucuman hay los grandes ingcnios de azucar y cana, 
en los que se eraplean en algunos hasta trecientos brazos. 

Luego el Gobierno Nacional tiene que gastar hasta un 
millon de pesos en la construccion de puentes y mcjora de los 
caniJnos. Kl emprestito por esta caiitidad esta ya tornado 
por una casa inglesa. 

Y ultimaTiente los trabajos de ferro-earriles estan to- 
niando grandes proporciones, y nopasaran dos aiios antes que 
seempleen de quince a veinte mil obreros, 

Esta simple esposicion demuestra que aun para losindi- 
gentes colonos de Europahay unancho terreno aqui para su 
rehabilitacion; pcro exijiraos que la Europa tome sobre si el 
cargo de mandarlos de un jnodo que los Gobiernos de aqui no 
se vean en la necesidad de hacer gravosos deserabolsos. 

Los colonos que \ienen al pais con el objeto de dedicarse 
a faenas agricolas harian bien de traer los signientes objetos: 

Un carro de cuatro ruedas con arnes completo para dos 
cabal los. 

Dos arados, uno fuerte y pesado para bueyes, y otro 
mas liviano. 

Una buena grada 6 rastrillo, con puntas de fierro. 

Un surtido de palas, hachas, serruchos, picos, hoces, 
guadafias^ martillos, formones, cordeles e*c.; pues si nofalta 
dondecomprar estascosas aqui, se compran mas barato en 
Europa, y el Gobierno noexigira derechos sobre ellos, Intro- 
ducidos por los mismos inmigrantes, 

SilJas de montar y frenos, 

Un fusil de dos tiros y una carabina. 

Todo lo necesario para montar la cooina. 

Calzados fuertes y ropa en la cantidad que quiera, no 
olvidando que los inviernos en este pais, aunque no nieve, son 
bastante crudos y fries. 

No aconsejamos un j^asto fuerte en maquinas hasta que la 
csperienciademuestrelasque mas con\ienen; pero los colonos 
quetengan plata, no harian mal de traer una maquina para 
limpiar trigo;una para hacer mantequilla; otras para lavar ropa, 
y para desgranar el maiz, 

Diremos aqui que las maquinas para segarobran admi- 
rablemente en estos llanos, donde no hay una piedra ni tronco 
de arbol para estorbarlcs; pero si los colonos secstablecen mas 
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al norte, donde el terreno es mas desigual y cubierto de boa^ 
ques, es evidente que por algun tiempo la guadafla 6 la ho?: 
seran los instruraentos mas aproposito para segar. 

Los colonos no deberiaii olvidar de traer libros en el 
idioma de su pais, pues aqui no los conseguirftn, 6 si hay, sou 
tan caros que estan fuera del alcance de la generalidad de las 
^nmigrantes. 
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